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What's New?

Cowichan in the News

Norske Skog Expands

Norske Skog, the Scandinavian company that took over the Crofton pulp mill last
year, is expanding again. The company has announced plans to acquire Pacifica
Papers. The deal would pay Pacifica shareholders in cash or Norske Skog shares.
The total value of the transaction isn't clear yet, but if this goes ahead, Norske Skog
will acquire new pulp mills in Port Alberni and Powell River, and become the
largest newsprint producer in BC, and third largest in North America.

Youbou Mill Update

The deadline has passed, and it now looks as though the Youbou mill is going to be
torn down. The Cowichan Lake Community Forest Co-op had until 5 PM, March
23, to put in a final offer for the mill. In spite of pleas from the government and
others for an extension, Timberwest stood firm by that deadline, and a final
business plan was not presented. The Co-op says it ran out of time. However,
Timberwest put a new offer on the table late Friday. The company is willing to
match a $50,000 government grant for a study on putting up a new, smaller,
specialty mill to be run by the Co-op. The company says it would be prepared to
supply timber from Tree Farm License 46, and also contribute some of the
proceeds from the sale of the equipment at Youbou to build the new plant.

Reaction has been swift and negative. IWA Local 1-80 president Bill Routley says
the offer is an insult, because a speciality mill would only create about 30 or 40
jobs, not even close to the 220 that were lost when the Youbou mill was closed.
Routley is also warning that frustration in the community might boil over if
Timberwest goes ahead with demolition plans at the Youbou mill site.

CVRD Appoints New Economic Development Manager

Mr. Geoffrey Millar has been appointed to the position of Economic Development
Manager for the Cowichan Valley Regional District. Mr. Millar, from
Summerland, BC, served in a similar capacity for the Summerland Chamber of
Economic Development and Tourism. In his CVRD position, Mr. Millar will
develop and implement strategies to promote economic development in the
Regional District as well as provide services such as research, statistical analysis,
studies and promotional activities. In addition to these services, Mr. Millar will
actively market the region in order to strengthen and diversify the local economy.
The appointment takes effect on March 26.

Health Care Workers Vote to Strike

A 90 per cent strike vote by health care workers has given a strong message to
employers. The union says it will use the strike mandate to push for a negotiated
settlement by the end of this month. The contract talks cover 60,000 health care
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