
Harmful Language Statement

VIUSpace contains material reflecting the socio-cultural norms and prejudices of its time.
Academic libraries are challenged to preserve contemporaneous expressions of ideas,
not to endorse or perpetuate them, but so they may be studied and challenged in service
of a more just, equitable and humane society. We recognize that VIU students,
employees and library workers will encounter discriminatory, offensive and hateful
representations of humanity within VIU Library collections, and that harms may occur as
a result, even as we seek to anticipate and mitigate those impacts through careful work.
We are committed to, and actively engaged in, ongoing and iterative work to reconcile
our responsibility to support scholarly inquiry with our commitment to the safety,
inclusion, equity and dignity of all persons engaging with VIU Library spaces, services
and collections.

The VIU Library is committed to

● Ongoing learning with humility from professional resources and projects to inform
approaches and to improve descriptive practices

● Centering care and awareness for library user communities in the ways we
approach descriptive practices

● Welcoming diverse perspectives by engaging and consulting library user
communities

● Perceiving VIUSpace as a “living” resource to be maintained and updated with
evolving changes to subject-based terminology and descriptive practices

● Removing inaccurate, outdated, biased, and offensive subject-based terminology
to be replaced with updated subject-based terminology that aims to accurately
describe library materials and provide subject-based access with consideration to
equitable and inclusive access and retrieval of library materials on Indigenous
topics

● Engaging with professional development opportunities and resources to inform
approaches and to continually improve descriptive practices

● Acknowledging the intersectionality of this work, and the harmful effects of LCSH
terminology upon diverse groups of library user communities. Future phases of
this work will consider and update subject-based terminology for describing
materials on topics such as, IBPOC, women, 2SLGBTQ+, neurodiverse people,
and people with disabilities.



1 . St n4o Ar~and 

?his is i'yrtle Dcr gren , i n ter viewi ng Steve Armand , Peb . 6 , 1979 . 
~ v 
' • ,. I 

r:J : : Hm;, old were you when you otartcd work in~ in th~ mlne:; , ::>tcvr:? 
S. A: ·-r wasn ' t quite sixteen . f± I think it was about J month~ I had to GO · 

:.i.B : And what was your firot job? ·· 

S . A. : \/ell my first j~b was wheeling aohcs out of 'the boiler hou::;e, <:.t the ... 
power plartt . 

;.!TI : 'lhat ' s the first time I ' ve heard of that job . 

S . A. : 'iJheeling ashes out of the power plant, steam plar.t. Thio waa on 

a whce::..barrowl 

:m : ~!hat mine was that? ... ...... 
S.A : Extension mine . 

;:B: ~'/hat company owned it at the time? 

S?A. : Canadian Collieries . 

;.: . E. ' Did you work down in the mine, after? 

S . .\ . : No , I never worked underground in Extension mine. I made a few trips 

in, you know , on the notor . 

iill : ~hen they bring out the coal -- how big are those chunks of coal? 

S .A.' Oh , some of them were - - oh , I guess a hundred pounds , I guess , the 

biggest ones. 

i-!B : \'le 11., lilce lqh when they blo·w the coal , how g..<?e s it come dovm? A man has .. . ·. . • . 

-!:;o get out' of the' way, and -wha~ ha?~~ns? ~ :~ 

S . A : ':Jhen they get ready to fire . the shots? Yes , you · walk out . of. your _place , 
J.. .... •• .. • 

you e;et out o1' the way, .then they· have a .<?able, th_e fi:;::e-bocs with the shot 

to fire' has a c_~bl~ and he comes with yo~. ... all with electric 

C<l,PS. 

rm: So then the coal lS all on the ground . So how do they get this coal into ... 
the car? 

S . A. They sh0vel it in . 

,.:3 : They shovel it in? A hundred pounds? 

S. A. Oh well , you pick the chunks up by hand throw them in . 

.z. Ol!c man, sometimes two men, would throv: thern in . nut usually they broke 

• ::±:::!1! --



- -

' L!il!l.t tJ] i witlt a pi.cl·. t\n:L:thc-;::C:·:lxf . ~d;~ th~.·;; ,:;~J:).::r::t: r:.adc ~ltc;1·1 inl:l :·:1a l t:: r· 

J')·r~,,,.,!~- 1' [ 1'}1C", ·,•,·t.'l' £! \) ..t' ': t•.ltut• ' ~ .. !".:, 'lh•·•• U"U'tlJy .:,).• ••'tt•• l'• '" 11 ..t' ttlO •·· . ,-- · • · ~ """' - '- .T - t.;. • • ~ r, ,J • ' '- f , I; ,., '-' • '- • - • •J I I • .l.!.. l' 

rock in lt? 

J .:\. 'l'hcrc •::c:;:-c ~o.nc 11! .-::c..eG where t11r cearn had qui Lc a bi t of ~lir t ln it . 

:-'u'L they mi ned that ou L firGt , youk ln,ov/. 1\wl you load ;;c that ou-t f ir:::;t , 

in the curci . I r th~"rc wasn ' t any roo~ t"o . d '! r-e. ; + ~no you loaded l t in 

the care . And you take it out and -- you ccc that ~lttlc mountain o~~r 

there? TlHJ. t' o whe:ce they dumped it . '£hey clean all the dirt out , nnd 

' thc·n they ' cl ::;tar~ loadin 1 the coal out . They didn ' t want you to pt<"t cny 

dir~ in with the coal , you sec . 

-· r-• ' J.~~ : :Jut how did tlrey clean it out? 

~.A . -Dy shovel~ Well , they blactecl it out firct , rutd then they had t c ~o 

~ l o .. o!' p ick in 1 
, too . ' see , the dirt would l>e , maybe, COi:letim.c::; , in th~ 

uo1o.1 it anu . 
m l.ddlc of the scam . Like, there' u be coal/abO'.'C it, GO ti1cy r:1inocl it out .. 

illarle a bunch of .hl)les and ·shot this J.i dirt out ., Then after they h~d ·it 

all c).eancd up they would drill the coal , and ::;hoot the top coal co::m , and . . , . 
t :1c ·Jottc~~t r.:ra..~. •lp . 

'£hie here ce.am of dirt var led , you know . Some places it was ;:::-::./::>:It . 
1nayb~ two feet ·thick, some times it would be only four inches, ti1ic1~. 

~ .. _. : Dlcl you · say the dirt was four inche3 thick? 

3 • . \.. : Ye::.;. r .. o:;tly all coal t hen . 

:: . TI . : XX';"f:t:-i Eow much rock could th.cy have in a car? 
. 

::; . P..: I waG v;orkin ' on the pi thcacl, and I know they u3cd to coci: ~ lot 
muyoc · • · 

o:: c~~r:;; there. Oh 1 oomotimesx3l£t~P..:\-t you' c! Cr!ly gc~/two or thr~c hur:(}rr.d 

pot:.?.d~: of coG..l ou·t · oi the · \'lhole car I and you 1 d hn.vo n. l;~UY there Gct·c~.. .. _-:-:::; 

it au~ , ju~t to ccc how much dirt wac in it . 
• 

i .·· : hovJ u,uch coal could a miner mlne in n dny? . ;.· 

·; . 1\ . cJc;n 1 t lmow . 'l'hn :;on~ ~-.a,ya lG tono . ( laughter ). 

, 

. '::.~ 



! 'r 1 ·, 11 :r,. 1'1 ,., ' l1 J.\ i r' ·• ·L·1 • • • i 1 Ill ·lt v . ·.~·· , \_; • 

h .:' h.u1 i . 'l'hc t·c \:a :.tt ' t any air cb.·ill: : Q l' a n:t Lllin; li!~ ~ th..:tt . It 
1 ::- t.·l 

..... .. . , , 
• • ..._ • .., ~ .._.._ .1. 

han(! •h~ill:; . - -:Jell , I t::,uc~~ a guy could/-- if he \'1~~ L1 a gooJ 

he. prnuab ly could lu::!il fifteen curs in a day , thai.'~; two guyr.; toc;~ 'Lilcr . 

:..i ~tt<.'..lly wa~ t ;o:o l~u.y;; to.ecthe~ in one place . 

r;~ : Do c::; ·that tnc nu 'that _;_ the minor when lv~ 13 rJt~ttcllng o:t th~ v.-all , "' 

or wh0.t do yon call it, the fac'c , or r-;omcthinc? lie icn ' t actually ·;~i th 

·. hi3 plck , hc ' c not act~ally pulling it out it ' s' the shot thatm hlukcc it 

l oose --

S.i\ . First, yeo, 
\ 

and then he pickc ::tll the loocc stuff out wi th a pick . 

. _. . . 3 oh he ' G go't to be lifting th~ coal into ·t.hc car , ancl he ' s go·i; to u~ 

:p ictinc ::tt the wc:::.ll to get the coal of.r, 

:> . A. : Spe cially on the roof . You had to trim all the coal that \':ao ctill 

:.:~"l ci~in' on the· roof ·i;h'2r~ 1 and then pu·c tnc tili'bcJ,~u in . :.fell they call 

c;n n:~.. "l;:1ggin ' " t£·,a t went ahead of the tim bur , four feet . You haJ to put 

theul in to t)roteci; your h'ead , because after the blaE;ting is done , tb.!:-re •::; .. . . 

no tl;:.pcr ·thc.re 1 • eh , :for six feet ahead . So they had to pic}c their way 

in uno. bet one of these here laggin 1 ahead and wede;e it aga i.. nst the · tir:1b~._~ . . . . . 
: 

And when they got all thos~ in they make room for the two post::; , and then 

they :put a Gtringcr up . Then t~1ey start tlle operation all over 'again . 
and 

i .i n in£; it out and .-- timbering , drilling ,/shoveling . And r.ic;dnt; . 

: .. ~~ : Did you see any dinasters in you1.· tir.~e? <-
.. 

:~c. 
D.:.d 'you hear about them? . . .. ~ .. 
Yes 1 ye_ar::; agu 1 before I was born 1 when they h:td c::plo:::.i.on::; ar~d _thu-: . 

(I ·i-h:.l~: on" tir.. '3 ti1e r e wc..s Jl~ or J5 tnan !dllcci i<. one explosion, i·t; 

L:J.?flt~ ; te d in Number Two slove . The only neal' dicit:: Lcr I can -rcmel!lbcr ( 
t'l--e. en« I. 'lhir ( 

i t; v1a:::-~.'t actually ~cr~r:t·m1, it was a fo:c~ t~t fire we had here . It 

. . 

t; 1 b . tl 19"0 . 17-.~ ... n)r nJ,"'b'"'n llacl a 1; ttlc ~aw:i>il ... 1 u~.J here. ;:.u.:.; · 1a. vc ~en J.n ·H.; r.. s . . ... ..... ~ '"' ..... ........ ~ 



I ' ' . - ri (: 
. 

Lh·~ i!lll.l l>urut r~o·::·1 anLl it r..:tt'.t l;ccl a i':Jro . .;t j_'_iTco L OL<ltd i1t' :·:. . ' . -
•. itt:. 

!.i lll .... ~ .. 
,. \...l •.l • 

. 
citiltin:n u.ll -- they tot>k -Lh t:J.l clm·:n the re tc? wh•Jl'C r-aL:r:!ll~ ll·: ··· ~oo;: . · 

J\nd th·~re wc1·e p _co1fie li v.::d in Colwell ' ::; ·th r:: rC' call c:d_ ::;canlc_n:-:; (?) 

y~aru ago . I r crncnJl>c r xthc111 co1nin ;.:; up with m.ill~ fer tho; J...iur::. :, ._; t; \:•:! 

only s.t 2.ycd tl'~ ·:? re Jor maybP- four or five hour~;. Tn tte cvcn in,:: iJ:r~y 

catch fir e . It vm::; still in the mine yard , I guc:-;s ( the pov.-dcr h~u::;s ) 

Dut it was up a_t thatt end, ~.ike , you 1-:no\'/ . It ' s where they :::;_torcd thC' 
\ 

cl.ynarlii tc for this mine. For E;.;:ten::;ion Inine . 
. 

f'i: : t'lho worked in 'the powde r house then? 

S . A. : Oh they u:::;cd_ 'to have a Chinar,>en therE , brineinc· the bo;-:es of 
filled the · 

po·ader up to the r>.la<?e vvhcrc they/poydcr cans . It was ne}:t to the · -

:o.::ip house . There was another little room there . Uhen I worJ;:c d · in th0 

lar:1.ph~nise I used t o have to do that job. I work?d in the lanphouse for 

about a year . 
. 

I serviced the lamps , charged .the bat teries , and _c;ot then 

t . 

ready for qhifts comin ' on .· These were elect ric lamps , yes . · · I don ' t · . 
. ' 

remember the fish· o.i.l lamps . They had a bat tery right strapped on th0ir 
' . 

belt here . · And the corq .!fent do-..,m , · up ·over · their.· he a~ , YOI;l knon , to -
. ~ . . 

their hat ·. 
·, -

riD : He~ many men ·worked here then? 

· S . A. ~ · tiell ., I guess thc.rc were about three hLn1<h~ed . ·on the three -. 

shifts , like , you lcnovv' . That \Vas t11c la~t · two years it vmrl:ed , like . 
-•• i.; I ,... I I .; 1 - ,_ h ' . 1 1 t 1 l C" ? ;,;J..I: .:>o guess you a. 1ave al)m.r~ a unarcc.:. amps o OOJ\. a.L'ter . 

s . f\ : Oh, 1noro than tha·c.. ( laut_)l). Oh that wa~ conslclcr~ d :::t c;occl j c l>. 

Eov; .far avtay v·;as the lalr~p house from the powder_ house? · 

SA: The main powder house vta r:. a way up the other end there. 2ut they 

.i"l ~~.d anoth0r room n ext to the la11p hou r,e v:here the miners put their po•:;( 2:--

. 1 ~~nn we f1'll.0d the !lOWder cans . And when . the Ehift was can3 J.n , anc t. . . ..... 

.. 
--·- .. __ _..._.; .. . -· 

\ 
I • - ' · 

. ~ 



1 ·L ·.:.:;,t.:; al l dot~c \/itll a c'r! S ,~ li.. ltl.l ill. ·1.· . I ·l l-.t! .r·rtr·. 1 i 1 ·L; .[u .: :. .. ·." ,... l. - . ;:ll ioji I ~J I n I (.. '· . . 

nur:~1J I:T on , thc:.i.t• }J~>;·:dcl~ can , their jt tool~ , 

r.::; : 'J:hey had to pay .r~:n· the ir P,O\IrJcr, e h? 

S . 1\ . : Yes . Y ~ ;:.. They had to F<lY for the larnp t oo . Ti tc .fire ,, -.:::.: :; 

r:c.~.rr .;.eel the c ap8 . !.liner::; wc rcn 1 t allowc c.l t o c:::trry -Lh~1:1 . l'JIJ ' r ·· r.::. t 

2.llm·:cd to C8.J:TY c.:ap::-3 aml powP.cr at the~ :.;;;nne tlmc! 

r.rE : \'Jhat clo you l' IC' li\CTnber 1nost about. i..h2 f;Li..nec; 'in ths old day3? 

S . A : VI ell the re was a lot ·of- noi~c hero , v:h':!n the r.iine:::; wr;re gcin ' . 

: . l :O C0fl10 .. t,l VCS C}ltte;gin 1 U~:tc}: 8nd fol--th . i.:irte b0ll::; rin~in ' . :;t~U!:i 

·plant rur'min ' dovm at -~he · r.~ine , m'akin 1 quite a bit of noise . And tt:c .,. 

·. 

. 
ccal gcttin ' dumr)~d into the care . An('. then years ac;o, ;·:hen they 

. 
were dumpin ' coal .on that little mountain over there , they had a big 

I 

steam hoist at the bottom that pulled this car up to the top, · and 
. . ' . 

, dumped ~ t on top. And at the same time , that there r:ock dump Y;u.s all 

._burning . ,
1
It burnt for years. Little fires all over it , you 1-:no\'l . 

' . 
So when· -you entered this :valley , all you could smell yms sort of a 

sulphur:-y . coal . {;Laughter} ~ 

~-.m : . \vha t \vas bur·nicg? -' 
I • 

s . A. Oh , · there t,ias a 'lot of coal·. mixed vti th it , you knovt: 
:. 

f,1l3 : · Is -there · any now , da~<u do you s uppose? . ., . . . , ·•. . . 
-

S A Oh t, ' ,.. .... · 11 · · t ,,c-. t The1.:~e' c: a.~ .......... ot of c:h_,..~.., ~" ~n· . . : , · J1ere . >=> 8.'1-1 SOJ11e 111 J. J c;; • ~ - ..... _ _ • 

. it , . but that 1 ll ·burn too , you knov-1 . Dut it leaves such a_ pile of . 

·· · c:.chcs that it isn ' t 'e conomical to usc . Oh yeo , t~z centr~ o.f tiH!.t 
. I 

thing j_s ·all burnt , you know. •. 
I 

Iii.D s It \~tOuld ·b e, quit~ a sight ,tl)ough, on a· dark night, wouldn't i t? 
I 

S.A. Ch y es , ·there -we~e little fires all around u~ ~here . 

j.fJ : · .It would be VTarm too? 

• I 

--:---·-- .. ... ~ -- --..... ---~ ... 

I • 
I ' 

.. 
' 

·. 

\ 

· ! 

·. 



\ 

. ' . 

G. 

:':..:''... }c ll;;(>.j to [;0 0\•'1:" thCl'" anrl }'lay :;Oll•~t;ju,-;:; 1/:hr.:n ·;;r. \ f~l·~ 1: jt!:; , 
l.hcr·~ 

:utd "L1,:! fumcu/woulcl jlt:..;t auou L clwl~P- you. , · , 11 h1o·:: , ·::it " lt :i •Ju Yi' r r. ;~. J ~-r.·~ 

. .... 
tn.!..n~: 

·~ .f.l : Ycc , l.hcrc ·wa=:n ' 'L ~oo m:::my trN;::; ~ronttll here . th ~H . you l:ttf.. .. '.l . ·J'.~.l 

to about no or ~0 feet hit":,h . 
1 

Y e::; , I cue::;:; it looked l•lt1U. oJ.' barren , 

J.8 .: Yc~ . lt did . Y~::;. 

;.::J : How big was :"xten:.:ion? 
. 

\ 

' 

r- 1•? a• . 

~ . A . : Qh wa ll , there ~ac a heck of a lot more houces th2n there ia now . 

1". lot of them burn'C clown . A lot of them wcrQ torn dovm.. RiGht do·:m her.: 

·.-m.s a big Chin~tov:n , you lu10\'/ . They -,,or~\.ed at the mine , but on the out:.:i~.!~ , 

on the pi thead , meet of them . And then of course there was thi::; 11.ill o·.t,::' 

here . Quite a few worked at that mill . 
\ ' 

. ,. 
vlhen the first people settled here , Dt..:n'cmuir 9idn ' t \lc::.nt ,. 

nobcdy to build :their homes around tho mine . He wan-Leu them to go to 
. 

Ladysmi'CJ--: . . t ~ V'9 heard stories vf GO!n~ _oi' the olC. Miners . :i'hc.y genc~Dlly 

used t o walJc dovm there and catch the train as it \'lac comin ' i n . Go 

eventually I guess he just allowed · th~m to build here. 
( 

'l'hcy had a hall i1erc , ·i;he R:'!~f~:kinr;.s.:.:ltaitx K. r . Hall . 

Oh yes , they had . dance:; almost evcz-y 3aturday Dight . Poeplc - - t iley had 

special trains on. People usqd to come up from Ladysmith to th~ c!ancc . 

Ar.d vice versa , they ' d have 'danceo' in LadyGII}ith , and ti1cn special trains 

' . 

. i 

fo1· ~xtcnoion people to go down thoro 'to the dance . In the olcl /, t;rlcul turaJ. 

Hall. there . 

. . 

- - ·-·--------



( 

-·ut h· · al:-:o h:>d ..., t , ,.... ._, 1· •u.- roon , 

~ime . 

;:..J. t\. : 1cc; . 'l'hen he later bought the c.ld hotel , the Tw111Cl hotel , her~ 
.• 

n. t =~~tc,nsion . After ·tho uinc::; cloocd <.lo•.m , it hc.J to clo:;·~ do-.·,-ri too . Arow1d 

l~J:.o , I guo::;::; , r.-.y ~ollm mcvc·d out of it . 'i.'ilcll it was later torn do:.rn , thc!'1 

-:.w olster::; have their duplex right there \'ihere the hoteL was , ·.now . h.ncl illy 

\ 
: ():;.other built his hou::;e next doo:...~ there . 

.i~0\'1 many :co oms did it have in i ~? 

s . 1\ . ~ 
• 

There wu::; 21 rooms altogether, I blieve . 

i-;B : I bet you remember some good tir;,e::; , in that hotel? (laugh) 

S . f .. : Oh.ycsl On a Saturday nir~ht ! (laughter) 
. 

:iy dat1j;scxh:artx fcc~her had a barber ::;hop in the hotel , and "'- pool roor:1 o n t:>r1c 
I ,• 

~j de . Du-t \'ihen h e bought the ho·;;el, lt ·\·:ac during the pr·ohil>itiotl p~riQG., 

!;;O the saloon .part ·;~as closed dovm . . ·Then of cours~ he died. before ·they were 

D.blc. ·;;~ ge·~ ch€· liquor :!.icer..oe ·.then,' Th.r.:n of r:ourse r:JY ..;to:-; fa tLcr .1~an tiw 

hotnl . Had the lJeer parlor there . So. I ' vc Genn a lot of happy days , I 

guec::; , and-- •· 

x:~;: It was a -two stol'CY hotel . There was on~ bom"'dint; houcc that I cun . 
rc1i1C1aber . But most of the people thu t VIas in there v:or lced. at the mill . 

'i hc cai.-:uill over there . 

. . . . . It vias quit~ an industrial tovm here then?\. 

3 .r .... : Oh yes, it was a bu::;y , golnc place here. They saiu there wan q ltitc 

u f ;::: w i1otcls here at one 'tima t in Extension. It mufJt have been a rcn.l 

'U;...:;tl..:.r.~ tO\'n1 . ( ·. 
:i. '.·1·:-: ::; •• \ . : Y~s , well they burnt u lot o.f ::;tri 1~c brcal;:orc j)o.ac:::; dov.11 . :hey 

1)u~ n t ~;orr. i:. of Lhc mine building~ cJ.ovm too. And underneath that _ rocl: dUI:\_p , 

:__.------ - --·-

.. ·. 
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-l.-~ 1 l::ti.·' ~h· r.~ -;~- 'f"L ri·ltt n:L the J'oot or th"'' t..l'tlrl"> th,, ... , • .~ r·nt 1~ ., '\ ,n ' \,I .. -· • • • , .... ~· . • ' • t... • . (..1.... \. l I -~ -· '-' I"' I •; '--.~: l· ...... 

..: . ~\ . : 
. . - . 

i;t! dieJ of a 1) 11cntllci ti::;. He \t.J.:::; 1:.5 . \ · 

Uhc \'.'~8 the c:o ~tor up lHn·c at the tiw~? '( clrur.rr.1ing) 

·.::.: I guess the~·-h had a union , eh? 
· any r.1orc 

S . i~. ;:o , I clon ' t think thay had/a u'nio~-~ aft'er 'Lhe ctrit:e. 'Ihey ::.:r.1a~hed 

' tb.: i..U1~0u that time . It wasn ' t until in the thirties that they b~"c2.1:1C 

orgs..:'li zed. again i1crc , the United :.:ine '.Jorker::; . S0 they \·;.~re ·.-fi tnout a 
. 

ur:ion maybe for 20 years . ch? But'· there ' s one thing t!wy clid gc. t , here 

in . :Uri:tish Colu1nbia . They· e:;ot one o.f the best mines :r·c:r.;ulation v.ct~ L, 

·Gf.:: ·.mrlu . So so;.1~ olci til.1er:; told me , anyhow. '.ehat ti:n~. Of cour::c ns·.: 
, 

m<.1yi:>c other countrio:::.; have better . -i.,::; : That was after the strike? 

S . f.. . Yes. Because the ::;trike otar-ted over gas , I guac:::.; . "'linding e~~ 

in \'iorking.s . ~ . .. 
I • 

~ :_u : EO\·; do. they smanh a union during the :rtri~·~e? 
I 

S . A. : . '.Jell, they brought a lot o.f strike orca}~ers in . They uccd tiv~ aroJ 
~- · who were union mmJbers 

too . :1.nc1 e1 lot of th0::;e :fellow~/couldn •t ge·t a job here afcerwnrus . I au~~s. 

3~e . and they had to go other plnccs to wor1~ . 

of them driftet..l bac}: here , many yearr. later . 
\ 

And then I gucr.s a lot 

~hen thinGS kind. o: blew ov~r: 

:::~:. Yeo , v1c could hea:c:· j_t froru here. \•Jc cov.ld hear the hoist chu~cin' Lc 

..:.0~ .. ..: C..::ys. Tn.ay usc·cl to ·olow whistles here too. I re::.1Ci11UCr \-:her. I ;·;~::; ~ .. 

: 

youw~!=~~id they u:.;od to l>low so ma~y whistJ e:s for \'i~Jcn thcrr:! \'<an c man 
lf the Jr . ~asn • t ln hi~ ~ : 

.l.LC..: 
j n.iu1:cd in the 1:1lnc. ?o call the doctor . Dccau::;~ ·the doctor \','0\.tld h~ 

'· 
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I 
::.o IHD.ll:V \'llt j :-;i.l r.•:; '" j l l'; • 

··~ J • • . . 

They go t the water out of wells. Jn the !;u;:uner tht;r0 wa.cn ' t t oo ::w elt , 

no . There wan u lot of hou::::c::; bu.rn ·i; dovrn, but they alway::; se ~:1cd to i,r:; 

\ to cave the ones that were ne::t doer . I don ' t 1m ow how . Put \.'h::n 

the Chinatov,rn burnt though t they didn't. S3.V9 any there . D..:cau:;c tf:c 

hou::;cr: ":mre touchin[:; each other , cc the who J_ e street went. i(~~t jia'.rc 

3cen 20 or JO ilou~c:; all burnt dOWi'< one dny there . :1igrrt h~re in 

?::t::n:;ion . i:!ust have been 19JO or Jl . =~fore the r~ine cloned d.o·;.n . 

AnQ then ~hey built a fc~ new places for ~he~ to in . . 
I 

v;asn ' t t hat many Chinam~n left at thal time . .. 
:m : Arc there any houses built over where they llv0d? 

3A : i'io ; that ' s whe,.:e the. f leld is now. ~~ tore used to be a:mu.t thl:::ty 

or forty wells thoro , so it wac a re~l danger ·for klds . Vhen the 

C11inamcn all r.1oved out. So ·, it \'la3 clurin0 the dcprc:..:sion there , ,.,h£?n 
I 

we were all on relic.f, w~ll , we circulated a petition o..rouud here to c;ct 

thE:'l government to have the . guy::; fill thes~ ·,,glls in instead of jl<3t 

playin ' around on the roc::.d i{:-Le~c , you kno·.,, all \"1'8 did was· just fill 

pctholcs . du Used to put your relief turn in on the road . So ~1~y did , 

a.n0. ·(;)loy t.ro l. thCht all f lllcd in . And then , :1. f.cw years later , \·;o b\d.l-'.; 

t:w.t ball p ark there . And then I thin~t it was. donated. by tiH~ go-vcrn;:J.:'iit 

ac r-~. park . 

;~ : lfuw come there were 20 or JO well :::; all in that snull plac~~ 

~~ . A . Oh, iM? ~; L of the Chinamen h ad their O\'lni: 1nd~vidunl viclls . . \nd 1.'1\"'Lt 

____ ____ ,.. ___ .,.._.._. __ _ --. 
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:;: .• ;. ". '''t ... 'V,, .~..~ .':110'':!· ..... ··"'•1" '"'.1,.. '·)a""'" · , .. J."'''l l't) 1·• -~ ... ,,. ... . ' . - ., 'i " ""' !' ··· ·"·~ . . ,,. 
I 

..., ·, . 'Ii1 :1 Clt.:.ttamcn? Ojt y<.::;> I u:;rul ·t.o i'im·;: ·,·:j_·i.h t:1 ~r • (·u\r1 ':t th·. piti. ':t... i. 

you know . They were good people to work VIi th , the ''ltln;:u .. cn. 1 cc. 'I he~' 

diJn l t try to p~ pull anything over on you . Thuy were r0al friendly . 
I 

:. "' alwa.yc hc:l'l a lot f)f fun wi til th~m. 3orti€ L i1'\C:::> tht.y ' d b~ · pu=:~hin • ~ car 

th~ re , and if it was n. bit ::;tiff, you lcnow , you got a v:holc b·.mch of 

r. . t' 1 . • .,a.' na:.i (! n nore pu~ u.n . So we . d be all pu:::;hin f there I t;ru:ttin r C'.nd £;1"0-n:niai. , 

and : ~~now there wc:.s come 1-:. i dc there, they ·:;ould ju:::;t hi"~ their h:md:; li:~c 

• 1 . . . " :~ ~ , you know? And they weren 1 t P'..l::>hin ' · t: a-t r.uch , and a:; coon a:.; :'J'?U 

!::-1oci;.ed their hands of.f , ' course they'd go fly in ' a.hcud, . . 
Dut the.:/ w~re good to c;c:-t on ,:1i th . 

;':":) . 
~ _., . 'i'hey: had lower-wages , I o~.1.. tl"e .,.,,. ? .frtrnC.::a~:~ai::! :!xl:i;::;: 

guess , ~·~ o • ·~· 
. . 

3~\: Yes , they were getting paid 'leGs than v1hat we m::rc . . Li!:.e t;'l.e v:hi tc . . 
:·id;:; were go·L ting about ~? . .31 a day , vruc our yragc r, then . I ±!! gucso the ''· 

Ch.in<:.:nen were a lot lower 'than that . 'Et::cu 

.. ., 
1 - ; Did'you have l otn of snow up· here in t~c wintertime? In those 

I : . . 
day::;? 

!~s, I can rc~~mber ,,, .a.""!d 5 .fpet ci..L ~J10W • 
. 

~\nd .then what happened, lite with tri'c train::> and that? Did· you ha;;::: 

to get out a.nd di~ cinow? 

::;;, : i;o , the t .raim:; neve r got ::>t1..tck much. And of cot.l'GC there \·;o_;.n • t ti1o.t 

;~~ny earn around in thocc day~ ci ther . They u:::;cd to ~;~ill haul the co11l 

!:':c;:.:x,;ry ev11:cybody • r1 tu._y coal . Coal ancl wood . 

• • 1J}J t i.l.l vrhcn can .vou. rcnw::Jb~'>J.' the~' s L.i.lJ u~cd ::.'.. t0:tr:1? 

:.;11. : :.:p tnil;ll tht.: coal i l lnr~ clo::;cd do\'llt . l?Jl , I g:.H~r.;::; , 
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i IL tJ La (I :.J.l'tl t.h • r · at Llr,; . 

• 

L·., -.. 1 
.L.C 0 11 a o..>\JI1L 8.;{ . 

• • •t~ ( 1 • I ) 
: L , _au;;.crt- :!1' For a holiday? (r.:nu of Lupe) 

::£o·.:.::Y~~:.:il.X f,];): t·Joll , I ncvir heard that ueforc , that thcj•ha hatl to urin; 

l:hC!i.i t;p :;v(;ry si;c lflon.th~; , according to lai·;-. 

8fl. : I "L~llnl': Go . 

:::.D : At1d wh.at about the ntCJ'l who looked after the mule G. ::JaG he call ~d. the-

:-~: .. ! . ".:au In':;al1 the fello:nc that C.rovc the mule;;;? iio , they were call'2~ t1Ul~ 

:;1-in:·tc-l'~ . or Ori vcro . 

• "'B : Ii"tcy had to looJ': after the r;~ule::; too , thcr .~clvcc? 
. 

•:J\ ,: \!ell I guess they fed ' em during the \';orkin ' day . . . 
~:.J ' :)ld you ever have anythlng to do VIi ti1 nulcs? 

s~\ = lio; I worked underground , but I never. went through that ~tagc . They 

h'lC hor::;c::; workin ' in the 1r.ine too. 

~-~~ : ':i:nat about ch ut"ch? Did many pe~ple here go to church? Did th(!~- have a. 
. . ,... 

cm<rcn: 
.... 

~i: Yes , t here was the ~nited Church , and the Chatollc church here . ·r u~cd 

L~ &v to church v1hen I was a ldcl . The Catholic church . .· . . 
j ·--' • I bruccs there v;crc qui tc a · .few different nationn.lltics up ,here? 

-:c::; , it \lias the L~ague of Xations here. · Every dif.fci.·ent naticnali -:y . 
. 

( ' ·t··n·n J. nrr) 1':11 h,:, ... ~"' •.. ,.1 ,. ,... "'t1"' r·ac; "'''' ·"oo - -t·J ~11, thcl:~c .. ~ r: ·"'o d~y -r·oo . :.:!}~· .'\·:·,r_.,·,·: ~ J. ,J II • :' \,. .L (..; • CJ.o.:) "- .J i ._. . .J. '-' I# o - ~ (, - 1.. , • • • 

;·;i·:a-~ I .r:c?.:1 . There ' ::; a-:...\·mys racism in •. Canada . nut cvcryuouy vw.::> friendly , 

-• " 1 :. l .guo:-;::; tnc only thing~ they wr:re: really not fricnc!ly a"vcut \•;;:..::; 

' " 
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a .• • . - . 

:::·4 : ~io , J c.lidn ' t l:ncw him personally. Lut I ' 't~ GC0il hitn and heard itir: 

( from t he old countrica) 
?,fl : People came out here/ to f i nd a frcc~r plac.c to ll vro 1 T gur:s::; 1 . . and 

· v~tter worlclng condi ·tions . They haQ. ~':Lot oi' a~9lo::.;ionc in tho::;~ 

ao sa.fety rc5ula tions. Usc of n'J.1:.:cd lie;htt.· . 

!~ .... : (had sal d) i~obr>rt Dun:.:;t:1uir wantw.l to get rid1 qulc.;.c , while the oth~::-~ 

02.;i,!ed toge-ther against the bar~ \'/Orkin_; concl'tionG . , , 

.:..~: YeG , 'I 5ucss that ' s what started the whole thing. There 'tias ~o;;ae 

:aoor history 111ade her~ i'n Extension . ( speal~ing of socialist. r~prcGcntativc) . 
( .. :J: rc wor:::t c·ondi tions in mines 1 higher.;t death toll) · 
i.u; I guess you lmow many JH?.up±Rxvzhcn::kc::d:x familic5 who lost pQople? 

Yes 1 I dod . t·Jell if •you go to the cemetery in ·Ladysmith you can cac 

t~} r~sulto t:·~e:c . Your1g =>oys , t~r .. and twelve ,, -~hirtee;n l fourt~en ... 
I 

i~ : ~hat would ' ~heyh have died of? .. ,. 
SA : i;Jcll , a lot of the;m , I gu~ss , ?-fall of roc}c l ·or fall of coal , or 

getting run over with cars . . . There •'s a pictur11 in there that sho;·:s you 

.· 
r.:-: : Out here diu you have a shaft or ,c;lOi)0? 

• • I ... 

':;1\ : Ir~ :::xtension Mine? ifo , it v:as ~ turmel. jta:;: .. cau3: A lcv~l tunnel. ·' 

Yo·.;_ could v:al~t right in . 
.. 

. ~ ... : But you :.;aid 3ome·i;!lin~ about hoi s·cing up that car 1 and. dt:.:Jping it en 

to 'C.ta t :Jlag hea_p there . 
. 

::·,' Oh , tltat wao over there . The rock dump. The.y had a li ttlc dut.lp thcr~ I 

:J.,!cl ~.hey dUti1}Jed t\·1o of thcr::c mine care into thi::; sort of a steel ..::ur th..::y 

·. . .· 
·. 



had made? J.lo f..O up that hill thcn;c . Jt \'/a0 ln1 il t :jo that the ua~k wa:,; way 
• 1\ 

u) , sec , it had to r;o up 3uch a steep .L'cllnc there that they lJull t the uael: a·;;<.(/ 

' up :;o it lool:ed liJ~e a wedge shap~d th~ng go in ~ up thcr~ 1 you lmow? 'Ihen there 

·;;as a. li ttlc shacl< on the top of tr.at and two Chlna1ncn ~tayed up there . /.n1 

1..l1cy opened the door::; . on ~he cai..: and dump.ed ft there . 

:.3 ! :iow lilUCh of 'an incline . would you s~y that' 'wac?' 

3A : 33 percent , anyhov; . . , r . . :. 

:::; : And it· 'h'ad to go up on a· ca:bi~ ', ~h?. ' · I i• . o ., 

.. . 

. -~ 
. • . 

.· r ·· :---•• 

• I • 

3A : Yes I the'y' had quite· a th'ick ·cabl~ pulli~ ,· lt up th~r
1

c . There v;as 'a stea..i 
I • ~ .... - ' 

0
• o o' ('" 

0 

: •• • f ~ I t 1 f f't 1-
0 

A 0 
• : 

~1oi:;;t at the bottom . It wa:; a way higher at that time I yoti !:now , i.:u::;t have 
~. ~., 

1 • • I 
0 

tt•'(
0 

1- 0 'I• I " I 

·;)sen at least 50 fc'et' 'higher than what it .D.s now . I guer.:s i t I s settled dorm 

'througn the year~ .too ,·· ~nd .th~n' 'b:f. course they too~c a btmch ofi. there 
1 

you knc·n , 

.-:he:! they were shippin' it away there? One of those cement cor.1panies was takln ' 
mix 

~~; a'<·:ay . ?hey were takin ' it away to ma:1ccr/cement with , I guess . 

\*Jhen we were kids we all went to Ladysmith , you l~ow. ;;ever \·lent 

co ::anaimo . Because you had the free train ride to Ladysr:d th . And it le.ft here 

:1t 7 : JO in the morning , took the g-.caveyard shift back , like th~ men started 

work at 7 in the morning. They had to be ready to enter the mine at 7 o ' clock. 

3a it crune up herP- at 6: 30 from Ladysmith . And then the niners had a big 

•r2.ch house dovm there , every miner had a locker and a big zhower romil I co thC!y 

~-:z:~ all changed their clothes and got r eady to go in the nine by that time , 

_ guess . And the other shift ·would be out of the mine by 7 o ' cloc}: , and t:,r:.J 

··-"ct;lG. o~ do·,·.n getting ,.,a:::;hcd and -~hat , and ready to go hone ,- anf. ·~:: l: JO the 

:;:L~ain would lave for :Uadysni th . So if you v1antcd to go ·:.v Ladysni th in _._. 
"ne 

.. orn.!.!'lg you go down there and catch the 7:30 trLJiu . Then it would come bacl: 

.. :~-;at J o ' clock . And it \'/Ould come back at 11 o ' cloc)( at night . So you had 

:111 }:inds of tran3portation thenl (laugh). Free transportat~on .. 

·.ihat kind of train did they have? 

It was a stcrun trai~ . 

now many care.;? 

~t one time they had three coaches on it . They had the pot bellied stoves 



i r. • cru , burned coal . 

i·m : Diu they l\:cep the train here, or ~t T ;dy::;111j Lh? 

St\: Thc.)i ' d keep it in Lady::;llllth. 

i:B : Do you rcmci.lbcr G01nc of the engincet·~ , or P"Oplc lhat ~·;or:.-: d. on i 'J? 

8i\: Yes I re1ncnbcr ~or.tc::.. cnr;incers. And the brai::r.lliEl.n . .. 
i~~ : J guess it would whistle , eh? 

3A : Oh ycc , whistl~ when it was comin ' in. And goin ' out . Then oi cour:;c 
'· 

there \'tan the coal trains running through the day too , you knov1, on the :;rune 

tr2.cl;: . --'dell, they \'lould usually go down with the coal aoou t 10 in the 

7lwrning I when the coal train. left for Ladysmith , ancl then come bacl~ , ,.,5. th 

the empties. ru+ in between, the miners ' train would be runnin' too. 

i':lB ' Well then, when the coal got to Ladysmith I what did tl~ey do with it? 

:::;.~~~: It v1ent doym to the bunkers there , where they stored it , ready to 

put on the ships . And ·of course they had a washery down there where they 
· · got the 

·::a3hc:rl the sla.:k coal and :the/nut coal and every different size out of it 1 
I 

you kt:low. Y,e s , they had a big J~unkcr.: down _there. In fact , I helpe d to pull 

som~ rails off it . I was one of the last ones that was workin ' here, you ~ 

know . Pullin ' the rails , and loadin' .a lot of the machinery on the flatcars . 

i·iiles of copper cable . 

r.m : This was when they finished, eh? And vrhere did that go to? They took 

it right out . Took the rails aJ.nd everything out . \"/inches , and pump:;, and 

all the overhead trolla'y cables . . . 
. : . · .• ,; .. . , . !·· . . 

i.iZ : Did they r.;e al ·the' 1uii1c? 
. . 

SA : Y~s , th~y ·buili sort of a in front there . But it wasn't lo~g 
. . 

after that it caved in . . ' So 'it wa.'s permanently scaled then. 
I ' ' • 

:aut was'"there any coal left, .. l wonder? 
. 

~lell I think ihe l~st day it ' worked they got 500 tons. 

\·Jell I guess anybody could .go i"n and get coal if they --

SA1 Well , we did. \Jc worked a little mine up here for about 8 years . 

the 
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'l,hcrc was the liarr.il ton family and a few others. \·Je went in and 

0,a ~or~i~ ' G, you kr~w . See they left a lot of pillars in there . 
~-----~c~----~~t 



:!hen they were -- When they Here ret!',rlC '·J'.rtg thr~ p'll :, .t••.: , roornc·t. ' f' J l u - .L ...... , .... l i:J _. r; , \':e 

the roof came down and they had to leave it , ch? :io , go in 1 fron thP ou tc i <lr: 
1 

from the surface in , you <?Ould Bet near thece pillara. i' r.co.u::;c they li~d the 

plan::; and that , ·you lcnow 1 to ·see where they were . \'Jc put about 7 or 8 yr:<i rs 

in that . And that's 1he only time I worked underground in an EY.ten::;ion 

mine . That's really small ~ines that we had . 

?i3 : How deep would they be? '· 

SA s Oh , we only went down about 300 feet, I guess . Eccauoe we \•rcre 

encountering black damp . Sec , this here blacl<: damp would come seep in ' out 

' of the old workin ' s . And of course you can ' t breathe that . ~e had a little 

ventilatin ' fan, but it wasn't efficient againat that. - -The man who wa3 in 

charge , he h ad a safety ' lamp , and of course he tested it before we went do·.·m. 

If the safety lamp went out well you knew there was no o.Aygen therP , so you 

didn ' t go in•. · ~ • i • 1 • ! I t : ; · ' · . • ' .... ~ -

l .,, . 
;~•,U • Then you '.d -hava to· wai t '"Until you got :it cleared out, eh? 

St~: Yes, we]Jl 'Ve • had ·a Jl:ittle fan there, run by a car engine . Lil-i:e pipec 

goin ' down in the mine , you know. -
MB : 

• l t I , 0 f • 

ti I wonder 1f· he made ·any· m6ney. 

SA : No . we didn ' t ma¥-e no ·m0ney ~ ' ', VIe were all partners in it. Sc i'f o:-te 

didn ' t make anything , the whole works of us didn't mc...ke nothin'. There was 

a lo:; of times though, when we would hit the old work in ' s and \ 'le wouldn't 

get no coal at all maybe, for a month . No, we ' d have to keep goin' until we 

fot:.n d tnese· dif·ferent stur:1ps that was lef t . ?hose sturr:pc of coal tha't xere . . 
was left, you · know, ·A 'pi liar. Of course the things ·caved. up li}:'e a footba::..l 

field , you ·know , there ··were big openings in there , where it had been mined 

out before . ! ·:rt. was· slow "w'ork ···goin . through them. 

i:~: So you'd have to timber up,.to.o, .•. a~ y_ou went ·through . . That was hard worr:! . . . 
SA s ~ure was. It was a back-breakin' job. 

7:::!: There would be quite a museum underneath Extension here , wouldn't t hc rC' , 

if you opened it all up? . . 

'J.t..: Yes . Course most of the worlcin'c are up that wny , under th c 5E' ridft;Cs . 
_.........._~ 



~· 

J.l) 

·:othin ' undr.r Extcnolon hP.re . Juct the tunnr,:l went und"t' . 

i~~: :·:11 ich d.i recti on dl<l it go? 

:.:A: \'Jell I kn0w th<n~r. ' s one opcninp: dovm thnrc wh c: rr> tlhi tc f.aJ) i ck; r:d nc is . 
thr.re 

You just go up the Comox railway/a little way::; and there vTao . an opening r.: r ht 
' -

there . I think theynad pipes . comin ' out of thiG opcnine that went to the 

river . They called it tbc siphon . That wau for the water to run out , 

you know . And then there was one over towarclz Gog<fo . ~here was an air 

ahaft over there somewhere . Then up this way, you kn0\'1 where the old Lakes 

Road is? Where Chambers ' mine was? ~·Jell that was the first mine they 

opened in Extension . It was up there . They called it Old Number One . ----\ 

And then of course they had that narrow gauge railway that ran from there 

dovm to South It/ellington . And where you could get some information on that 

would be The Railways of Vancouver Island . It has it on a map . It ohows 

you where it goes , you know. Old ~U111ber One, they called it . It went frow 
. ~ . ) . . . . 

South Vlellington to the E&N railway' I guess . . "neio.re! Ladysmith WC!S even 
\ ./ .. .J •! :_• ? • tJ 't j • 0 -~ u ' -:: I • f : 

0 
-! il ! I U ~ • 

started , you see . They used to haul the coal along the.. ~:·J back to 
~ ,.,~ , •.·~·. · .:r t;J . :.;~·J · 

Departure Bay where Dunsmuir had their shipping wharfs for the \·/ellington 
I • ' • I. • . ~ i r • • ~ .,_I ·:. ~· # '· ' \ • 

mines . 
.l.. t' • • , . •• J Clj"\ : •.,.-. ,, • r--

f,JD : IJ'Je.Ll the _\vhi tc Rapi<:Ls mine~ did i ·c cor.ne~t· ~P ~1i ch che E:x. tension 
• • L , __ t" .... I 0 I J .. , ! ·- " ·. 

mine? 

SA : No . 
' .. . . I j 

And that wa~ a low zearn . It was only about JO inches . They had conveyor 
' . ' . ) 

systems to get it out . 
.') • • ~· -: ! l 

Everybody.worked on their l~ee~ . ;:umber 8 mine 
. . 

in Cumberland was the same . You know , the seam is only abou-t that thick, 
~ 

about JO inches ±Rxau J2 . But they use ma~~~nes there to cut the coal , 
j ! i' .I ! • 1 • J • 

you know . It just loal<s like a big power saw. The coal-cuttin ' n:tchir.e. 

Yes . I ' ve seen a picture of·it . It's sure different fron doing it --

SA : By hand , like we done in Extension here. Courzc this was a hiGh se.:1n 

here , up to 15 feet high , you know . ~·Je· ail: uaed all the -- pillar and stall 

work , we called it. Everything ' s blocked off, like a city . Strcetc, and 



.. · 

f,ft"'r it ' s all blocked ol'.f , an(l then Lhr~.'! ~tvr L on t;hc lJo.cl: ;.n'l , •.;r 1 J , 

that ' s where they ' re Gupposerl to 3 tart , hut a lot; 0.f ·tirnr:~..: thr:y ~t<.• rt on 'li.'"' 

i:min haul age wnyo an<l toolt the pillars out and Lhcn or co•;r::;~ tht! haula~~ 

vto..ys collapse am.l ther: they had to move out an<l -- they too'-:: the cream , you 
... ... 

kn'Jw, they didn ' t take all the coal they c·oul<l have got . 

.. ;B: Well 1Nhat were you doing in lJhite Hapids nine? .1ltat job? 

3f~ : t·Jell I was h elpin ' -- they call it brush in r. Blocl~ work , you know . 

f~ : Were you on your knees too? 

.:5A : Not when I was brushin ' . We worked on the levels , you J.:now . 
I 

Shoo tin ' the roof Hpxanc-l down and shootin ' the floor up to make it high 
\ 

enough for the cars to go . They have to take the coal out , you 1-::now . A:1C. 

then of course I went on to the conveyors --- ·on the panE , and (filling?) 

the pans . Then I was on my knees. Shoveling into these .here pans . 

;.ill : \'Jas it wet , or damp?· 

SA : Down at ~·Jhi te Rapids it was . There was quite a bit of water come in 

there. . ' t • • • ... :..,J· ··· .. • •• t j .. .. . 
r.IB : You ' d havd wet. Y...nees all . the time , eh? 

SA: Yes ... ~hat was. misprable . Not at. first , but jt.:st:_ before it shut down, 

I guess the roof was sta~tin' to cz:c:.c~, en , and. the water \"as f:.o,nin' irt . . · \ 

But there were a lot of ·c:rux. faults in there .too . You .b1ow , where the coal 

suddenly jumps up, and then there's rock . The faililt is just like it slipc . 

:Jhen you ' come near theGc places, well then the water comes in . And thenc of 

course it runs dov.n to whgre you ' re work in ' . • -..uri'loer . ... ... : ~n 

Y.~x SA: I lmow at/Cumberland tft~.i!e::xwh •::here I was \'/Orkin ' ..... 
~.ncrc, was , \:he· 

~ 

tney brushed the roads out , the rock in the roof there , you could see ferns , 

and lik~ salal leaves, just as plain aoj -- fossiJs , like: You could ae c th~ 

shape of the small trees, li1ce with the bp.rk and that. ~nd it \'/Ould be 

like a piece of coal. De flattened right out . 

• ·.~r: : \Jould that be coal , or rock? 

SA~ ;·1o , sone of it was coal. The leaves and that would impre~s right ~n 

---...-- --------~ ..... .,~ ·------~-...-_,.._ ,..__...~~ .... 



t h e rock , you know. I t waD coa l ·. It wotJl cl looJ~ l ike a· pice ~ of \"tO-:>d . 

l:icll thiS iG what COal WUG at OnC ti1ne , vegetation . 

The re ' s uouall y uhalc above the coal . And Gometimcs bclnw . nut her~ in thic 

' mine it was oand.:;tonr, that wac on the floor . l\. t '.lh i tc Hap ide and I:;.:t~n:;icn . 

I don ' t lrnow if there 1 c any nerunc below that or no L, in tllat cace . ·.:hen I 

·Nor1~:ed in Cun1berland it was shal e on· the bottom and chale on the t op . But 

there was other seams below t hat , you know . 

:.m: Did you do much hunting? 
start 

Si\ : "v"Jell I did fo r a while . I didn 1 t .d~xmue!.h/hunting t ill I was auout J5 , 

I g~ess . I usually used t o go with my brother . Then he was ki l led at Hanaimo 

Lake::; there in 1 71 . So I never hunted any\more since then . 

;:5: Is there a Senini here that - - what was it , some disaster 

S:\: ':Jell , they ' re my relations, Senini ' s . S:.:ht! You mean wne;. they had the 

:1ood in Beban ' s mioe? They run into the old workings of the Old ifu:nber One - --
mine . Se~his Bcban ' s mine was in 'the sar:te scar.1. nut they started over in - ----- the ___ __ 

the valle;y rn.orc , wher<J/O~d Num~?er _Qnz. !~inc ,.,as . And of course there were a 

lot o.f roadways that .they drilled , driven over tow~d the outcrop , and of 

course the;v _ haQ. .to cr0ss these roa~s. when they were . dri v.in ' their slope C.m·m . 

!: ,lfOr~;:d in. that t;1ine be.fore it got flo0ded , a:1d after i t got f l oo ic-d . I wor1{ed 

the:Le for about J, p10nths , , and t he;n t hey laid the shift off , so , s e e ., I ·•,vas on~ 

of the last cnes tha·~ started ,. I got laid off . And that ' s when I went to 

La:~e Log . And I was workin ' down there when the mine got flooded , you see . 

·- . . .. ~ . :-icw many people were killed? 

I think i -t wac two . Or three . It wa~ my uncle ther.e . 

)il to these timbers , and he was holdin ' this other· guy Jup . 

He v:as hold in' . 
He v;as up 

n<.! c:~ i.n \'later . t"Jell , he got· washed into thiG -- "tl1e water washed hi:7l into 

thi:; here tunnel, see, and he was holdipg this guy up there . Oh , he w;J.s in 

there for about a couple daya , I guess . There was two guys c01:1e i n. I thin1'­

c n <: of them drovmcd , ·nut h e h ung on to thiu other guy . That VIas my uncle , . 

J ohr • .nic ~i el-Linl . 



.LY 

.... : 1\nd then I untlcrcta nrl , when he cam0. out , he GU..YG 1 I ' 111 q.ll · righ L1 

Juf; L ~i vc me a X SHOT OF ~: co Lch l 

S:\ ! I iy G tcpfa lhcr wa:.:. v:ork.i.n·~ there at the C<l!11C tlu1c . ;::ut h~ got cut . 

i':!J : I haven 1 t got thiG fj.Ul tr. clear ln my r.1ind . 1'he mine flo ode , l.ib .. you 

caiJ . Eut how long did it t D,kc before they t;ot anybody out , dead or ali "'te? 

:J.~ : \Jell I guess t hey had to send for pump::; I and se t up the pump::; ant! that . 

nnd I think they come froiil Cmnbsiand . They had cpe.cial puro:t):::;: 

I guess there were a lot of men on shift there , you know. (Lucl~y thing 

there were not more men killed . ) Well , I seen the place -afte~ , .whe~ I w~nt 

back there , where the water came out of this tunnel . r 

. ,.~,.. : How long did it t al-:e before they went back to 'v'tdrE. there ; ..!.. wondc r? 

:JA : It wasn ' t too long , before they got the water -pumped out : .They had a 

p ui7.p ~n the mine . but i ·t was a steam pump· . . Upn near the surface I y ou }:nO'tl . 

I t had a steam p ipe , going dovm into it . 

or a cup o£ coffee? (~nd of t~pe) 

--
1.:ou1d ydu people l."ike a drin;: , 

Ov e r coffee , he told us about the time he had to 'wall-: up past the tnine 

c n'trance , all dark , and he was· s·carcd . i.Ught meet bear or cougar· . . One 

::ight h e Dtr!:t saw these· ·two "cyes··staring :l:.t h im out· of the 'darl-; . It v.-as an 
old. mule ·~. neyh had let 0ut. :u. ti1e ~·10ods . Another time he h eard moans comir,g 
from the mine . · .. He· thought it· was someone hurt . He went and got ·the m~na 
r.:e.nage r who ca:rne out in the middle of the night, bawled out this man \'iho had 
been caught hanging',' he was drunk. Bawled him out before rescuing him. 

r !.· .. ~ r •"" 
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