Harmful Language Statement

VIUSpace contains material reflecting the socio-cultural norms and prejudices of its time.
Academic libraries are challenged to preserve contemporaneous expressions of ideas,
not to endorse or perpetuate them, but so they may be studied and challenged in service
of a more just, equitable and humane society. We recognize that VIU students,
employees and library workers will encounter discriminatory, offensive and hateful
representations of humanity within VIU Library collections, and that harms may occur as
a result, even as we seek to anticipate and mitigate those impacts through careful work.
We are committed to, and actively engaged in, ongoing and iterative work to reconcile
our responsibility to support scholarly inquiry with our commitment to the safety,
inclusion, equity and dignity of all persons engaging with VIU Library spaces, services
and collections.

The VIU Library is committed to

e Ongoing learning with humility from professional resources and projects to inform
approaches and to improve descriptive practices

e Centering care and awareness for library user communities in the ways we
approach descriptive practices

e Welcoming diverse perspectives by engaging and consulting library user
communities

e Perceiving VIUSpace as a “living” resource to be maintained and updated with
evolving changes to subject-based terminology and descriptive practices

e Removing inaccurate, outdated, biased, and offensive subject-based terminology
to be replaced with updated subject-based terminology that aims to accurately
describe library materials and provide subject-based access with consideration to
equitable and inclusive access and retrieval of library materials on Indigenous
topics

e Engaging with professional development opportunities and resources to inform
approaches and to continually improve descriptive practices

e Acknowledging the intersectionality of this work, and the harmful effects of LCSH
terminology upon diverse groups of library user communities. Future phases of
this work will consider and update subject-based terminology for describing
materials on topics such as, IBPOC, women, 2SLGBTQ+, neurodiverse people,
and people with disabilities.



COAL TYEE AURAL HISTORY PROJECT

ALBERT TICKLE
INTERVIEWED BY: BERNARD McNICHOLL SIDE ONE
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M, This is Bernard McNicholl interviewwing Alber: Tickle for the Coal Tyee
History Project.
BM. Mr. Tickle what year were you born?
AT. 1903, April 28th.
BM. And were you born in Canada?
AT, No, I was born in Lancaster England.
M, ANd what,vear did you come over?
AT, Well it would be the same year, because T was only 6 months old when I
came out,
BM. And when you came to Canada did you settle in Nanaimo first, or the
East Coast?
AT, The East Coast , Cape Breton Island,.
BM. ANd how long did you live in Cape Breton Island?
AT, Until May the 2nd, 1918,
BM, ANd uh, did your father work in the coal mine?
AT. Ya.
BM. Did he work in the coal mines in Lancaster England?
AT. Uh, yes.
BM. ANd when he came over here was he offerd a job to come to 'Cape Bretom to
work in the coal mines there?
ET. I couldn't tekl you,
BM. Or he just came over and settled.
AT. I imagine that was-¢ ~/Fa7 Z/juwy  )(#L5) were't satisfied with the
conditions over there, so I guess he thought he could better himself,
BM. And um, do you, when did you come out to the west coast., ?
AT. Well like I said , we left Cape Breton Island on the 7th of May, 5? uh, no
the gth-of no the 2nd of May 1918, at 7pm. and we arrived in Vancouvé; on
the morning of May the 8th, Came over to Nanaimo in the aftermoon of May the

8th.

BM. When you first moved to Nanaimo um where about did you settle, which district,
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AT. Right in Nanaimo, on Milton Street.

BM., On Milton street,

BM, And your parents céme with you then?

AT, Right,

BM. And which minedid your father work in when he came to Nanaimo, his
first job ' in the Mine?

AT. Well three of us worked in No.#1l.

BM. So you were all old enough by the time you moved out.

AT, It wasn't a question of being old enough, they just accept you , I was
still only 15.

BM. So you were 15 when you started in No.#l,

AT, 1 just turned 15. On the April 28th just before that.

BM. Ajd um, what was your first job in the mine?

AT. First job in the mine that would be in Cape Breton Island,

BM, So you worked in Capé Breton then?

AT, Oh ya.

BM. OK, And how old were you when you first started working in Cape Breton?
At. Well I've got to figure it out, we were trying to figure it ocut at the
Rotarky Club there just a while ago. Uh, I must have been only 12,

B¥, That was usually quite common, you know being that age, and what did you
do in Cape Breton on your first job?

AT, Well that would be trapping doors for $0.66 (sixty-six) cents a day.
BM. Could you explain exactly what trapping doors is?

AT. Well they weren't uh, automatic like ours are today, you had to open
a door to let a trip of coal go through.

BM. Uh, ha

AT. Then you'd open it again for a trip of empties to go through,

ﬁ;ck into the place where they were getting more coal,

BM. What was the purpose of having these docrs?

At. That was so you'd get the proper distribution of air from the fans, up on
the surface.

BM. And um, how long did you work at that particular job?

AT, Oh not tob long.

BM., And did you do thmk anything else besides that in Cape Breton?

revwly Shayprned

At. I uh, went to the hext higher paid job, which was distributingﬂSullivan

Machines Picks.
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BM. What was that Mules and...
At. No, mo, no thats Sullivan Machine Picks was(, . .
undermining the coal. g

BM, What were you distributing? Sullivan Machine Picks?

AT. Ya.

BM., Oh I fhought you said something with and "M"

AT, No, Sullivan Machine Picks. ANd uh, they use that for underming the coal,
and uh, that one paid 95¢ a day.

BM. So the pay 'was quite low then, for you.

AT, Well I'll give you an illustration as we go along.

And uh, my next job, I missed the job which my brother did, that was aﬂeigbbs'“.
Kid, rumning the ﬁeights that hoisted the truck, the coal cars from the face
from where the men are working and uh, it (I:x P - s 2 E ChES DT

) (#62)(?)
but I mnever had that job, I was , I worked on haulage which paid a $1,.52
(a dollar fifty-two) which was top, laobour wage in Cape Bretom Island.
AT, Just to give you another version of it, a dollar fifty-two in Cape
Breton, I did the same job in No.#1 Mine for five dollars and a half. ($5.50)
So that's the differance it was ,
BM. So the pay was quite considerably lower in Cape Bretcn,
AT, Oh definitely, yes.
BM, And um, what was your last job in Cape Breton before wyou came to
Namaimo?
AT, That would be, uh, rope riding.
BM. Rope ridéng, so..
AT, Or haulage, they called it down there.
BM., So rope riding and haulage are almost the same thing, similar?
AT. Oh, ya definitely similar.
BM, And what was your reason for coming out to Nanaimo? Did you hear rumors
that the pay was better out here?
AT, Well, no, I think conditions were pretty hard down Cape Breton Island,
I think that between may Dad and my Mother and my Grandmother I think they
decided.. Well yes we did , maybe you're right, (V 5}r;uil}p;4fw: Y (#76)
took-them, he had been out 3 times before that. And actually‘rcde the rods
from Cape Breton Island to NManaimo and back again, And he done that about 3

times, and I guess he painted the picture so well to them that they decided to
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save up their money and come out here.

BM.
AT.
BM,
AT.
BM.
AT,

and

And what was your first job working in the mines in Nanaimo.

We were riding rope,

And was that in No.#1l?

That was in No.#1l mine.

And could you explain um, how you went about doing your job riding the ropes?

Well, like I said before, you have a winch' kid with a winch that lowere

brings up these cars of coal, from these miners themselves, and uh, thats

what you did , you went down below to load it on the empty, drop the empty

in and brought the loaded up, to the place where they accumulated say,

a tyiple maybe ,14 ,16 cars at one time , Then the main haulage would take

that up to the cage. Either that or there was another method which they used

on No,#2 too, the used of horses and mules, instead of a rope and a winch,

you'd use these horses to bring it up from the face into the prominent

gatherming ground, which we called the main haulage, and it would take it

up to the slope, up to the cage.

BM.

AT,

So um mules was a more primitive method that winches?

Oh d&finitely, absolutely, it was pitiful when they got down to No.#l

because they over worked the horses to such an extent, that uh, some of them

poor devils was working 3 shifts a day, 24 hours a day.

BM.

AT.

So they really abused/ the mules quite considerably.

Mules and horses. Horses in places where the mules wouldn't didn't do

better, because the horses were too big.

BM.
AT.
uh,

Big

Could you describe some of the atrocities that they did against Mules?

I wouldn't they done it right off hand but I mean it was there because

this one, for instance there was this one great big horse we'd call

WhREA )

Ben , and uh he was a beautiful big horse , and he was put in a low

place and he'd be scrapped all the back bone right down until the poor

devil was just a one great big scab from the top of his head right down to

his tail. And uh, the mules, they were the hardiest ones actually. If they

didn't like what you were doing they would take a heave at you with their

back heels and if you werelucky enough you got out of the way, you know.

BM,

AT,

How long did you work at uh, what was it a Rope Rider? In No.#1?

Well we finished there before the lst of September 1918, And uh, we
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went out to the Powder Works at Departure Bay.
BM., Um, what was your rate of pay at No.#1?
AT. VFive dollars and a half a day.
BM. Five dollars and a @alf.
BM, So it was a considerable increase cause compared then,..
AT. Oh definitely.
BM. So did your family sorta look at that, as that they sorta um prospered
a little more , they had a little more money?
At. What do you mean, in mining in No.#17
BM. Yes, or did you find that prices were higher here?
AT. Well, unless you went digging koal done on contract, the more you dug
the more money you made out of that. But I uh, only had 3 days of that, but
not in Ne.#l in Grandby.
BM. You mentioned that youwent to the what was it, the Departure Bay Powder
Works?
AT, Right.
BM., Um why did you go out to out there?
AT. Oh, I guess we figured it was nicer than working down in the coal mine,
But uh, then you see the main plant was Departure Bay, atwhat is called
Cilaire now. And the Black Powder Works was at the Northfiedd, my Dad worked
making black powder pins up at the black works there.
BM. You menticned black powdexr, and white powder?
AT. No, there's black powder and uh, blasting powder wwe made down in..
BM. What was the difference between, OK, I can understand what blasting
powder was, but what was black powder then?
AT, Well I mean its , black powder was used for numerous, alot of numerous
in fact it was used alot in the coal mine too, for if they wanted to take a uh,
timber out and uh, plant a black powdered one , in order to break it down
thex post was always down , and they,but actually to tell you what they
actually used for black powder was I never was personally into it to be

able to explain it to you,
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BM. So you worked at the Departure Bay Powder Works, could you tell me
what your job was there exactly.
AT. No not exactly, cause you did everything.
BM. Where did you go about exactly, no not exactly, what did you sorta do
all the little jobs you did?

AT. I did so manydiffergng

obs in Departure Bay that , and that would be uh,
well we did the job of loading the boats, unloading boats, brimnging in
material for the ( (OB ELVr=Correrts i ) (#151) for the manufactureris

( Bowelsy )(#152).

Uh, I worked in the mixing houses, where you mix the ingredients for tb

make powder, I uh, the scariest job I ever for the Powder Words down there
was hauling Nitro Glycerine around in wooden barrels in little wooden

wagon, wooden wheels everything, not metal on it., This one particular night,,
it just started to rain when and wooden walks all around the mixing housese...
BM. Ooooch.

AT. And I started to slip, and it's funny what will go through® your mind,

at that particular time Eecause you know the results of uh, nitro-glycerine
when it blows up.

BM. Ya, quite disasterous,

AT. And it goes up with the leas:, it dowsn't mean you touched it with

a piece of cold metal it would blow up.

BM. Ya.

At. ANOIEYNEXWEXERE Anyway we were in the powder works until just before the
first of December,1918, Then we went back down the mines.

BM., And did you go back down No.#l again?

AT, No, Morden, down there.
BM. You went to Morden,
BM., ANd um, could you describe what # kind of mine Morden Mine was?

As opposed to No.#17?

AT, Well, I can because it was a terrific gassey mine.
BM. You could smell the gas then.
Ag. Oh, for the first couple hours you go down there at night and then you'd

just be absolutely sick until you got, until I guess your blood stream got

the gas mixed in and you were back on your feet again.ANd then when you went

home.....

BM.

AT,

So you would even pass out sometimes then from the gas.

Well no, not exactly, just enough to make you dizzy and then you feel

a ltttle sick but...
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BM. So they didn't have anything like a protective guard or a mask, a

gas mask or something to protect you from fumes.

AT. (mumbled : We didn't have anything like that in those daysgs

BM. Um if the mine is gassey like that, um did the fire boss have to make
alot of continuous checks, like every 15 minutes or some thing?

AT. Well I don't know exactly how long these checks were, oh I imagine
they did because (mumbled by background barking)( '/’ « bess

ek evch sethyTings

AT, 1In Morden MIne I worked there about , just before Christmas. My Dad
worked ang hour and a half, because he had broncial asma, and couldn't

take it. My brother lasted 7 hours, and he not got paid for it yet.

He was a winch kid down there,and he brought this uh tripr{fIfxxxxXXXRXKXXKKE
of coal up, and run it up on top of the winch, so the guy fired him,

BM. Why?

AT, BEcause, £ instead of stppping where he should have, he kept on going
until he come out preety near on top of him,

BM. So if he pushed it over the tép....

AT, He never got paid for that.

AT. But anywhay I quit there before, just before Christmas, and the meantime
they had gone out to Branby again(?)

BM, And whrere did you go?

AT, 1 went out theretoo, but I started between Christmas and New Yeasn,

at Grandby.

BM. And was Granby a better mine to work at than Morden?

AT. Oh, definitely.

BM. What was the difference, why was it better.

At. Well the air was better, they had a better system of distributing the air,
whiich the Morden Mine'they used to make the main airway/ out of uh, old, what
we called batﬁgrggﬁiggﬁ} ) board just whkmk was saw board out bf the
saw mill, And more leakage than enough in them. And the reason my Dad quit
down there is because oh, like if he worked up, you see mining is is consisting
consisting of a bunch of cross cuts, ang that sorta takes care of tunning the
air xme around, and they'd have a two u;;ipipe running in and out, well you
can imagine what the air circulatipg would be . But in Granhf well they didn't

have so much to conterdd with, but I mean the cal itself was wasn't as

gassey as it was down there,
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BM. Would you consider that the owner's of Granby were fiarly more énlightened

than other owner's of mines? It seems that you know from stories that I've read

that they built a nice aqcomaoixtion for the workere and things ¥k like this.

At, Oh ya, (I wos b‘du{:{adh"’f”& 'p)217 I don't know, I don't thinkg

that ( rep 0d% hime (f . )#218 I think that at that particular time, they

were making so much mongy that they had to pay for my taxesand I know this

is what I had been told, that In order to get away from those taxes, they

just started up on the fagﬁéite, but why ® they distroyed it xhmx after,

that's what gets me. Because it definitely was ongé of the most beautiful

laid out coal mining towns that we've ever actually experienced anywhere.

BM. Uh ha. So when GranBly closed down , they tore the town apart , was

it because the company went totally bankrupt? There should be a season

for it being sold off like that if % something goes.....

AT. Well maybe they didn't wart to be bothered, 1 mean it was an American

outfit so, they would wan; to get out with the least trouble as possible,

1 guess.

BM, So did you ever live in Gramnby then?

AT. Oh just from uh...

BM., O r did you commute?

AT. From uh 1920 to uh, well September , (We wmo~fc) cut ) September 22nd

or un, ya September 2Znd 1932. -

BM. So you were citizens of Granby then?

AT. Oh ya. When we were married in October we had to move and live up there.

BM. Did you, did you, didyou, and your wife ever live out in Granby then?

AT. Ya we did,

BM. So when they sold the houses, like I guess they sold them or whatever,

to move out property....

AT. They sold them for the lprice that they paid.

BM., Did you ever take advantage of that offer or...? Or were you not in

that economic um state to do that?

At., No, I didn't have the money in those days.

AT. I know I always said that I would like to preserve that Townsite up there

myself...

BM. Ya, it would have been a nice little town for a tourist trap of something.
) AP Y Gwrs e piae

AT, BEcause I have a (fq.u (i etrees £] o~ )(#248) with them they're

givingme (ot )
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BM, Yes.,
AT. You know its Surprising thooughx the years how uh, like especially when

I wokked at the {a:¥c;§gié§k?)(#251> ( 1 vse {o 5it on i)

we-would sit on the hill, and I'll have to take a picture of this hill

because it was something worthwhile, it would have been worthwhile today
beacause , all the pictures that I mhave seen so far I've never seen one

that was complete, and that is to show Granby at the water. But it was
Just...oce.

BM. So do you have pictures of that?

AT, I have a few , mx ya.

BM., Could you describe exactly where Gramby is? I you know I really don't
have a , I sorta know, have an idea where it is, but uh, not exactly pemfmmtiyx

you know personally.

AT. Vell I'l]_golng to tell you this., That I think they call it

ﬂpﬁa{maFﬁm’
(Fouston?)(?) ( ) ) road now, Do you know wehxexx where

Haslam Creek is?

BM: Xes;

At., Do you know where the Haslam Bridge is?
BM. Yes.

AT. Well you tumn right and go up the hill there, and as you go underneathe

+he huge
the underpath yon see whereA;a used—to dump xkexz= use to be., Now where that
oy Han at Giuwond fQ\/
huge dump used to be originally, when I first started (renting @ room)( or Daruma)

(12202 rond v Lo go Strovgli e (Up slong <ide vig )y

’ Lo
ed 4 4 s [

“thet duomp )f26? and later on as the dumpt began to fill in , and which
t : ae.

\

N
was naturally one of the thimgs that had to be (ctosed)(?)( 1l © 7 Srran
oo ) #269, and a few other things and a place to dumpt the rock and
the (¥¢ Lu<c Y(?)

BM. So there wasn't enough place to dump it then?

AT. That, and not only that they had to blow ocuts and everything contributing
factor and then the market dropping off , all these activites were factors
contributed to the shuttng down . It wasw't (.. -Llheul o doo Y#275

the lovliest Townsite , in coal mining as far as Tth concerned .

BM. Was it a happy community?, cause they had good living conditions it seemed
and, ...

AT, Oh, I would say on the whole ( | wavle =2 CCLag

y#279
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BM. Since you lived in Granby, could you describe the tmwm size of the town?
WAs it uh, more like a like a teeny villiage ?
AT. Well its not that big but I... let me show you some pictures,
BM., Um you just showed me some photographsof Granby, and whern Granby closed
down, what was the different changes in your life style, that you had to
face up to because Granby had modern convehiences you know for that particular
time. ¥4kt What did you have to put op with, herasmz because you know....
AT. The worst thing to put up with was alot of ( v potrele put Y291
put up, in the building you gould pick up a ( OO0 DL AL

)#293 in the hungry thirties it was pretty wicked, And of course
we hoved when Exmwimy, ( says Gramina, but means Granby) Granby we went
to Chase River in our Grandmother's plwe , and we were very fortunate
{ peape (e )#296, because we were only getting 17.50 a month,
And which wasn't uh, you didn't buy no fir coats.
BM. And you had to work for the $17.50, in'(respect!(?)( )
would Be called welfifare but you actually worked for this welfare, ....
AT, You did, you worked 8 days a month.
Actually we weren't heing given anything but uh, actually I think it preserved
the gamity of alot mfxdgmx of people by doing that, just hanging around
doesn't help anybody.
BM. I actually think its alittle better that you do something for that
jmoney, yes.
Doesn't make like you're taking a hand out,'
AT, Ho.
BM. And when did you finally get anothere job was it in the mine?
AT, No. No, 1937 I started working on the sawmilll. Ya the last week in March
1937,
BM. Uh ha. Um after, after Granby closed Hown that was the last fime you
worked in a mine.

AT, That was the last, and as I said I only worked 3 days mining coal that was

with my Dad in Grandby, that was before I asked for a ¥ job on the surface

3 Coiay @
. b3

of the mine, I don't think I, I went back in the minﬁ\affgr that to helping
so¥me one , one of the guys, pku putting in a safe in their , that was

before they got , bought pumps to putin, Another time, oh yes I did

I worked with a surveyor for about 3 months, and we used to go down and surveg
{4 fu < e ¢ =t )#324  he had to keep a track on Haslam

Mine , he had to keep that down on... That would be a great way to get hold

Lic o
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one of the old surveyors of Gpannby , or any mine, they'd have some of the

greatest pictures you know, schematic drawings, and mine workings and

explanations for it. Just like uh, say Bob Bomner, he lived in Victoria

and he ended up as a mine & inspector , but he was the last Curveya )

there they had a Granby, and they must have kept an awful lot of those pictures

like , uh, Ray Knight he's always after me to draw him a schematic drawing

of the outling of Granby as it was, you know all the inlets, and outlets,

and the way the town was laid out.

BM, Are the roads and streets still there, ar are they all over ground by

now?

AT, Ah, they'd be chewed up, they been tearing the gravel out of there,

you go up there now, its, ... what amusEnx amuses me is that uh, The boarding

house the cook house itself andthe damce hall we had combined, they've

got that fenced in now, and their making a heritage out of it now, but

there's nothing lieft but the foundation. Why couldn't they have Hemm

done that earlier? youknow,

BM, Well are they going to reconstruct it?,...

AT. The only time I went Xmxzhe back , it was with ( ?ﬁr:n.«f
)#350 and we wmk went down there and had a weekend up there,

and the boarding house ifself, w it was just about, the roof was practically

all torn down, slept on that bard floor, all weekernd., And uh, the houses

were all gone, that would be about 1945. So ¥ actually, that was the

last time I went back in there. And now , its, their taking all the gravel,'

their still taking sand and gravel out of there. DBut people dumping stuff

in there I mean it is actually a disgrace you know.

BM. They're dumping garbage?

AT, 1Its scuch a lovely Townsite that could defelpe in , the fellow used to say

to me he'd say, oh you gonna have ride to Nanaimo, and ride... well I've seen

people for aver in the years, rode from Nanaimo to Chemainus, to go to work

in a sawmill, So what difference is where they live?

BM. Well with cars I mmmx mean you've been you've .....

AT, ABsolutely, and the surrounding there is more pleasant I mean sure

you had that big rock dump, but that didn't mean anything, that didn't stop

you from the like you seen in those pictures, but that was a really beautiful

layed out thing, that's what it was as far as I'm concerned, The Granby

Company must have at the early part of the was , they must have made an

enourmous profit because ,.. Something that bothereed me an awful mk lot
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over the years, the waste of coal. You know the potential that's in a pound
of coal, its, its, absolutely tremendous . You take in 1922, 23, that there
were getting a 110 different by-products out of coal, and just threw to one
side, they didn't even bother. They even made aspiring and everything

else from,...

BM. They've found more effecient ways of burning coal now, you can burn any
kind of coal and they put it in a suspension or something like that and the
fire burns hotter and , theye is very little residue Gk eS

AT, We're used to digging that and had that in ethe in the early 20's

You take, we sold low ( —=. ) coal to a suggar refinery(?)
in Vancouver, and it wasxyuiﬁﬁ%xggégggand blowing it (?) and it was almost
o

rock., B cause as long as there was enoughcoal in there and pulverizing

e e, 'ty - v 4

’

and blowing it into the dust, and they were getting ébrta ( )
on the rock, I t used to go 31, 32 ( e e )#394
v
AﬂiN_1 as I say when you get not much ash in &% well you were getting near
e }"\
as mueh(?)( == ) as possible , because You see when the Granby Co.
Cokﬁrmg
took, more or less stole the uh, (Cofen-Coal)(?)( )#400

from No.#1l mine because we had ®zless sulphur in our coal as well, as they
had in No.#l, therefore it was easier to wash that surlphur out at Granby,
that it was at No.#l.
BM, Oh they get the sulphur out of the coal they washed it then.
CoKeg
AT. Well kf¥m (Coten“Coal) you have to have a very low sulphur content.
BM. So sulphur was very soluable in water.
AT, It wares off., It depends on just how much was in it. You see there
was more sulphur in Nanaimo, than therewere in Gramby coal. So we were abk
to wash bt out by the method of floatation and they were.... You see xhexm
we had two differnt types of a wabher. Washer at Grandby was the Jig Washer,
BM, Where (what) is a Jig Washer?
AT. Well that's where the water is forced upa and down ecentric ol the shaft
and then it push the water up these screems., with %" (quarter inch¥) holes
in it, and that system of farced to the water through the pumping action on the
side keep that in more or less suspension you see, the heaviest went down to
the bottom and went thrugh , and went out through a ( g5t sto et o Y423
valve and that procedure.
But in uh, No.#l, was a light headed cone washer.
BM. Cone Wahser?

AT. And it was shaped like a cone only inverted, but the process was the same
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that the method of suspensioﬁ was the same, but the action was different.
Instead of a plunger(?) you had this thing rotating around. How it actually
workd I don't,... I never seen the inside of... I applied for a job down
there, but I never got oée, because they had too many guys working there.

BM, What would you say about the safety conditions at Granby, were they

something to be desired , or were they fair enough?

/

~

AT. Well its something and ( s i =yt )#438 that

it was gust something that couldn't come back. And that was one, one of the
reasons why they had to shut it down too, was you see, they spent 750,000
dollars(seven hundred and fifty thousand dollars) to draw, they hit this
faam(?)( 07 Y#443% down there, and it cost them $750,000.00

to pukin blow , drive a tummel through to get into the other bed of coal,

BM, There was a fault, as in an earth fault.

AT. Well, whatever caused these faults I don't know.

B, Well ...cvcervecan @k Bhe earthe

AT. At any rate , It it went down to this fault and going over to where

The Cassidy Airport is. And there's suppose to have 640 (six.hundred and forty)
acres of coal over there, Zhexmiwes A mile square of the airport, according
to ¥ the way I mm used to hear it. ANd in order to get it through this to
get into this body of coal, they had to drive this tunnell which they kept
tellirg me it cost §750,000.00 . Well they get into this stream of ccal

and they run into these uh, blow outs, and no matter how they

BM. Is a blow out and explosion of gas?

AT, No matter how they used to (%?ggé)(?)( )#464 the best thing
was every once’'in a while it would blow out, and , xthe last time I think
khex it Bx took about 2 or 3 men at kmm omne time, But it would blow out

as far as a 1D0 ft. back solid, and they'd be loading that for days and days.
When I was one of the washers thereyou'd have to stand there all night pushing
this fine stuff down, because it wouldn't go into this uh....

BM, Oh it would sorta fleat.

AT. It would jwst float out and you would have to stand there and poke it
downn,

the
Try and make get into the washring action and all of a sudden water went
right straight through.
BM. Uh ha, and um...

AT. Tt was so fine it would be blown out by the...
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BM. Was there any serious um disasters that resulted from these blow-outs,
like were there people injured or killed?

AT, Oh, they lost alot of lives.

BM, So it was a common occurance that at least a couple times a year they
would %ﬁgﬁn a couple of men = Emupk?

AT. I don't know just what their sequenee was, but uh, they were beginning
to lose them so often that they decided..so that what they do they just work
the workings ( Koo Y495 till they worked it out. And then of
course they had another little mine over on the other site too, they started
up, which helped keep Granby going until 1932, But then they eventually
worked out too.

BM, And you also worked in No.#l um, do you remember any disasters at your
time that happened at No,#1?

AT, DNo, never when I worked on it.

BM. So they were able to avoid after that bad one they had in the 1800's.
AT, Ya, well that was, that must have been a very bad one because, later on
I working down there, but later on, where the place where the place had been
sealed off for years and years and years, that they eventually opened it up
again, and uh, the uh, when the air got in there alot of the ....(end of side one)

SIDE TWO

!an

y 19, AL wd H
BM, eI just know its going to do it, cause I was waiting for it, but some-

times waiting for something to do it, makes you jump twice as high.

BM, Ok. you're talking about No.#l mine in when they reppened this old section
they found the old bones of...

AT. Well they found lots of old bones of animals and probably just been
caughts when the gas hit down there or whatever it was.

BM, Yes, they had uh, I think it was 1887 they had that terrible disaster at
No.#1 where a 150 “perished, It was a bad thing.

AT, Yes, well I, I I don't know what year this was, cause I can remember when
we used to walking down the place where we worked , show you a place where it
was sealed off you know, But they tell me around oh I imagine it was, it must
have been in the 30's there sometime whxere they suppose to reopen that.

You know start mining again once the fire, ya it was a fire wasn't it?!

That section on that coal mine, ya that's right, they sealed it off to break

the fire down.
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AT. That uh, No I uh, feel sorry for those horses though, They uh, you know
there were some that were gentle, and uh they were others of course that would
just as soon let you have it with their feet (2¢ | <o ¢ Y534

And alot of men, a lot of the men down there they ill treated the horses too.
YOu hear alot of these guys bragging about they would tie a horse up because
they done this or done another thing. And what they used to call Braddish
Boards( ?sp) ( hﬁt*i*[;rﬁ ) and that was used to put over the

top 6f the timber you know to stop the small stuff from falling on top of

your head.
BM. Yes.
AT. And they'd take one these things and they just batter(?)( ), ,,1b./¢ )

the devil out of them you know..

BM. And thef; and they felt really proud of doing that.

-AT. Oh, I dou't know. I kaow guys...

BM. Slightly sick in the mind.

AT, I know guxys that were fired for doing that ( )

BM. I think that's sickening when people do that, there's no purpose for it.
There's no gain, or nok benefit for them.

AT, WELl actuallyit isn't .

AT. But uh, I still claim that the seam of coal still (// /(<. but Yi#sL4
*hey'lli never be able to get Lt now, but uh, you know its all bzen mined out
and flooded in now on the topbut there's suppose to be an entire seam of coal
under the one they were working, No.#1 . I can't remember where I heard

that but, there's suppose to be on a map somewhere,

BM, Well they're looking into um coal around Nanaimo again cause there's....
AT, Oh there must bem lots of coal areund Nanaimo.

BM, .. There's an operation .up in Campbell River opening up now, open mine
pit mining, and they're thinking of about d@ing m that up around base of

Mount Benson area.
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AT. We&ll in doing your travels you know you could always look into this

and take Granby and the trouble Fhey're having with blow-outs. If you study
the entire surface unde:groundZéaterloo itself where all that territory
where that airport is..

BM,. Yes.

AT. That there's suppose to be an underground river bed, that you can actually
hear it in spots,. The peopde that lived in it ( I worked in sawmill in

WAterloo)(?)( ~ f- )#556.,

When they , they went dowm ﬁgnfégﬂg the wells there several times and they
and they had engines coming out there(?) where they were cleaning out the

well, and a frog would come in, you know, and he was a big frog too.

And they go and have their dinner and they go and have a sandwhich and a
cup of tea or‘something, and they come back and the frog was gone, but they
could actually bear the water running down there, actually Waterloo was
suppose to be one bath(?) wunderground stream of water. So we , my son-in-
law and I often wondered if that would probable have any thing to do, or
something to do with that part of Gramby, because the @ranby coal was going
out underneath the airport.

BM. Oh ya.

AT, Which use to be Paterson's. Paterson's use to have the farm and then
CAseidr's. Caesidy's use to have a faem on this cide of it., ANd the coal
that, that allXx that coal is still under there. Whether they'll ever be
able to ever get it, I don't know,

BM. So , sorta Granby was sorta like a sad chapter in coal mining history I
guess. You know not in the fact that alot of bad came out of it but because
it was such a xhiug seemed to be a good place.

AT, It was a nice place to work for, I, I didn't mind,

BM, Um..

AT. We had a nice home anyway(or didn't we)(?)

ANd she had a girlfriend and husband live next door to us, childhood girlfriend
funny we should live next door to them in Granby.

BM. Uh ha, did you um ever, did you ever think about working about South
Wellington, because it trtas about that time that they opened up #10, about
'32 wasn't it?

AT, No.

BM., No?
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AT. Well I tried soj} many places and I, I didn't want , Well I wouldn't go
back down the mine agian, no matter what. While you were working down there
as 1 say we started to wqu when you were so young, you never noticed it
because uh, it just seemed to ba a way of life at that time, But then
after, after getting out x® of the mine at Granby, I never wanted to go

back down any more.

BM, Could you um, describe how it was being down in the mine working. You
know, you know, I guess there were moménts when you paused to work, did you
ever think you know what am I doing in this dark hole?

AT. Well actually no. I think, as fer as I'm concerned it just took a
matter of course. I mean uh, I never, no I can never, but I never uh, I never
talked bad about it.

BM., So you ﬁever really thought you were just just like you were saying, its
just the way of life,

AT. THat was the way of life and that was it, And I think you'll find the
general assumption between old miners everywhere that uh, they all ( 5

Jue 1}aua\JT)#594 the same thing.

BM. Ya, ya, they never really thought of it.

AT, No, because actually you go back now, we've been to England three#3)
times and we uh, we talked to alot of the old coal minere there, and their
seams of coal are much lower thatun oors. Aud in alot of cases they uh...
BM, What do you mean?

AT, ... they've worked all day long on their kneas.

BM, Oh what you mean by low seams that they were very narrow so they had to
practically had to work down on their bellies and things.

AT. Narrow seams... made it harder to get the coal, I mean they had the
coal there but, the narrow seams and they worked, like you take most of

our coal mines here, they uh, they would take alot of they would mine all
that say there was uh, uh, what they call, oA now I can't remember the name
now, you say you had so mueh rock, and then someone would say you only jhad
a little bit of caal, and so mueh mud on the top.

BM, ' Yes,

AT, Well they would maintain an average height say, uh, anywhere from five
and a half(5%) six (6) feet maybe, someplaces would go higher- than that

just depending on the heighth of the coal. You would always maintain that

same heighth, by taking out that much rock , that amount of rock on the bottom
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and that amount of dirt that was on the top, That they maintained that height
no matter where they went. But in England, it was a little different,
they didn't. .

BM. Oh yes, so they , they, maintained the height.....(both talking at same time)
AT. ... go down on your knees, and work on your knees.

BM, So in England they tended to follow the coal seam no matter if it went

up or down or zigzagged, or what ever,

AT, And if they, if they can make it ( S )#615, even thoughk
you had to work on your knees, you worked om your kness, although they had
those special knees pads to do it, But I have uh, I have a book in here

too don't I, with uh, I'd like to show it to you,

BM. You jus? showed me a book about um, the difference the way they mine coal
in England aﬁd here, and here in general they usaullly cut the uniform height
of about five to six feet, youknow if the seam was narrow they just cut the
uniform height anyhow. But what was the reason for that, was is something the
miners demanded so they didn't have to spend all their time crawling around?

Or was it just the way things were?

AT, No, I, I, couldn't tell you. I would just be gueasing what it would be.
But general that's usually what they did here because....

BM., Uh ha, And um , what, did you ever travel to Nanaimo, and sorta like
what methods of transportation did you use to travel to Nanaimo?

AT, Oh we use to uh, we first stayed , stayed in the bunkhouse, and we used to
go home on the weekend. And uh, we'd go by teain, mostly.Because they never
had no jittneys in those days. You know , I mean you didn't have a bus service
like that, like you have today, so we had to rely on the tmain. And to come
back to CGranby, well we'd come back on the Sunday afternbon train. We had more
trains running then of course. ANa uh, we'd leave Granby on uh, Saturday nite
or whatever, depending what shift you were on, And uh, then go back on the
Sunday afternoon,

BM, Uh ha.

AT. So you had like uh, Saturday nite, and Sunday morining at home.

BM. So jittneys and uh, trains, were basically your main motor transportatiomn.
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AT. Well, when we first started at Granby there wasn't any jittneys.

BM, Oh.. did you walk?

AT. Later on this began to develope, you see. And then before we moved there
my Dad and my Mother they bought a 490 Chev, that was a 1919 model. Cost,

I remember that because it cost twelve hundred and fifty dollars ($1250.00)
at that time.

BM, Twelve Hundred that's a condsiderate amount.

AT. That was alot of money in those days.

BM. Thats like & today's prices.

AT, But they just had the canvas sides on it, You know, the plexy glass windows
you know.

BM. Oh ya.

AT, And mylhad got hurt at that time, ¥ and I had only had one lesson.

We wekre on the left hand side of the road then too...

BM, Really here, we were on the left hadd side of the road?

AT, Oh ya, yes, ga, It uh, I think they changed that in 1923,

BM. So in 1923 we changed to the left hand side, to the right hand side., of
the road.

AT, Ya, that's right. I had one lesson in the driving of the 490 Chev my
DAd got hurt, andt =then I had to take it over.

BM., So you've been driving for a long time them?

AT, Right,

BM. Uh, ha, um like could I ask you again like Ok. I'jm going back to Granby
again, if a worker had an accident, like you know any kind of any injury

from cutting his finger to breaking his l#g. What kind of emergency medical
facilities for that particular injured man?

AT, Oh we had a doctor right on, right in Granby.

BM, Uh ha, was this a common practice to have a doctor on haidd?

AT. Oh he, he, was, we paid so much a month for a doctor.

BM., But I mean just mot for Granby, was that a common practice for all mines

in Nanaimo area, to have a doctor?
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AT, No, not naturally, I mean, .....

BM, It was just Granby then, basically.

AT, Yousee, its just the same as, as you for instance, you have so many people
around there that you have trained for Industrial First Aid.

BM., So you did have people that were , took something like St, John's
Akmbulance, or something like tht,

AT, ..Basically you would head down the mine, just the same as they have in
the sawmill today you have your industrial first aid men. Or in those days
they used to call it ST. John's Ambulance.

BM. So they did make allowances to have someone that was on hand that could,
if someone was injured.

AT. Oh yes, right, But they mever got paid like thgy do in today. They more
orxm less did it on their own,

BM. But I was just establighing the fact that they did have somzone there.
AT. Oh yes, definitely.

BM, Um, this is sorta getting into, something I don't gknow if you would know
but, um, diseases common to miners like um, would you , was theee some kinda um
some particular thing, did miners always have colds or sniffles or something
like that, due to working in the coal mims , was there something that you
remember , a sickness that seemed to be common or somethng like that ,?

You see I don't really know exactly what I'm talking about....

AT, Iknow what you m&gﬂ“ﬁg; Well I ean't, I can't say that I've.....

BM, Did you, did you think that alot of the people miners seemed to have a
cold or were constantly sniffling all the time?

AT, No, I can't say so( oK . )(a bit mumbled)

BM, Um was the flu a commom thing/ for s miners to catch constantly all the
time from the damp mine,

AT, Well vyou can go back to uh, September 1918, when we had that big flu
epidemic here. Uh, 907 6f the beople I guess then were all coal miners,

That , that wasn't developed just actually through caol miners, but .....

BM, So you can't think of any, you can't think of any hygenic problems that
were common to the coal miners.

AT, Well not exactly..

BM. So there wasn't any problems more than there is today.



e |

Page 21

BM. Ok. Were you around when they started talking about unions?
AT. When I started, well I would like to go back this far, that the second

mine I worked in , in Cape Breton Island , my brother and I (8id) ...

S S 1E: Uniety i

AT. ... 1t was uh, a (meaner?)(?)(#701) because ( <y ¥ /. N )#702
that's what makes it rather uh, uh, much of a joke, because I mean that, the
age that we were, when we started the No.#3 mine on Cape Breton Island and

it, we were told by the mine manager now you know the rules of ( L uniien o
am mine, you have to join the union. And we said yes we do. And it was the
United Mine Workers of Amrica. And now what year it was, well, I imagine I
must have been about 13 and a half when I xak started.....

BM. So when you were 13 years old, you had, you were in a way, you got that
job you had to join the union also.

AT, We had, that was in No. #3 mine, in No.#4 mine they didn't have a union,
BM, And that's what you saying, was saying theat was sorta strange 13 years
old and usually it was union policy to uh, protect from child labour .

AT, That's right , and uh, my brother who was 2 years younger than me, so if
you figure well if I was 13%, ( o> 4/ e ! % ) (29 now I'm just guessing
now, or xeven if I was 1l4....

BM. He would have been 11 or 12,

AT. Ya absolutely, that's the thing.(yoU hay¢ (e )#719. “rC:I._‘.\j;n,'C. a ol
And he worked a short time on No.#%4, now how much I can't remember, but I know..
BM, No.#4 Cape Breton, thoughk right?

AT. Ya. And uh, but as I say they use to ask about me, so there it was, the
United Mine Workers Of America was in @Sape Breton then already, I don't know
when they started,

BM, So the unioXns themselves started in pretty primitive methods themselves,
1 guess.

AT, ©Oh wya,

BM. Ahd what, out in Nanaimo area, when did they £ £first um, sxtart gaining

I guess strength or um, popularity amongst the workers?
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AT, Well we had to go way back to the....

BM, You wouldn't have been here during the 1912's though would you?

AT, DNo, I wasn't x here then.

BM, DNo. ‘

AT. Well that would, I would , what the devil did they call that union?

One big uniokn .

BM, They had one I think United Mine Worker's Of America, but before that

it was United Mine Workers of Canada. I think it was the American affiliation
that got a strong hold here.

AT, Ya, but thet wasn't started until into the 30's.

Because I can remember khe my bpother-in-law's brother was one of the first

to organize that, but I can't remember what year that was. But it was in the
® 30's 1 know,

BM, Ya. It took that long after khukx  the 1912 strike for them/ to, they had
to, they had to actually start right from the beginning again.

It wasn't until about the i930'3 I guess they um, got the I guess um, support
or recognition, I guess, that was the most imppretant thing was it recognition?
AT. (mumbles dmring first part of BM. speech)

AT, Oh ya, well gou had to have the strength in the first place, you had to
have over 50% like you havéiéuen today(igg&i&@&éfI mean before you??%ply for
certain (vacation)(?)( sginwr=uvis ) or anythirg union at any place you
have to have over 507 to before you can put your application in for a union.
BM, Mmm,

AT, So uh,

BM. So uh, was the idea of a union in this areaa , was it a popular xheking
thing, a wanted theing, or much didputed thigg,?

AT, Oh I would say a wanted thing. Because we used to first orgahize the uh,
United.,., uh IWA, 2ond in uh (sawmills)(?) I first time I came out was in
1938.

B¥. I think that was about the same time for the coal mines also.

AT, DNo, no, they were before that.

BM, Earlier?

AT, Oh ya,

B.M Oh I see.

AT. They were before I started to work in a sawmill,

BM. Uh ha, Um...

AT. I suppose I got pictures...
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BM, Um, oh what was I going to ask now?

AT. We never had any at Branby. What they had at Granby, was a Gentlemens
Agreement between the codl miners and the company.

BM. Well was this ....

AT. Well it didn't work very well either.

BM, ¥eibomuitd This gentlemens aggreement it did not work then?

BM. No.

BM, So the company really didn't actually keep its word then. Or dd the
miners, did the bothm parties try to keep their word, or was it management
that opted out?

AT, Well,. that would be a matter of mopinion because I don't know, you see
we never had anything to do with any Gentleman Aggeement, we were just uh,
company men, we weren't on contract.

BM, Uh ha, well what would have happened if uh, ok, I'm going back to say
before unions were rexcognized to the extent where the unions workers were
represented. Um, what would happen & if the company found out that you

were a union member? And you were working in their mine, and they did not
recognize the w union, what would happen to you, would they fire wyocu?

AT, Well it depends. Most of the time they wouldn't, but sometimes they would.
BM. So sometimes they would and someti=mimes they wouldn't, um, Ok, if they
were really out to get youand they wanted you, would they black list you
from the other mines if they really thought you were a radical?

AT, Well, I seen it dome.

BM, Uh ha, so black listing was common is certain cases where,..

AT, Oh I would say lotsa cases.

BM. Uh ha, And when they black liséed, that meantx that they were barred
from all mines in this area as far as €Gumberland?,

AT, I've uhl've seen, I'm now now I'm just going by what the mikx old people
tell me(?) from the 1912 strike, that uh, * alot of people had to leave and
go work some place else, and when they came back it took them along while
before they ever got backinto the swim agaén.

BM., Uh ha. So blacklisting was an occurance.

AT, Oh ya, (mumbled)

BM, Um, xix talking about, I guess Ok, Granby ti would be alﬁost an enlighted

example FBor most of the living conditions, could you go through basically Ok,
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living conditions before Granby, this is like things you would have in your
home like little luéxuries, and then to Granby, could you give a complete
stark difference. Ok, you're in Nanaimo working in No.#1 and Ok, could you
describe what you would have at xhome like did you have hot and cold r@nning
water,.,.?

AT. Oh ya.

BM, In Nanaimo then, yes? And did you have electricity?

AT. Right,

BM. And would you have things like a couch, a sofa, and lots of chairs?

AT, Oh I (don't)(?) think so, We had sofas and they were quite common,

BM. And what kind of stove, I quess you would have a coal and wood stove.
AT, Ya, coa} and wood stove, ya. Usually around that time,....

BM, And um did you have a sewer system, like a toilet that was hooked up to
a sewer or did it go into a septiec tank.?

AT, Oh, I'm not too quite sure, but I think they had the same system at
Nanaimo in 1918.

BM, It was the old wooden coil kind I suppose yes. ANB um, sosthey did have
electricity you pretty well,...

AT, The power plamit was down by the millstream,

BM, And wou used , you didn't have refrigeration quite that early but you
would have had like the ice box.

AT, Tee Box.,

EM. Uh hmm., and i quess wou would have, you would have I quess nornal things
I quess you would have food and things like that, Was the cost of food
considerable, like um, did the mine company's themselves have some kind of
control , over the cost of food of the town, er was fairly, very free of
trade going on here?

AT. No, no it would be free tmade, especially in Nanaimo. Because although
I tell you that one thing in Nova Scotai, that uh, one time they use to have
the companys%;;, this No.#3 mine I was talking about, and Ha, the trememdous
amount of money that some people owed those....

BM. Yes, thayjust kept people so much in debt that they could not leave mthat

town.
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BM., So Nanaimo was fortunate that they had free enterprise.

AT, Oh ves, definetly. I would say that vya.

BM. And um would you remember about the Chinese community here? Um the
clinase often asscciated‘withthe mines, as they one timed worked in £t.

Did they work in the mines while you were there?

AT, No, not when I was there .

BM, They were limited to um what xdid you call, stoking up the boilers or
whatever.

AT, At the time I was I would be here, they were working in Cumberland,.
BM, They did work in Cumberland.

AT. Ya, We, it was quite hard trying to get up to Cumberland in that time, so
we never even tried to get up there. I believe that they worked in the coal
mines in Cumberland.

BM, ANd here in Nanaimo like they were working with the coal miners, but
they would have been up top, do you remember seeing them around and what
they were doing? |

AT. No, no, actually I didn't, I never seen them on the top or at No.#l.
BM, Um did they have Chinese out at Granby?

AT No, the only Chinese we had out at Granby, wasuh, laundry...

BM, Chinese Laundry,.

%Ed thét?nd uh maybe a few working around thexhestdagtzmbdhs'x boerdiéng bouse
BM. Oh yes, so they were sorta working as house boys I suppose.

AT, I can't remember anyone working around the surfaces or down the mine in
Granby .

BM, Did you ever um go to Chinatown,?

AT, Oh yes, quite often,

BM. What was yo;r reason for going to Chinatown, was it sorta like....

AT. Chinese Food.

BM., Just Chinese Food,

BM, Do you remember the name of that Chinese um Houde was cilled , the Chop
Suey Houde, or did it have a particular name like....

AT, Well the one we used to go to, because I worked with him in the sawmlll,
was the Yen House., Then later on we used to go to, you know the people that
own the Rendezvous now, and they were on this end of Chinatown, wasuh, I forget
what they used to call it now.

BM. Wong...

AT. No but they use to have a mame....



Page #26

BM. Oh I see, Was it Chop SueyHoulse or was it?

AT, No, and then of course there was Wille Chang, who use to ( & ' & )

Puss'n Boots ...

BM, Oh va, I've heard that name befoee.

AT. ANd then there was a No #7(Number Seven House) it was on the middle of
_é sl A M A . P

that side. AS these went on, i was pretty we&i (f'f Songil f

=y )#884, he employed an aewful lot of Chinamen. Wou see

what happened when I first started in the sawmill was that uh, even when

et = /s,

Péttulla(*)( ) brought wm out working wages which was

40 cents and hour, these companys were allowed to hire a Chinamen for as

low as 15, 16, 17 cents an hour ,

BM. So alot of people saw them as trying to take their living away.

AT. I know,‘because (Andy.....)(Eﬂﬂn@fv )#895 showed me at
one time, he showed me thxzest sheets that the gobernment issued statements,'
they could employ so many people at this rate of pay, Even though Pettualla
working wages was 40 cents an hour or $3.20 a day.

BM, Uh, Um did you have a chruch in Granby?

AT, We had a we just used the hall, but the Catholics built one , and I think
that as far as T can understand they‘still umbexe own that piece of property
that , they must have torndd she the church down after, then they hadn't even
finishad i,

BM. There is a Catholic Church as you go out in Cassidy, somewhere in that
area , between there and Ladysmith, that k£ is suppose to be disobeying thh
Batican and continuang Latin Services .

AT, Waterldo. That could be Waterloo.

BM. Uh ha. So would know what kind of infulence the church would have upon
the community, would there be sorta like a social infulence, that the church
woudld hold?

AT. Well at one time, one of the managers that was there one time that would
be when Jimm Tolley(sp?) (, T oo ~1€. ) was the manager.....

BM, Jim Tolley?

AT, Ya, he was the manager and his brother was his bmoss , that was whenx
this Catholic Church came up,

BM. Yes.

AT. And he uh, he didn't actually force it on. But the people at Cassidy at that

time built that church,
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BM.. Yes.

AT, ANd it probablyg went on with his influence. You k know I've seen the

same thing in Cape Breton Island. In No.#2 mine,he was a Catholiec, (4 7 /¢
b X ~¢ No 4 oo = 'é'{‘*‘i"‘“?:":mf“;Bl , and they were brothers...

BM, And so....

AT, .... the Catholic infjuence then was very very strong.

BM. So this mine manager to a certain extent would um, sorta infjuence you

to go to church, and he would, not exactly say it in more words than one,

but he would , it would help you a lot better if you did go would it?

AT. No, I can't hardly say that he didit. He did do people of the Catholic
faith,

BM. Oh sorta, did he do# alittle bit of intimidation?

AT, (mumbled)

AT. ©Oh, I think so, in a little way. Uh he was that type of a person.

BM. Uh ha, so that isn't'something, that, that can be just that man, isn't
wasn't something, ya.

AT, But that was a long.....Ya, just that faith, but we belong to, we were
Protestant, but he never bothered with.. Not tc my knowledge, I never I know
I would never bother about, T could belong to the Catholic church, or any
other church,

BM, Yes., It usually is most common in most ndners most of them were you know
Christian believers, but they weren't Ewidsdt what you would call someone that
would have to go tb church every Sunday, I mean they believed and that was
good enough for them. Was that common?

AT. 1'd never seen any like that. Except as I said, in Cape Breton Isaland.
BM. DNo, but what I was saying that most miners were Christian but I mean
they felt that as long as they were Christians that was good enough they

did not have to go to church every Sunday.

AT. ¢ ThaTs ek v 967, T still feel the same today, I don't

hve to go to church to ba a Christian,
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BM., No. Um, did you use to go to things like the beer parlour, or the pub?
AT. Right(?)
BM, Was that a frequent thing to do, a past time, or something you did

once in a while.

AT. Oh xtxwasx T would say .9 © 98P0

a very pleasant pasttime
because we had uh, the people who ran it, I don't know, the people were
more socialable in those days even though they had a pint or two.

Well today, T don't know its just its so long I've been in a beer parlour
that I forget what they lookm like,

BM, Uh uah, well they're starténg different kinds of things, as apposed to!
the bars, they're startiéng commumity beer parlours again, sorta like §styled)
but old English Pubs sorta things. And they seem to be , seem to be coming
popular becadse they're becoming sorta things that part of that a little
sr:a, and not something that people from far away go to, usually the people
respect it,

BM, Um, what do you um, did you ever take your wife to the beer parlour?
AT, Sure,

Bt Uh ha, s

AT. (mumbled)

BM, It wasn't & something, something you had to leave the wife at home then.

AT. Uh nc, Oh ya, earlier days yes.

BM. Uh ha, but you took your wife with you I mean there was nothing thought off.

AT, When, when they opened it up, you could go and have a couple of beers of

so, social evening out, I don't think we ever went to excess.

BM. Uh ha., What kind of entertainment did you have, baseball , soccer , rugby

or uh shows, did you have any set things like that?

AT. Granby? Yas, (possibly?)

AT, All coal mines were sponserd especially football.

BM. Did you ever play on some spott team?

AT. Uh, I played softball, little Xmagwe baseball.

BM. Uh ha, #id they have any I guess doctprs as in MD's there in Granby?
Not the mine doctor, but a doator that would treat the local people.

AT, WEll he was righ t there ( Gt ) #24
he was brought in by the comapny, but then we had to pay uh, 'so much a month

What we pay? 75cents wasn't it,

Wife: I #m can't remember.
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BM. So your're, so the company .........Tape ends,

Interviewed by Bernard McNicholl

Transcribed by Heidi Schmitt
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