Harmful Language Statement

VIUSpace contains material reflecting the socio-cultural norms and prejudices of its time.
Academic libraries are challenged to preserve contemporaneous expressions of ideas,
not to endorse or perpetuate them, but so they may be studied and challenged in service
of a more just, equitable and humane society. We recognize that VIU students,
employees and library workers will encounter discriminatory, offensive and hateful
representations of humanity within VIU Library collections, and that harms may occur as
a result, even as we seek to anticipate and mitigate those impacts through careful work.
We are committed to, and actively engaged in, ongoing and iterative work to reconcile
our responsibility to support scholarly inquiry with our commitment to the safety,
inclusion, equity and dignity of all persons engaging with VIU Library spaces, services
and collections.

The VIU Library is committed to

e Ongoing learning with humility from professional resources and projects to inform
approaches and to improve descriptive practices

e Centering care and awareness for library user communities in the ways we
approach descriptive practices

e Welcoming diverse perspectives by engaging and consulting library user
communities

e Perceiving VIUSpace as a “living” resource to be maintained and updated with
evolving changes to subject-based terminology and descriptive practices

e Removing inaccurate, outdated, biased, and offensive subject-based terminology
to be replaced with updated subject-based terminology that aims to accurately
describe library materials and provide subject-based access with consideration to
equitable and inclusive access and retrieval of library materials on Indigenous
topics

e Engaging with professional development opportunities and resources to inform
approaches and to continually improve descriptive practices

e Acknowledging the intersectionality of this work, and the harmful effects of LCSH
terminology upon diverse groups of library user communities. Future phases of
this work will consider and update subject-based terminology for describing
materials on topics such as, IBPOC, women, 2SLGBTQ+, neurodiverse people,
and people with disabilities.
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" Thls 10 :yrtle Bprgren. interviEWLng Steve Armand » FPeb. 6, 1979.

:k How old were you when you started working in the mines, Steve?
A: -1 wasn't quite sixteen. Xt I think it was about 3 months I had o €065, -
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iZ: And what was your first job?

S.A.1 Well my first job was wheeling ashes out of the boiler house, zt the
power plant. 3 1 ' -
MB:* That's the first time I've heard of that job. |
S5.A.: Wheeling ashes out of the power plant, steém plant. This was on

a wheelbarrowl

MB:  What mine was that?
VEE e Y 4 *'i‘D

S.A: Extension mine. . 0 _ YL i Liﬁl{nl:i
I"BE: What company owned ié.at thé time?l

S?A.: Canadian Cocllieries. I

}1.B.: Did you wérk down in the mine, after?

S.A.: No, I never worked underground in Extension mine. I made a few trips
in, you know, on the motor.

iio: When they bring out the coal -- how big are those chunks of coal?

S.A.: Oh, some of them were -- oh, I guess a hundred pounds, I guess, tﬁé
biggest ones. : - \
#B: Uell like Wh when they blow the coal, how goes it come down? A man hus
to get out of the way, and what happens’é‘ o= COF

S.4: Vhen they get ready to fire. the shots° Yes, you walk out of. your place,
you get puﬁ_qf the wgy. then they ‘have a cable, tﬁe fl re- -boss thh the shot
to fire has a ng;g“éﬁd he comes with you. ==---- I"'f _all Wlth electric
caps. = 4, 3 | :

IBB: So then the coal is all on the ground. So how do they get this coal into
the car? = 2N |

S.A.. They shovel it in.

i3: They shovel it in? A hundred poﬁnds?

S.A, Oh well, you pick the chunks up by hand throw them in.

¥ One man, sometimes two men, would throw them in. But usually they brokxe
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Lhen upi with a pick. &nJAthwx\Ixft ixthezanakler:p wade them inte caaller
;iecqs il they were blg uhuuks They uzeally ot shatlered into xnrlicr'
pieces with the blasting, Dnyhcw.

ilow was the coal here, was it pretty good quality, or was there nuch
rock in it? =
5.A. There were come places whcrp the seam had quite a bit of dirt in it.
Tul they mined that out lirst, youk know. And you loaded that out first,
in the cars. If there wasn't any roon1fb's+9rc ot and you loaded it in
the cars. And you take i% out and ——-you“see that little mountain over
there? That's ﬁﬁere‘théy dumped it. They clean all’the dirt out, and
then they'd start loadin®' the coal out. They didn't ﬁant you to put any
dirt in with the coal, you see. N Ly '
Ib: Dut how Qid‘they clean it out? + 1y : \
S.A. -By shovel. Well, they blasted it out first, and then they had tc 2o
a lot of pickin', too. uee, the dirt would be, maybe, sonetlmeu, ln the

/ ‘ below it and
mladle.qf the seam. lee. there d be coal/above it, 50 tney mined it out -
made ;!funrh oflhnles and 'shot this gx dirt out,, Lhcn aftc" they had it
-all claaned up - they would drlll thc coal and ghoot the top coal doun. and i
the botten etal up. X ' ‘ e "_'f ’ 30e e T
ynryxfg | Ihis here seam of dirt varied, . you know. Some places it was :_
- imayoe two feet thick, sometimes. it would be only four lnches thick. '
" 1B3:  Did you-say the dirt was four inches thxck?
S:d,» - Yeq,, Toatly all coal then. :
E.B;z; itwda Pow much rock could tnpy have in a car?
3.8: -I wag hork;n"on the: pithead, and I know they used to docr 10% 
of cars there.; Oh, gsometimes, maﬁhh you'd only get?%ggeor three hund rc&?
péuhﬁf of coal out of the  whole car, and you'd have a guy theyre ‘screonin
it out, just to sec how much d;rt was in it. ‘

{1':  How wmuch coal could a miner mine in a day?

5.5 T don't know. The song says 16 tons, (Laughter).




{1 just depends how.mcchanizﬁd it ig. If it's vy hand, woll T don't

tiink he'd wir that nuch. ¥Which in Eitension coal wine was westly done

by hand. There wasn't any alr drills or anylhing like that. It won all
load :
hand drills. ——Hell I gUC”" a guy could/-- if he was in a good place

he probably could lof I flftc"n cars in a day, that's twd guys togotner.

AUosually was two guys together in one place.

PN
b lde

¢ Does that mecan thaﬁ -~ the miner when he 15 standing at thc-wﬁil.

or what do you call it, the Iadei?or something? He isn't actually with
“hisz pick, he's not actgally_pﬁlling it out -~ it's the shot thatm malkes it
locse == . ; ' '

S.A. First, yeu; and then he picks alf\the lOOuC stulfl out ﬁlth a plCu.
w15, Soh he's'got to be 1ift1ng the coal into the car, and he's gov 1o be
Slekibe: Gt Lihe Wail to et the ceal ofF) ‘ :
. 9.4.: Specially on-thc roof. You had to trim 2ll the coal that waé still
stickin' on thd rcéf there; and then puﬁ the timbers in. 'Uell they call
that "ldggin'" that weﬁt ahead of the timber, four feet. You hal to put
‘thﬁm in. to orotecz your head because after the blasting is done, there'r
10 timpersthere,'eh for six feet ahead . S0 they had to plCn tbelr uqy

in 5nd get one.of these here lagyln anead and wedge % agamnqt tne tlnba
And vihen they gct all thosa in they male room for the two postu. aﬂd tnen
they put a strlnger up. Then ihej ﬂxart the operation all over agaln.‘

and
1Jnlng it out and -- tlmbarlng._drllllng /shovcllng And nlcal ng.

“B1 Did‘you see any disasters 1n_your_t;me? SRR . A SR -
e & AR 5y
Bid Jou hear aoout them? - - - ?j

ies, yeurq ago, before T was born, when they had exzplosions and thas.,
(I think onc timz there was 34 or 35 wmen killed in one explosion, it
nappenced in Number Two alo¥e. The only necar disaster I can remcumbery,

i Yhe coad mine " . . :
it wasa't actually &g,axpiﬁ*iﬁn, it was a forest fire we had here. It

muo hqvn been in the 195 8. Frank Beban had a 1ittle sawmill up here.

"

— T —— T — - ————- cw m—— SR - e -
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inq the mill burnt down and‘it started a [forest [ire Found hero. ard
thie }.:-x-.-nti‘ house :L‘ut;' ‘L]_‘ae mine i‘;L{:; 'Lh-_:re. a thol ‘i;‘ dislance frow where the
T A 0 & RO S ]."L‘i-?:"?.‘.liﬂ!';‘llf'.bL‘j_l-],,:'; -_cvar.:u._:x'l._ed from heroe, The vicnon -‘3,-,'-_}_
chlldren ol e tiicy took ‘L}.llfl-l-dU'\'."l'l"’UhCI'O to where Calwells live now.:
And there were peolﬁeillved in Colwell's there called Scanlans (7)
yvears ago.‘ I remecuber lthcﬁ-coming up with wilk for the kids. Dut vie
only stayed there Lfoxr maybe four or [ive houfu. In the evening t{hey

brovght us back. The danger had subsided then. . The powder houc - ign

catch Fire. ‘It was_still'in the mine yard, I gucss (the powdvr house)

Dut it was up at thatk end, like, you know. It's where they stored the
L : \ | '
dynamite for this mine. For ILxtension mine.

e 3

2:  Who worked in “the powder house then?

Dobia t Oh they used to have a Chinamen there, bringing the bores of
: ' : filled the : = 3

rowder up to the place where_they/pqwder cans. It was next to the

lamp house. There was another little room there. Vhen I worked in the

lamphousé T used %b have to'do that job. I worked in thc ‘lamphouse for

b
3

about é:year. I serviced the lam;g, charged the batteries, and_got'them 
ready for shlfts comin'’ on;j,These were electric lamps, yes.“'f don't
rcmemoer the flah Oll 1aNps. They had battery rlgnt atxappcd on thﬁir

bclt_here, And the cord went down, up over theln nmead, you knoh, to -

theip Rt ) 9 v i A f‘.'r_ : e Y i _ .
MB: How many men worked here then? e : SEA
-~ / - 3 s . € ) ~
ALy S Well I gue = tnerc were aoout tnree hundred On the three - = -

shifts, like, you_know.- That_ﬂas the last two yecars it worked, like.

R -'. o e s "
iB: 5o l-guess you’a have auout a hundrcd lamps to look after?

3

B4 01, more than that. (Jg“'n) Oh that was consldcrea'a gocd job.

oy how far away was thv lamp house from the pouder house?

SA:- The main powder house was a way up the other end there. 2ut they
had another room next to the lamp house where the miners puﬁ ;heir powisar

cans in, and then we filled the powder cans. And when, the shift was



goin’ on they handed thein oul to the guys thal's poin' in the mine,
1t was all done with a cheek numbor. ILiike the Tamp had thﬂfch;cf

numbrr on, their powder can, thelr jE tools,
s  They hal to pay for'their powder, ch?

. ine* had to pay [for the }dmp too. 7The fire Logs

Lh'

2ol Yesn, Yeor

carricd the caps. bliners weren't allowed to caryvy them. Tou're ncit

By

allowed {o carry caps and bowﬂcr at the :éme time! (lauzh)
Nﬁz‘ Whét do yoﬁ rememnber most.about'tha mines in-the 0ld days?
S.A¢ _Heli there was a lbﬁ‘of noise here, when the mines were gein'
" Lecomotives chugein' back and forthg' liine L2113z ringin'. at;;¢
‘plant runnin’ down at %he'mine;'ﬁhkin' quite a bit of noise. ﬂﬁd the
.ccal'gettin‘ dumpad into the cars. And théﬁ years ago, when they
viere dumpin coal on LhaL lltilu nountaln over thcre, they had a big
team holst at the bottom thab pulled tnls car up to tne top,'aﬁd
'dumped 1t on t0p. And at the came time, that there rock uump was all
bﬁrning., 1% burnt for years._ Lifﬁle fires all.over“it, you know
So when you entcred thl valley, all you could smell“was‘sort of. a8

r

sulphury coa1 (Laughter)

r

1;1:' Uhab Wdo burnlrg

b

p.A}_ Oh there was a lot of coal mix ed with it, you know.

BB Is the“e any now, Muya do you uupposc9

ag il

'S.g.=  Oh 'thére's stlll some in at yat. 1hcte’s a lot of shale i

o)

_it,»but “Ha% 11 burn too you know, : But it leaves such a pile of -

'asheu uhat i isn‘t GCOHOmLC&l tc use. Oh yes, the centre ol that

ng -3 21l burnu, you know. <

2t

WD IL would be QUILP a wlght Sthough, on a dark nignL, wouldﬂ't 1»

fie

th

n.Af Gh yes, -there were 11111@ fires all around up thpre.

D - I1 would be warm. too?
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Z.A0: We uvsed to go over thers and play sometimes vhen wie were Plun.
there

and the fumes/would juut aboul. chn"r.‘ yOU, ¥on Raow, when you vioeo around
there.

N1

-and thore were no freecs orr anything to calen Fire? WHus 1% bocn around

-

I} - ~
the mine?

_.'s.f-‘;z 1es, there 'waﬁ-:n't too many trees around here then, you knew., ALl
these ridgesw wiere bare. I can remember when T was a kid. low ihty‘ra U
to about £0 or 20 feet high.
[B: Tes, T guess it looked kind of'barrcn, oh?
Silst Yes, it 4id, YTes, |
wos  How big was fxtcnsion? .
S.A.¢ DOh well,‘thcre was a heck of a lot more houses.then therc-is now.

lot of them burnt down. A 1ot of them we re torn down. Right dovm here
was a big Chingtowp. you knov. They worked at the nlne, but on the outcids,
ofi thetﬂithead, masf of them; And theon of course there was thlu mill G"“.
here. Qulte a4 few worked at that mill.

~ When tne flrst people settled nere, Dunsmuir didn't wa nt"

1obcdy to bulld thc1r homea around the mine. he wanted them fo go to

Ladysmith._-T've'heard stories of some or the Olu niners, . ihay generally

i

used to walk down there and catcn the traln au it was c011n in. 'So

eventually I guess he. JUut allowed “them to build nere.l
©Obd Feloustls

They had a hall here, the faz laliﬂrhﬂhallAA X.P. Hall.
Oh yea. they had dancea alnost every Saturday night. Poeple -- they had

upL01ql tralns on. People usad to come up from Ladysmlth to the dance.

\

And vice versa, ncy d have dances in Ladyomlth. and then SPEClul tralno

fox Fxtonuion people to g0 down there Lp the dance. In the old ﬁbr;culturﬂ1

Hall ‘therc. « ) A G e LY

1

=



iCs whpsre were you born?  (he iz druaming his- fingers on chair ara.)
2.4 .3 Right herr in Eltengion.

iz 33 what did yonr fathor do?

wolier Well my father worked in the coal mines. Put he also had a pool roon,

and he was a barber toos at the same time.
lib: Here at Extension?

S..: Yeg, Then he later bought the ¢ld hotcl, the Tunnel hotel, here

at Suilension. After the mines closed down, it had %o close down too. ,dround

1940, I guess, my folks moved out of it. Then it was later torn town, ther

my sisters have their duplex right there where the hotel was, . now. And ny
\ :

. brother built his hpusé next door there. :
(iB: IHow many rooms did it have in it7?

S.A.: There was 21 rooms altogether, I blieve.

Pl - T bet.ybu rémember'spme good times, in that hotel? (iaugh)'

S.ﬁ.; Ch yes! On' a Saturday night! (laughter) -

iy a'tgkuadx fduher had a barber ahop in the hotel, and a pool room on one

‘slide. nut when he bought the hotel' lt'was durlng.the prohlbltlon period,

50 the saloon part was closed down..-Then of course2 he died before‘they were

able 2 geﬁ the 1 quor llCOTuL then. Thmn-of cburse my fathﬂ“ ran uno_

hotel. ilad the Deer parlor Lhcra. So, T've geon a lot of nappy days, I

guess, and '

: I
¥Mix T was a two storry hotcl. There was one boarding hOusa that I can
_remeunoer. But most of the peoplc that was in there hormed at thb m11l.

" The sawmill over thcre. \ ‘ _ ! 7
Yb: It was qulte an 1nduutrlal town here tucn'\

2 Oh yes, it was a busy, going place here, Thc; said thnre was tht“
a fow hotels here at ﬁne time, in Extension. It must havh been a real
hustliné tom. . ¢

itve 3.A.: Yes, well they burnt a lot of gtrile breakers homes down. They

burnt zowe of the mine bulldings down too. And underncath that rock dump,




o miﬁc—managvr lived there, and his houge was burnt down. TPuri of tﬁe
orchail Lhnrc yua yetb, vight at the oot of that dump, there's sone apple
irzco and-that thire yet.
it What did your rather die of?

3 _ :
S.A.: lie-died of appendicitis. He was hs. ) S
rZ: Who wds the doctcf'up.here at the time? “drumning)
5.4, They had a nine. doctor. ~ile was stationed ht Lhc mine here all the tize.
He' had his office right dovm at the mine there,
Wy ‘1 gucssAthefh had a union, eh?

any nore §

an. ilo, I aon't thlnu they had/a unlﬂ after the strike. They smached
the union that tlmc. It wasn't until in the thirtics that they becane
organized again here, the United lLiine Yorkers., So théy were without a
union maybe-for‘20 years, ch? Dut” there's one thing-they gid gect, here
in.Dritish Columbia. They  got one ol the best mines fcgulation acts in
the Jorlu. S0 sone old tinmers toid me, anyhoﬁ. That timz2. Of cource now

hl

ayoe other: countries’ have beticr"_ ' e
[iB3 That was after the strike? o I T
S.A. Ics. Becausc the utrlke started over gas, E gue ; finding gas
in worklngu. fm,i,g -
1B:  How do thej rmauh a unlon durlng the st trike?

S s dell Lhey ‘brought a lot of strike breakers “in. They used the arny

w7 who were union menbers ¢ , ;
00, dnd Yot of those fellows/eouldn's get a job here .aftervards, I guessﬁ’
S6e and they had to go other places o works " And then I guess & 1ot s
of. them drlftcd back nere. many years later. thn things kind of blew over.
£2: - Do you remember hearing the whistle at [Humber Ono. dovn town? & i |
Sdg Ics, we coulg-hear it from here.  We could hear tne h015t chuggln tco,

Some days. They used o olow whistles here too, I romcmucr wnen I was a

yougslkid they used %o blow o many whiatlcu Tor wvien there was a man, B
S i tne dr. vasn't in his qf
* B 4

iajured in the wine, To call ﬁhc doctor. Decause the doctor would b2

.

zrcund here gomcwhere

ALY



S0 thoy uueﬂ to blow ga maﬁy whistluu there at the mine. For the docinr.
If there was o fire aroucd hﬂl&?_th“le! blow uo many ;ﬁ:inplLs, iUy

used ©o blow quite regular here at one time. Vhen people got wind of

the mine shutting down, I guess, the ecasicut way Lo got out of lars

wag got rid of thefr house.

i3t The houses were cloge togcthqr T gueso,  goncLody cloe's homgs

aight catech Fire? :

SA: Oh, they had a good bucket brigade hrre. tlﬁugh)

They got the water out of wells. In the suﬁmer there‘wasn't too nmuch,

o

no. There was a lot of houses burnt down, but they always seened to e

3

L

Ii

S - & sy : =
able to save the ones that were next doocr. I don't know how. PFut wh

the Chinatown burnt though, they didn't save any- there.. Because the

houses viera touching éach other, go the whole street went. NMust nave
veen 20 6: 30 houses all burnt down onc_day there. Right here in
Extenzion. . Must ha%e been 1930 or 31. ZEefore the mine closed déwn.

And then ‘they built a few new‘ﬁlacev for them to stay in. There actually
wasn't’that many Chinameh_left_at that time. . l |
MBs: Afe there any houses built over where they lived?i

Sh tio, that's where the field is now. There used %o Lo aﬁuat tﬁi;ty
oflfofty wells fhe:e,'sohit was a real danger for kids. " Hhen the
Cﬁinaﬂen-all moved out. So;-it.was during the depression there, vhen

. i _ ! : . >
we were all on reliet., well, we circulated a petition around here to get
“thé government to have the guys fill these wells in insfead of just.
playin' érouﬁd_on the road there, you know, all wé_did was just £ill
pcthbles; Fu Used to put your relief turn in on the road. So théy_did;
ahd tha& gotltham ali fi;led'in;' And then, a few years later, we buil?t

that ball park there. And then I think it was donated by the governmcn

a parks _ .

a

Ly

k-

L

:  liow come there were 20 orx jo'wcll g all in that small place?

.

S.4. On, ozt of the Chinamen had their owni individual wells.  and wost

. l.._



_ b= E _ LE2
of then are filled with them o1d Chincon butt]nn and vf”rjthiu{.taa.

The men just threav evorything in.’ S‘:(- cvary house had Cheir own prilsps
gump at Lhe back, just over the fence. (lauph)--A 1 Elods of Sottlee e
ciueff ia them. |

& you cver ok any of fhﬁm personally”

Sa: The Chinamen? OCh yesi- I used to work with thau down at the pithead
Who weore some of them? Can you rcmcmbcr Lhe names? L

aAas lo, well they nll had nicknamcg. You never kncew lheoir right nanes,

you know.  They werc good pcople to work with, the Chinamcn. TYes. They

-

didn't try to pyx pull anything over on you. They were real friendly. f-

Ve always had a lot of fun with them. \Sometimes they'd Be'pushin' a car

there, and if it wﬁs a bit stiff, youlknow. jou got z whole bunéh cf

Cihinanen there pushin'. So we'd be all pushin' there, gruntin"and groanin’
: o ;

and I know there was some kids there, they would just hit their hands like

‘¢his, you know?. And they weren't puSHin"that nuéh. and ac soon as you

knocked their hands off, coaroe they d go flyln ahead, you know! (laugntsr)
ﬁut they were good to get on with. \ .
?kmd::nﬁzaﬁi:ﬁleix:: A

'(drumm1ng).
i3 ;hey had lower wagca. I gUESa. than others

SA: Yes' they were, getting pald less ihan uhat we viere. -Like the white

kids were geuting about ¢2 LB day. was our yages then. I 'k guess the .

' Chinahen Weve, a 1ok lowar tnan that. 'Bxcd

.
‘

VB2 Dld,you have 1ots of snow up here in the wintertime? In those day

R Yes T tan rﬂmﬂmber h apd 5 feet of snow. f : ) Ribigss w_“_ﬁz o
ks And thcn what happened 11Le with' the traina and that? Did’ 3ou have ©

to ‘get out and dlg snow?

—_

GA: . lio, the trainz never got stuck much. And of course there wasn't that
many cars around in those days either. They used to still haul the coal
around nerc with the. teams.. From the mine. They'd come "around with o ieam.

Zacange everybody'd buy coal. Coal and woed.

v]
T
)
cr
5]
et
=
D

M Up ©1l11 when can you remember they sUill ue

SA: Up until the coal mine closed down. 1931, I gucss.

e B I T e - . e e ———— ettt —— — ———— -

e | ——



e qu tiicy have mules up here” ! ’ﬁ?c{ <tops HEQEf

iz Oh yes! T bet theres was 200 wules in thayfvarn there al one Lins.

’

..

That wag on top of the ground, the bora, oF witderiacalh?

(] o ‘ .
Zds That was oul in the nine yord thore. They had a stzble underzround ioo.
v they never Kept thom in therce -- you Inow, they caine out on the weelkends.

Like on a 3Sunday.

75 {laugnlzsr) For a holiday? _(cnd of tape)

xRS NBs  Well, I never heard that vefore, tﬁat'theyh; had ﬁo vring

thewm up every six months, according to law. . . |

SAt T think so. |

b And what aboul the man who-looked alter the mules.. Vas he called the
teamster, or what? v 3

34% You meaﬁ the fellowis that drove the mules? 1o, they were called fule
skinners. or Drivggs. _

HE3 They.ﬂad-to Took after Ehe malss too, thcmgelves?

Shs Nell'I‘guess they fed 'cmﬂduriné the workin' day .

1B: Did you ever have énythihg to do with nmules? ) : e =

SA:. L flo s I, worked undefgroundt;but I never.went through thatlﬁéagc.J They ?q
nad horscﬁlwbrkiﬁ' in the mine too. S ‘ Cedey _s_,' = Y g_j
M2:--Wnat about chufch?; Did mahy peﬂple here go to church? 'Did they have é
church? ,'?}L'“* o e g ‘ _ | l \

SA: Yéé:“fhere:wés the qhite& Church, and the Chatolic church hére. T used _;

iz go to church when I was'a kid. The Catholic church.

iZ5: I guess there were quite 2 few different nationalities up here? ;

SA: Yeg, it was the League of Nations here.  Every diiferent nationalily.
R Y S R e iy e ek : ‘__1-1; there iz todav oo Y e s

(drumning)  There wds come raciosm too. iell, ere.1s today too, sou khow

winzt I wean. There's always racism in Canada. But everybody was friendly,

the cane.
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Bs' LAE 1 guess the only things they were really not friendly atout was

gver thoe strikesz.
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friendly as 1f they wercn't sirike breakers, ch? Zitsian'z.casypstonforget

I guzss lhey won't fofget those dayu. 1 pucss they had @ fougin Tlue, you
toow. Lo be cvut of work that long.
+Z: PBid you know Sam Guthrie?

A: No, T didn't know him personally. DBut I've geen him and hezard him

sp2ak a few times.
(from ‘the eld countrics) :

Sh: People camc cut herc/to find a freer place to live, T guess, and
Letter working condlthns. They hag a\lot of explesions in %hose_days,
1o safety regulations. Use of nukedllights. . . =
ii3: (had said) Robert Dunsmuir wanted to get rich: quxc&, thile fhc othars
vanded together against the bdq borking conditions. .. o -
‘A: Yes, I guess that's what started the whole thing. There was sone

bor history made here in Extension. (speaking of socialist reprcrcntat¢vc)

iad
(ii3: re worst conditions in mines, highest death toll)
15 R | uess you know nany pRapiaxwhaxiogix famllles who lost people?

=

SA" Yes. I dod._“ell 1fvyou 0. to the cenetery in Ladysmith- you can sce

L]

tha rLSulto t;ecc. Young boys, t“n and twelve vfhlrtecn, fourteen...
iZ: What would' theyh have dled of? )
SAz: dell, a lot of them o guegs. a rall of rocm. or fall of coal; or

uttlng run over with cars... There”s a picture in there that c'}m...s Jou

m

the kids ... . o s S e S
; . _ : ; RS

I2¢ Out heré did you have a shaft or glope?
3A: In Extension mine? o, it was a tumnel. Xauxeauk A level tunnel.

[ =

fou could walk right ind

MD: But you tald something about hoisting up that car, and dunping it on’

to thnat slag heap there.

-

2A¢ Oh, that was over there. The rock dump. They had a little dump there,

20 they dunped two of these mine cars into this sort of a steel car they



Sl

had made? To go up that hill there. It was built so that the vack was way

up, see, it had to go up such a steep‘%glinc there that they built the back awﬁy
up ¢o it loolied like a wedge shaped thing goin' up there, you ?now’ Then there
vas a little shack on the top of that and two Chinamen utayeo up tnerh. And
they opened the doors on theé car and dumped it thcre." A
©B: How much of 'an incline ‘would you Say that was?

34: 33 percent, anyhow." Sagligid: SRR T
3: And it''had to go up on a' cable, eh?

-

— . . e M -,;;.T-" = . ) e ~ '.f' S S ore et PP
Yes, they had quite a thick ‘cable pullin' it up therc. There was a stean

= A
Y

aoist at the Yottom! Tt wag'a way nlgﬁer a't thab tlmc, youl“now..“huﬁﬁ‘%ave
bcen at least 50 Teet hlghcr uhan what lt As now. I gue it’ ttlcd?down
vhrougn the yéaru too, and tnen of coursc tne" tooc a bunch 04; thcrc you knicw,
when they were shippin' it away there? One of those cement companies was takin'
it away. They were takig' it away to makg}gement with, I guess.

When we were kids we all went to Ladysmith, you know. lever went
to lianaimo. Because you had the free train ride to Ladysmith. And it left here
af 7:30 in the morning, took the graveyard shift back, like the men started
work at 7 in the morning. They had td be ready to enter the mine at 7 o'clock.
30 it came up here at 6:30 from Ladysmith. And then the miners had z big
wach house down there, every miner had a locker and a big shower room, so they
iz all changed their clothes and got ready to go in the mine by that time,

I guess. And the other shift would be out of the mine by 7 o'clock, and they
rould be dowvn getiing washed and that, and ready to go home, and at y:30 itne
irain would lave for Ladysmith. So if you wanted to go fo Ladysmith in the
orning you go down there and catch the 7:30 train. Then it would come back
<n at 3 o'clock. And it would come back at 11 o'clock at night. So you had
a1l kinds of transporiation then! (laugh). TFree transportation.,

-

What kind of train did they have?

L

as It was a steam trair.
How many carc? .

At one tlme they had three CoaChCa on 1t. Thcy had the pot bcllled “tOV“S

i S — ——— e — e e et



iz 'em, burned coal.
iB:  Did they keep thc train here, or at Tadysmith?
SA: They'd keep it in Ladyomith.

i"B: Do you recmember somec of ‘the cngiﬁccrs. or proplc Lhat vioriied on it?
5A: Yes I remember somer engineers. And the brakeman.

"2: I guess it would whisltle, eh?

SA: Oh yes, whistle when it was cﬁmin' in. And goin' out. Then of course
there was the coal trains running through the day too.“you know, on the same
track. =~-Vell, they would usuall& go.ﬂown with the coal about 10 in the
morning, when the coal traln left for Ladysnlth, and then come baﬂL, with
the empties. Pu+ in between. the miners' traln would be runnin' too.

MBs  Well then when the coal got to Ladys mlbh, what dld they do with it?
SA: It went down to the bunkers there, wvhere they stored it, ready to

put on the'ships And ‘of course they had a washery down there where they

got the
washed the sla*k coal and iha/nut coal and every dlfferent size out of it,

you know. JYes. they had a. big bunnor down there. In fact, I helped to pull
some rails off it. I was one of the last ones that was workin' here, you
know. Pullin' the ralls, and loadin' a lot of the machinery on the flatcars.
fiiles of coppef cable. ;
1B: This was when they finished, eh? And where did that go to? They took
it right out. Took the rails &nd everythlng out. Winches, and ﬁumps, and

all the overhead trollcy cables b $

TSt d they seal “the fiihe? - :
SA: Yes, they built sort of a in front there. But it wasn't long
after that it caved in. 'So it was permancntly sealed then.
ME: But was there any coal left, T wonder?

SA: Well I think the last day 1% worﬁed they got 500 tono..
IFBs Well I guess anyoody could go in ahd get coal if they -- :
SA:  Well, we did. We worked a little mine up here for about 8 years.
There was the lamilton family and a few others. We went in and | the
524 workin's, you know. See they left a lot of pillars in there.
m

ey e gy e
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when they were -- when thcy’were retracting the pil]hrﬁ. sometines, ﬁe]y

the roof came down and they'haﬁ té lgavc it, eh? 5o, goin' from the outside,
from the surface in, you could get near thesc pillars. Ieccausc thcy had the
plans and that, you know,to ‘see wherc they were. We put about 7 or 8 years
in that. And that's the only time I worked underground.in an Extencion

mine. That's really small mines that we had.

i12: How deep would they be?

SA:+ Oh, we only went down about 300 feet, I guess. lﬁecause we were

encountering black damp. See, this here black damp would come seepin' out

"of the old workin's. And of course you can't breathe that. We had a little

ventilatin' fan, but it wasn't efficient against that. --The man who was in
charge, he had a safety lamp, and of course he testéed it before we went down.

If the safety lamp went out well you knew there was no oxygen there, so you

didn't go in\: ¢ Pl R RES S i

3: Then you'd-have ‘to' waituntil you got-it clgared out, eh?

SA: Yes, well we had a ¥ittle fan there, run by a car engine. Like pipes
goin' down in'the mine, you know.

MB: & I wonder if he 'made ‘any ‘money.’’

Sh: No, we didn't make no money. - We were all partners in it. Sc if ome
didn't make anything, the whole works of us didn't make nothin'. There was

a lot of times though, when we would hit the old workin's and we woulén't

get no coal at zll maybé. for a month. No, we'd have to keep goin' until we .
found these differént Stunps that was left. Those stumps of Eoéi that xszre
was left, you krow. ‘A°pillar. 'Of Gourse the things caved up like a football
rield, you know, “there were big openings in thére, wnere it had been mined
out before.' ‘It was slow work goin' through them.

2: So you'd have t6 timbér gpﬁtqph;ag you went .through.  That was hard work!

SA: GSure was. It was a back-breakin' Jjob.

"Z: There would be quite a museum underneath Extension here, wouldn't there,

if you opened it all up? . Ny a

5&: Yes. - Course most of the workin's are up that way, under these ridges.



Nothin' under Exticnsion here. Jost the tunnoi vent under.,

Ml: Vhich direction did it go? |

SA: Well T know thero's one opon}ng down there where \hite Rapids mine is.
You just go up the Comox railway}gnigttle ways and there was-an opening right
there. I think they:had pipes comin' out of this opening that went to ihe
river. They called it the siphon. That was fof the water to run out,

you know. And then there was one over towards dog@o. There was an air

ahaft over there somewhere. Then up this way, you know where the old Lakes

Road is? Where Chambers' mine was? Well that was the first mine they

opened in Extension. It was up there. They called it 0ld Pumber Cne.

And then of course they had that narréw gauge railway that ran from there
dovn to South Wellington. Ané where you could get some information on that
would be The Railways of Vancouver Island. It has it on a map. It shows
you where 1t goes, you know _gig_jggpgg_gﬁgl_they called it. It went from

South Uelllngton to the E&V rallway, I guess ‘heforeeladysmith was even
B TN W PR AT :
started, you see They hsed to haul the coal along the &4 back to

e ey T PO 3 it - S T
Depariure Bay where Dunsm01r had thelr shlpplng wharfs for the Jelllnguon

O FT T i T { ST R S IR DY ] Fhdip

i b 2 Pok u . _f:ih.

mines.
L'. ' 3 e : - 4 [l Rl A ”] o 2l FETRY R "_' 2
MiB: Well Lhe Whltc Pap1o° mlne. dld i%e conncct up chh che uxten31on

1,4 14 T edatiwa Ll R W | riis o Lyt 12 - 1“--- '-.-.1 ‘T_ L s ! --‘ . ;_- - Pyl WL
mine? _
SA: No. I oon % thlnk 0. I worked in Bhere when it shut dovm, too.
(% § LR pEe ey
And that was a low feam. It was only about 30 inches. They had conveyor

e

systems to get 1t out. Everybody worked on thelr Lnoes. uunber 8 mine

it - R

in oumberlardiwas the same You know. the seam 1s only abou+ that thack
about Bonlnohee ihxeu 32. But they use ma““;nes there to cut the coal,

you know. It Just looks ilke a big power saw. xhe coal cuttln' nnchlre

M3:s Yes. I've seen a picture of+it, "It's sure different from doing it --
SA: By hand, like we done in Extension here: Course this was a high secan
here, up to 15 feet high, you know. We aii used all xné -- pillar and stall
work, we called it. Everything's blocked off, like a city. Strcets, and



After it's all blocked off, aﬁd then they start on the back end, wrll,
that's where they're supposed to start, but a lot of times they zitart on‘thn
main haulage ways and took the pillars out and Lhen of course the haulage
ways collapse and thcn they had to move out and -- tth toox the crcam, you
know, they didn't tahc all the coal thcy could have gotl.

wB:  Well what were you d01ng.1n White Rapids mine? dhat job?

SA: Well T was helpin ' -- they call it brushin®. DBlock work, you know.
EE} Were you on your knees too? :

SA: Not when I was brushin'. We worked on the levels, you know.

Shootin' the roof upxand down and éhootin’ the floor up to make it high
enough for the cars to go. They have Qo take the coal out, you know. Aand
then of course I went on to thé cenveyors -——;on the paneg, and (filling?)
the pans. Then I was on my knees. Shovgling into these .here pans.

[iB: Was it wet, or aamp?' -

SA: Down at White Rapids it was. There was quite a bit of water come in
there. ' o e ,f.; P F A ol T T
I2: You'd havd wet. knees all the time, eh?
SA: Yes, [ZThat was misgrable. DNot at first, but.just before it shuf down,
I guess .the roof was startin' to creck, en, and.thg‘waéer was comin’.in.

But there were a lot of -auk.faulte in there jbo._ You .know, where the coal
sucddenly Jumps up, and then there's rock. The fallt is just_iike it slips.
“hen you come near these places, well then the water comes in. And thena of
course it runs dowq ﬁgeghgre you're workln'. Real'miserable.

2x SA: I know at/Cumberland £8feonh where I was workin' there, was, whe!
they brus hen tne roads out, the rock in tne roof tncrc, you could see ferns,
and like salal leaves, just as plain as -~ fos sils, like. You could gee the
shape of the small trees, like with the bark and that. And it would be

like a picce of coal. DBe flattencd right‘out.

ME: WVould that be coal, or rock?

SA: No, some of it was coal. The leaves and that would impress right in

P R T AT LA ey e



the rock, you know, It was coaln. It woulﬁ look like a piece of'wood.

Well this is what coal was at onc time, vegctation.

There's usually shale above the coal. And somctiﬁcs below. Dul hcre in thig
mine it was sandstone that was on the floorn At Vnite Rapids and Exztenzion.
I don't know if there's aﬁy séams below that or not, in that case. Rhon-I
worked in Cumberland it was'shale on’' the bottom and shale on the top. But
there was other seams beloﬁ that, you know.

{3: Did you do much hunting? .

_ start

Sd: Well I did for a while. I didn't gexmuch/hunting till I was about 35,

I guess. I usually used to go with my brother. Then he was killed at Nanaimo
Lakes there in '71. So I never hunted any'\more since then.

=Ty

iB: Is there a Senini here that -- what was it, some disaster --

£
o

A: Well, they're my relations, Senini's. hz You mean when they had the

iy

lood in Beban's mine? They run into the old workings of the 01d llumber Cne

" e S

mine. 3?EJ—EQ15H§EBaQt§m?ine was in 'the same scam. But they started over in
the valley more, whczgﬁb%d &;ggér One. line was. And of course there were a
ibt of foadways that they drilled , driven over toward the outcrop, and of ~
course they had to cress these roads when they were drivin' their slope down.
worxad in that mine before it got flocded, .and after it got flooded. I worked
there for about jimoqths.Lan& then they laid the shift off, so;, see, I‘was on:
of the last ones that started, I got laid off. And that's when I went to
Lake Log,' And I was workin' down there when the mine got flooded, you see.
+EZ: row many people were killed?
SAs 1 think it was two. Or three. It was my'unclé there. le was holdin'
on to these timbers, and he was holdin' this other‘guy.up. He was up to his
neck in water. Well, he goti’ washed into this -- the water washed him into
this here tunnel, see, and he was holdinz this guy up there. Oh, he was in
there for about a couple days, I guess. There was two guys come in., I think
ene of them drowned. 2Lut he hung on to this other guy. That was my uncle,

Johninie Senini.




'3 And then I understiand, when he came out, he says, I'm gll'fight!-

Just give me a K SHOT OT Geotlch! :

SA: Ly stcpfathef vas workint there at the saue t%mc. sut he got cut.

iiD: I haven't got this quite clear in my mind. The minc f{loods, like you
gaid. But how long did it take before they got anybody out..doad or alive?
SA: Well I guess they had to send for pumps, and set up the pumps and‘that.
And I think they come from Cumbeland. They had special punps:

I guess there were a lot of men on shift there, you know.: (Lucky-fhing
there were not more men killed.) Well, I seen the place -after, .when I went
back there, where the water came out of tpis tunnel. AT 3L ey 2

ML: How long did it take before. they went back to work there, I wonder?

SA: It wasn't too long, before they got the water pumped out. .They had a
pump in the miné, but it was a gteéam pump. ~ Upm hear the surface, you know.
It had 2 steam pipe, going down into it. --Would you pecople Iike a drini,
or a cup of coffee? (End of tape) ‘

Over coffee, he told us about the time he had:to.'walk up past the mine
entrance, all dark, and he was Scared. Iliight meet bear or cougar. ' One
night he mzi saw these two éyes"sfariné &t him out of the‘dark: It was an
old mule ineyh had let out ir the woods. Another time he heard moans coming
from the mine. “ He*thought ii-was someone hurt. He went and got ‘the mine

manager wno came out in the middle of the night, bawled out this man who had
been caught hanging, he was drunk. Bawled him out before rescuing him.
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