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Join us.
Support our families and friends. Work for visibility
and celebration for everyone. 2
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) $20.00 individual
O $25.00 family

Cheques payable to PFLAG Victoria
PO Box 5474, Station B
Victoria BC VSR 684
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Our membership and mailing lists are held in
confidence. Membership in PFLAG is not an
indication of sexual orientation, marital or family
status, -

Joining the Tribe: growing up gay
and lesbian in the 90s. Linnea Due
interviews 1lesbian and gay teens
from various backgrounds and
locations in the U.S. She examines
sources of support available in some
cities and 1laments the lack of
support youth receive from their
lesbian and gay elders. Readers
will be saddened and outraged by the
treatment youth receive, and the
barriers they must overcome to claim
an authentic identity. The stories
will also evoke admiration at the
resilience and courage these teens
demonstrate.

reviewed by Marleesha

- MARK THIS DATE ON YOUR
CALENDAR! !

SUNDAY
JULY 7, 1996

PRIDE PARADE
AND PICNIC
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Aids Vancouver Island (AVI) is
starting two big research projects:
an evaluation of AVI's education
services, with special concern for
whether these services address the
issues of 1lesbian and bisexual
women. The other is to collect
information on men 1living on
Vancouver Island or the Gulf Islands
who have sex with men. AVI is
especially hoping for input from men
in rural and remote areas, who are
over 50, or under 20, closeted gay
and bisexual men and those who
consider themselves straight but
have sex with other men. If you, or
anyone you know, is willing to offer
information, call or write:
Stephen Samis, Research Coordinator

AIDS Vancouver Island
#304 - 733 Johnson Street
Victoria, BC V8W 3C7

Tel: 1-800-665-2436 or 1-604-2366
Fax: 1-604-380-9411
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Can't make the PFLAG meetings? Want
to talk about your lesbian/gay loved
one, or work on your own coming-out
issues? SYLVIA SPRINGER, a mother of
a lesbian, works as a therapist and
counsellor with lesbigay people,
their friends, or family members.
Her number is 595-1681.
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For those of you who are interested
in the work of EGALE (Equality for
Gays And Lesbians Everywhere), the
nearest office is:

1423 Howe Street
Vancouver, B.C.
V6Z 1R9S

669-0851
669-0853

Tel:
Fax:

Moms and Dads go to Washington

More than 200 PFLAG members
journeyed to the District of
Columbia for "Moms and Dads Go To
Washington" during March. The week-
long pilgrimage was in support of
the Employment Non-Discrimination
Act (ENDA), a federal bill aimed at
protecting gay and lesbian people
from being fired based on their

sexual orientation. (Currently,
there is no U.S. federal 1law
prohibiting job discrimination

against lesbians and gay men.)

"Equal opportunity for employment
is a family issue,"™ said PFLAG
national President Mitzi Henderson.
"Basic to every family is the need
for its members to earn a living.
Yet for families with gay or lesbian
children, that opportunity can be
denied, PFLAG is committed to the
passage of [ENDA]. It would give
our children the same redress for
unfair treatment that other workers
already have." .

Moms and Dads came to Washington
in a variety of ways. On March 16,
a b55-seat bus 1left Houston and

traveled through seven states,
picking wup families bound for
Washington. So much excitement

developed over "Moms and Dads Go To
Washington" that other PFLAG
chapters followed Houston's example
nd made similar treks to D.C. After
meeting with Marsha Scott, White
House Deputy Assistant to the Presi-
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ident for Political Affairs, Marsha
Scott (the first White House liaison
with the gay and lesbian community),
more than 200 parents 1lobbied
members of Congress about ENDA on
Tuesday, March 19. "We want to make

the workplace safe for our
children," explained Houston
coordinator Gail Rickey. "We tell

stories of gay men and lesbians who
have been fired and people say, 'Why
don't they sue?' Well, they can't -
they have no protection. We intend
to obtain the same equal employment
rights for our gay sons and
daughters that our straight children
currently enjoy. Our ¢trip showed
legislators the meaning of true
family values. We made an impact."
ENDA has received more than 131
co-sponsors in the House, and 20
co-sponsors in the Senate.

It wasn't all work. A California
chapter hosted a celebrated comedian
at a Project Open Mind Fundraiser.
PFLAG received a prestigious media
award and a new member was elected
to the national board.

via "TLR" from PFLAGCOmm@AOL.com

EMNTK
(*Enguiring Minds Need To Kaow)
You wondered about triangles, the
lesbian and gay male symbols of
pride and remembrance. Gay men
confined to Nazi concentration camps
had their clothes marked with a pink

triangle; lesbians, along with
Gypsies (Romany), prostitutes and
other "anti-social" elements, were

invested with a black one.

On the Web

PFLAG Houston has a great homepage:
http://vellocet.insync.net/%7Epflag
www/index.html
* % * % * * * * * *

Many thanks to the anonymous members
who paid for the production and
distribution of the first
newsletter. If you want to sponsor
an issue, talk to Liz, the
treasurer, or Mayne, the editor
(385-7035 or at mayne@octonet.com) .

THERE'S NOTHING WRONG WITH BENG gAY, SO TO DENY IT IS TO MRKE [ JUDGEMENT.
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