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LETTERS LETTERS * LETTERS

Dear Sir:
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Greetings

The following points are made with
reference to the letter appearing on pages
16 and 17 of your August 1987 issue;

One of the effects of the AJDS epi
demic is the resurgence of attacks, physi
cal and otherwise, against gay people. As
our society's attitudes matured under the
influence of the increased visibility arid
assertiveness of gay men and women, homo
phobic outbursts became much less tolerable
among aware, intelligent and educated people.
It seemed that we were getting to the point
where only television evangelists felt en
tirely free to generate such abuse. The
barbaric and hideous processes of blaming
the victim and making him a scapegoat have
made anti-gay vitriol again popular. Not
to be left out, you published a letter of
hatred and malice.

I  am sorry that this Country's hate
liferature laws are toothless and in
effectual. If this was not so, I would do
what I could to see you prosecuted for the
publication of hate literature. This is not
an impulse of mine towards censorship, but
a desire to try to negate the condoning of
violence that is implied by this publication
Gay bashing, whether it is a beating ad
ministered in the dark of a city alley or
the drafting of repressive quarantine leg
islation, will not occur in a vacuum but
must have a degree of social permission
behing it. Your publication has helped to
grant this permission.

Will our responses to the problems
presented by AIDS be rational, compassion
ate, effective and respectful of individual
freedom or ignorant, ugly, violent, re
pressive and ineffectual. You have voted
for the latter, but it is not too late to
change your (corporate) mind.

Vflien I telephoned to discuss this
matter, Paul Bailey told me that High
Tides publishes all material sent to it.
The only receptacle in most establish
ments that accepts all material sent to
It is the garbage can.

Sincerely,

/s/ Doug Wiitfield

Knowing of my long association with
various civil rights and human rights organi
zations, a friend sent me a copy of the
letter from Avi Sion published in the Aug
ust issue of High Tides as well as a copy
of the reply from Emma Joy in the September
i ssue.

I  cannot

diatribe of

recall ever having read such
vicious, venomous homophobia

and abysmal ignorance. I have neither the
time, space or the desire to answer his
childish stupidities; nor is it my intent
ion to object to your publishing his letter.
Since I truly believe in the freedom of
the press and the right to freedom of
thought and expression, censorship of any
<ind is, I believe, unacceptable in a demo
cratic society.

I  am, however, deeply concerned with
several of the comments by the editor ap
pended to the excellent letter from Emma
Joy.

Q,uo.te: "His letter was printed be
cause he wrote sincerely." Of course he
wrote sincerely. Every rabid bigot since
time began is sincere. Reagan is sincere
when he describes the Contra terrorists as

'freedom fighters." Jerry Fa1we11 is sin
cere. Oliver North is obviously sincere.
No degree of sincerity-in my view-can ever
ustify injustice, intolerance and dis
crimination.

"I did not view the words as
nor designed to upset peopl®'

Q,uote:

Deing hateful
Well, so be it. I suggest, however,

that if you were a homosexual (particularly
young person) who was agonizing over his

sexual orientation and trying to understand
t, you would "view the words" through en-
irely different eyes.

Quote: "High Tides does not agree nor
disagree with Avi's personal views."

This has got to be the greatest cop-out
of all time—in addition to being virtually
devoid of any real meaning. If Avi's letter
had been directed at blacks or Jews you
might well have published it. But I'll bet
it would have been followed with a strong

disclaimer disassociating yourself and the
paper from such views. And such a dis
claimer, I believe, would be a reflection
of responsible editorial discretion and
entirely appropriate. coii'd ?. >

ISLANDS TRUST

ISLAND TRUST COUNCIL MEETING

Denman Island 11th and 12th September 1987

by Hamish Tait

It has become something of a tradition for the Islands Trust to hold their
quarterly council meeting on one or other of the Islands. This year, with some
trepidation. Glen and I undertook to host the council on Denman. It has not been
possible in the past due, in large measure, to lack of suitable accommodation. By
and large the affair went off quite well in spite of last minute changes and can
cel 1 at ions.

To go back a bit, and talk about the Council itself. It's made up of all
the Trustees from all the thirteen Trust Islands. It is unfortunately not a legal
entity, but is a forum for the discussion of various problems (and solutions)
which have been encountered so that remedial steps can be taken for the future
on those Islands where the problem may be latent. Council meetings are presided
over by an elected Chairman (Nick Gilbert from Saltspring) and two Vice Chairmen
(Carol Martin from Hornby and Steve Wright from Gabriola). In addition we have
Trust Staff in the person of the Trust Manager (Cynthia Hawksworth) and various
planners and secretaries. Al l meetings are open to the publ ic who are invited to
contri bute.

Much of our September meeting was devoted to consideration of the possible
effects of the Standing Committee of the Legislature to review the Trust Act. We
can only speculate as to the outcome of these hearings, but, in general, the great
majority of submissions was supportive. We will know the result of their consider
ations in October.

Much of the morning of Friday the 11th, was taken up by an excellent slide
show and dissertation by Dr. John Stockner )Gambier Island) and his colleague Dr.
Levine - both from the Ocean & Fisheries biological stations at Nanaimo and West
Vancouver. These eloquently demonstrated the chain of life of the foreshore and
Its effect on, not only the food chain, but also on the air we breathe. You may
wonder why a body such as the Islands should concern itself with such esoteric
matters. After all we are supposed to be responsible for zoning, densities and
assorted by-laws. These responsibilities have a direct and sometimes immediate
impact on the foreshore which is essentially the very thin interface that binds
all life on this planet together. Would that this presentation be made to all
levels of Government - everywhere.

Running through our deliberations is a thread of frustration. Many of us feel
that we are not doing our job. We are at the mercy of so many ministries and de
partments over which we have no control. We can suggest, but we have no jurisdic
tion. Forestry, Highways, Health, Environment, Fisheries, etc. Take Highways,
for instance. Why should it be necessary for Highways to insist on a 66 ft. wide
swath to service one or two lots. Health and Environment. We have pleaded for
years to have some control over water quality and its disposal. The ball gets
thrown from Health to Environment and back again with neither Ministry taking full
responsibil ity. Agriculture allows a farmer to introduce toxic substances on
to his farm-with no thought of the effect on a foreshore or watershed. The
list of abuses is endless. It is discouraging but all we can do is soldier on.
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DENMAN ISLAND
MONTHLY WEATHER OBSERVATION
By "Groundhog"

For those who have been saying that we have had a warmer, drier summer than
last year, well you are half-right. For May to August inclusive the average maxi
mum and minimum temperatures this year have been very similar to the same period
in 1986, But over the same period in 1987 we have had only 120.3 mm of rain in
31 days of precipitation, compared the 186.9 mm In A-1 days of rain In I986, A
difference of 66.6 mm, or 2 & 5/8 inches if the imperial measure Is preferred.

An extra column is incorporated in this month's report. I have now obtained
comparison data for 1986. So besides having this year's monthly figures and the
monthly normals, there is now the figures for the same month last year. (As
there was no Weather Observer on Denman Island in I986 the figures used for com
parison are from the Mud Bay Observation Station.) Some allowance has to be made
for the different location to the present one on Denman Island, but I believe
that due to its proximity the figures are useful for general comparison purposes.

TEMPERATURE IN C.

Mean Max:
Mean Min:
Monthly Mean:

Highest in Month:
Lowest in Month:

Monthly Total
No. of days with 0.2 or more:

Greatest in 24 hours:
Greatest Monthly Total:

AUG. 198'

22.13
10.13
16.13

27.0 (31st)
6.5 (I6&25)

AUG. 1986 AUG. NORMAL

25.1
12.6
18,9

31.0 (7th)
7.5 (15th)

PRECIPITATION IN mm.

13.9
3 days

13.2 (12th)

7.4
2 days

22.9
10.7
17.1

33.3 (I960)
3.9 (1965)

39.6
7 days

7.0 (28th) 37.3 (1920)
127.3 (1962)

1.3 (1915)

TEMPERATURE IN C.

Mean Max:
Mean Min:
Monthly Mean;

Highest To Date
Lowest To Date:

20.22
9.39

14.8

30.5 (1st)
4.0 (26th)

18.9
5.0

11.85

26.0 (5th)
4.0 (26th)

Sept. Normal

19.3
7.5

13.7

30.5 (1987)
0.0 (1961&65)

OCT. NORMAL

13.7
4.7
9.2

20.6 (1963)
-2.8 (1961 £-64)

TRUST
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COMTlviUATIOKSi FAC£.

In my years as a Trustee and as an observer at many council meetings I am
impressed with the high qual ity of debate and discussion. Compared to some of
the debates in the Legislature and Regional Districts, Council Meetings are a
model of decorum and reason. This does not mean that we lack passion and fire —
we don't, but the sense of dedication to our Islands is very strongly felt and
as a concomitant, this brings reason and control to these potentially explosive
situations.

Our gratitude must be expressed to those who provided accommodations and
catering to the gathering. It was no easy task to sort our numbers. The success
of Council Meetings l ies not only within the formal framework of our discussion,
but also in the social and informal events. Thank you to al l who helped. We
think a good time was had by all.

WEATHER
PRECIPITATION IN mm.

) 27/9/87 To 27/9/86
Total to Date:
No.of Days with 0.2 or more
Greatest in 24 hours:
Greatest Monthly Total :
Lowest Monthly Total:

19.7
9 days

10.3 (1st)

34.2
9 days

10.0 (7th)

Sept. Normal
46.8

7 days
54.1 (1921)

202.9 (1933)
Trace (1918)

OCT. NORMAL
145.9

13 days
-lh.3 (19'tO)

332.2 (1921)
15.5 (1936)

As an addendum to the first paragraph in this report. For the months of May to
September inclusive the mean temperatures are about the same as 1986, but rainfall is 8l.l
mm, (a little more than 3 inches) less than last year. When comparison is made for
Denman Island normal precipitation we are 48.0 mm less for the same five months.

In summary we have had a glorious summer, enjoyed, I 'm sure, by visitors and
residents, but for those of us dependant on well water we have to get back to reality
and hope October wil l at least bring us normal precipitation, and so start replenishing
our depleted water supplies. So keep your gumboots handy.

Ken Edmondson

letter
There are far too many fearful, uninformed people "out there" who are only

too happy to read anything that boIsters their irrational , mindless suspicions
and prejudices. I suggest, Mr. Editor, that you cannot possibly Justify the
publ ication of such a grossly inaccurate and scurillous attack on the homo
sexual minority without considering the possible serious consequences. Your
failure to clearly disassociate yourself and High Tides from Avi 's views is
at best most unfortunate and at worst completely irresponsible.

Sincerely yours,

/s/ Jim Eqan
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cozy kitchen
cob king

AUNT JOE'S GRAHAM BREAD

It is easy to make and really good,

k-i cups of graham flour
1  cup white flour
2 cups brown sugar
3 cups sour milk
2 tsps. soda
k tbsps. melted butter
T tsp. salt.

Bake in small round tins, such as baking powder tins or any 15-20 ounce tins.

POTATO YEAST BREAD

k potatoes, peeled, boiled well and mashed.
cup flour

i cup sugar
1  Tablespoon salt

Add enough boiling water to make 3 quarts of mixture. Cool. Add 1 yeast cake,
let raise well, and seal.

Always save some of this "yeast" to start the next batch of yeast. My mother
used to use hops for strength. i mean the water off hops, which has been boiled
and strained.

Take your bread pan and sift 3 sifters of warm flour. Add 2 cups of yeast, and
2 quarts of warm water. Stir well, cover, and set in a warm place until raised.
Add more flour and knead, and set aside to raise again. Mould into 4-6 loaves,
let raise again, and bake.

To enlarge the portion of yeast for further use; grate 2 potatoes, add 3 table
spoons of sugar, and 3 tablespoons of flour. Now add the portion of yeast, and
let raise.
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BEAT BISCUITS

4 quarts of flour
1  tablespoon salt
1  cup lard

Mix until lard is consumed in flour. Add cold water to make a stiff dough.
Knead, Place on a stump and beat 1500 times with the flat of an axe. Bake in a
mud oven according to the size of the bun.

HOT BISCUITS

2 cups flour
4 tsps. baking powder
3/4 tsp, salt

4 tbsps. lard
3/4 cup milk
1  tbsp. sugar

Sift the dry materials and cut in the lard. Stir
moments. Roll ^ inch thick and cut out biscuits.

in the milk. Knead a

Bake in a hot oven.

few

LUMBERJACK BISCUITS

8 cups of flour
4 heaping tbsp. baking powder
1—g- tablespoons salt
1  cup shortening

Cut or crumble shortening into dry material. Add water to make a stiff batter.
Drop in large spoon fulls on greased tins, and bake in a hot oven. These are a
quick and popular substitute when you run out of bread in a lumber camp.

SOUR DOUGH

ioakTwo or three days before setting out on the trail, make your starter,
yeast in 1/2 cup of warm water- .Make a batter of 4 cups of flour and 1/2 cup
sugar and warm water. Add the soaked yeast. Let this work for 2-3 days.
Carry this in a covered lard pail on a pack horse, or tied to the side of the
wagon box.

On making camp, remove 2 cups of starter and set aside for future use, (Work up
again as above.) To the rest, about 4 cups, add 4 cups of flour, 1 to 2 tsps,
of baking powder, and water to make a dough. Let this rise in the dishpan in
the warmth of the campfire. Work down and divide into portions to suit the
lard pails, gold pans, or whatever they are to bake in. Let rise double in bulk,
Set the lids on securely, or invert a 2nd gold pan over the Ist, and bury in a
pit of campfire coals, (or a mud oven, preferably, ) to bake.



NOTES FROM A TAMED CYNIC
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"On doing nothing and everything as doing"
DO NOTHING, This is a disturbing thought for the mind of a child of the

Protestant work ethic and the cult of progress. GET A JOB, FIND A CAREER WITH
OPPORTUNITIES FOR ADVANCEMENT, EARN A GOOD LIVING, DO SOMETHING WORTHWHILE MAKE
SOMETHING OF YOURSELF. Now those thought are more like it. Thoughts that'have
heavenward leanings, whether heaven be of the traditionally angel lie sort or the
Yuppyish pyadise of career advancement. DO NOTHING is a thought for the gates
of hell, either of the traditionally hot variety or the cooler type "of being
frozen in a dead end career. DO NOTHING is the way of the irresponsible, the
godless, the lazy, the sinner, the welfare bums and the civil servants, and we
do not want to be one of them, do we?

AH, but is it so? Are not the greatest spiritual problems the consequence
of doing something? We feel guilty because we never quite meet the mark. We
are anxious because there is always more to do. We are worn out by doing and have
no time to be with our friends, family and lovers. We no longer feel satis-
fied by what we are doing. Suicide, unemployment, spiritual malaise all are
solved they tell us by doing something. But isn't the root of the problem our
very need to be so busy? Why does "doing nothing" threaten us so?

th,. anxious about your l ife...look atthe birds of the air., the liil ies of the field." Birds do nothing, they are
too invoived in being birds. And yet with birds everything gets done. Worms
get eaten, nests get buiit, and yet not a bird has lost a feather over the possi-

career advancement or eternal damnation. It seems that birds are

ff elrn^g'a'uvfng: ' "
DO NOTHING may be the most revolutionary of Spiritual understandings The

first premise of do nothing is that we need to do nothing to earn salvation
Other than to DO OURSELVES. ^ salvation

We do not need to do anything to earn a place in the sun. Bread is not
earned but our 1 iving makes bread. We do not have careers but rather 1 ive Lr

Look at those lillies in the field for a minute. Do they do photosythesis
oL? nrrJ°- r • ' photosynthesis ?rsimpiypart of the r l iving. As long as we make our liv es into objects to be done
our labour into an object to be sold, and our salvation something to be gained
then we indeed lose our l ives. y u c gainea

,rr our lives as the gift of living, our labour as theart of becoming, and our salvation as already achieved, then we gain our lives!

Do nothing and everything changes. Do nothing and everything is doing.

Bo You Remember 1979 ?
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

ACCOMPANYING BURIAL OF THE DENMAN ISLAND BYLAWS VICTORIA June 28, '79

REMEMBERI

EVENTS

There are four spokespersons: Harlene Holm, Kel Kelly, Des Kennedy,
& Glen Snook.Please refer any media
questions to one of these people.

If there are any last minute changes or adjustments to be made. Pad
Bai ley wil l make the decisions. The rest of us will follow them.

The tone is to be solemn and disciplined; the protest is what we
ma ke it.

1) Leave Denman Island on the 7:30 ferry.

2) Picnic and preparation stop at Goldstream Park.

3) At 12:45 we will assemble in the parking lot behind the Provincial
Museum (Helmcken House). Dave Eraser 6- will proceed to
let Karen Sanford and Alex Eraser know we've arrived.

4) ORDER OF PROCESSION: 1 - Hubert Havelaar carrying plaque
2 - Jim Rae with drum

3 - Coffin with 6 pall bearers
4 - Vic Shulman with taped music or Sax
5 - Remainder of the group in twos.

5) Procession begins with drum signal & follows Hubert to the Parliament
Buildings; then back & forth IN PROCESSION for 20 to 30 minutes.

6) At 1:30 Hubert will stop on the steps to the lawn. Rest form a
semi-circle on the lawn.

7) Jim Bohlen will read the 'Declaration'. There may be other speakers
(Karen Sanford, etc.) following this.

8) After a drum signal, pallbearers #1 & #3 will open coffin.
Pallbearers #2 £• 3 will remove the copper urn S- place it at the foot
of the coffin.

Pal lbearer wil l get the torch from the coffin & prepare to light
the bylaw scrol1s.

9) DRUM SIGNAL: Everyone in the semi circle, beginning at the left
side (point A) will move in single file to the coffin:

--view the coffin
--pick a scroll out from the coffin
—allow #1 to light it

T>ll^LlAivifcAfr
O Hugeer HAvctAAg.
o Jion bohl£h

Pa. SYSTtno

o

o

o

o

e-0 F/t6 coffiti ZeoinS
0

o

p C0PP8A vor J.
« 0
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Child Sexuaf Abuse
by D. Radcllffe

A play about child sexual abuse, performed by students finishes in a Victoria
school gym one afternoon, and seven children line up during the discussion after
wards to tell their own terrible stories of being used for sexual purposes by
people older than themselves. The RCMP and the Social Services are involved and
disclosures are formally reported.

We react with astonishment, horror, shame or disbelief. What is happening?
We hear figures - 1 in 3 girls, 1 in 10 boys. Can that be true? We do know it
happens in the Comox Valley too. Many of us know people who have been abused,
and many of us nov; want more complete information. How does the law define Sex
ual Abuse? Are the children lying and falsely accusing? Who is the abuser? How
can we tell if a child is being abused? How can we stop it? What about prevent
ion? What are the risk factors for children? What happens to the victims? Is
our society coming apart?

None of us is particularily comfortable talking about sexual abuse. Incest
or sexual matters, in general, are taboo subjects for our culture. But in order
to understand the problem and to do something about it we must talk. Sexual
abuse of children is no longer a secret. In August, at the University of Victoria
a seminar was given by Dr. Lorie Robinson, Counsellor for the Sooke School District
and authority on child sexual abuse. The seminar, attended by teachers from across
the province, attempted to answer many of these questions. In a series of articles
we will take a look at child sexual abuse.

What is Child Sexual Abuse ? The Minstry of Social Service; ar.d Housing de
fines child sexual abuse as'the sexual exploitation of a child who is not de
velopmental 1 y capable of understanding or resisting the contact, or a child or
adolescent who may be psychoJog-ical 1 y and so&lal-ly dependent upon the perpetrator.
In other words, the child is not old enough to understand and cannot give informed
consent. Even if an adult or older child assumes that a child's affectionate or
seductive behavior is an invitation for sexual activity, acting on the assumption
is wrong, and may constitute child abuse. Lack of res instance is not consent. Sex
ual abuse may include the entire range of sexual activity from leering, exposure
allowing children to view pornography, through to fondling, all forms of inter
course and prostitution.

What about those statistics? How often does it happen? D. Russell, in a
1984 survey in the San Francisco area, found that 38% of adult women had been sex
ually assaulted before the age of 18. Although the child abuse cases we read in
the newspapers often involve a child care worker or teacher with access to many
children, or a pedophile who entraps his victims, in fact, 31% of abusers in this
survey were related to the victims. Only 11% were strangers, most were trusted
friends. The majority were uncles, followed by step fathers, fathers, cousins
and then brothers. A study done by D. Russell in 1986 found 17% of daughters grow
ing up with step fathers had been abused by them. These are not children telling
stories, but adults who, as children, had been abused sexually. Victims are
usually girls, but the figures for boys may be misleading because boys tend not
to tell. Sexual abuse of children begins in infancy, but children ages 6r7 are
more vulnerable, with 10 year-olds at greatest risk. The average abuse continues
from 1 to 4 years. Abuse is not restricted to the homes of the poor or any particu
lar race. In the Russell study, only 4% of abusers were female.

Page 13
Ch i1d Abuse
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No. children don't usually l ie. Children may change their minds about 'telling'
when they see how upset people are, or they may accuse the wrong person to protect
their dad or uncle. Normally kids don't have the vocabulary or knowledge to lie
about sexual activities. If a child did lie, there would be something terribly
wrong in any case, because telling on an adult would have broken a very strong social
taboo. A child who is 'streetwisej or who, perhaps has had bad experiences in
foster or receiving homes, may report abuse as a method of asking for help. One
parent in a custody case may coach a child ot lie, but many police and crown prose
cutors are now better informed about the issues and are trained to talk to children.

A failure of conviction in court does not mean the abuse did not occur. Physical
evidence is often hard to obtain, and corroboration is required if the child is
not old enough to be sworn.

Why don't children say 'no' or 'tell' right away? There are many reasons.
They may not have the vocabulary to describe the abuse. We're uncomfortable talk
ing about sex, so are children. It's embarrassing or shameful. We must also
understand that a child feels helpless when confronted by the authority of an 'all-
knowing' trusted adult. A child submits without complaint. Children, often, don't
know they can say 'no'. We raise our kids to obey adults. Children may also feel
shame or guilt that they did not resist. If children are too terrified to act
while they are being abused, they will often freeze, l ike a small animal. The key,
though, is 'secrecy'. The abuser does not want to get caught. He binds the
child to secrecy with whatever means he can. He may threaten the child or a
loved pet with physical violence. The child may also be told the exposed parent
will be sent to jail or may even commit suicide. The child is burdened with this
terrible responsibil ity of keeping the family safe and together. The secret can
often separate the child from the mother and further prevent the child from seek
ing help from his or her primary caregiver. Children who feel trapped and power
less to stop the abuse, learn to survive. They accommodate the abuse in several
ways. They often take the blame for the abuse to hold on to the hope that if
they could just correct some fault of theirs, it would stop. Children may also
imagine that parts of their bodies no longer belong to them. They may take on
multiple personalities, or turn to drugs or alcohol to dull the pain. They may
mutilate or tatoo themselves, or become involved in accidents. Many overeat or
undereat to try to take control, when everything else seems crazy. Often they
reverse roles with the parent looking after the parent's needs and watching for
mood changes or problems.

Children also fear that they will not be believed if they tell. In this they
are correct. Studies show children have to tall an average of nine times before
they are heard and understood.

How can we tell if children are being abused if they won't tell us? Some of
the indicators of child abuse are eating and sleeping disorders, wetting or soil
ing of pants after toilet training is completed, wearing too many clothes, little
boys who l ight fires, little girls who daydream or seem spacey and lethargic,
siezures with no physical cause,isolation, withdrawal from friends, depression,
use of drugs or alcohol, complaints of pains in the stomach, genital areas or
throat, repeated running away or attention getting behaviors. Children may ex
press fear of some adult or babysitter, or fear of going into someone's house, or
a room in their own house. Children may also engage in inappropriate sexual
behaviors, or use adult sexual language. Not all these indicators necessairly
mean that sexual abuse has occurred, but if taken as a pattern of behavior, it
is clear the child is under severe stress, and sexual abuse should be investi
gated as a possible cause.

For more information read "The Impact of Child Abuse; Psycho-Social and
Educational Implications," by Roland C, Summit, from;the book. Mental Health and
the School edited by Sophia Leung, U.B.C. press Vancouver, B.C. (1984).
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RAY SKELLY. M.P.

KEEP OUR LIGHTKEEPERS

The Mulroney government campaign to de-staff west coast rol led into higher
gear with the release of the government-commissioned LeBlond review report.

While admitting that publ ic sympathy is with our 1 ightkeepers, the LeBlond
review unfortunately ignores its own evidence in order to encourage Ottawa to
put a quick end to the long tradition of staffed service.

To say that the publ ic supports continued staffing is an understatement. Not
only are mariners of all stripes ~ whether pleasure boaters, fishermen or coastal
transporter's -- adamantly opposed to de-staffing 1 ightstations, so too is the Rescue
Coordination Centre and the Department of National Defence in Esqulmalt.

The concern here, of course, is with maintaining marine safety. Lightkeepers
have logged hundreds and hundreds of hours of life-saving search and rescue work
along with relaying valuable information on weathar conditions for the fishing
fleet and pi lots.

The LeBlond report is silent on just what cost savings are to be achieved by
giving a dozen or so l ightkeepers the boot. The author of this report should have
taken a closer look at the cost of relying totally on automated equipment.

One unmanned B.C. 1 ightstation, at the Roberts Bank Pier, has gone out of com
mission twenty times over an effective period of 45 days. Not all fully automated
stations have as bad a record, but it still raises serious doubts about rel iabil ity.

1  have long argued that Ottawa should recognize the service provided by light-
keepers beyond the strict roleof 'keepers of the flame'. Lightkeepers scheduled
to remain can take some heart in the LeBlond recommendation to officially recognize
their many unsung duties. Lightkeepers are expected to perform surveillance take
w'Uer samples — in short, dozens of tasks including search and rescue assistance
tor which they are not even issued binoculars.

With the new duties would come a new name; ' coastwatchers' . But as if to mock
Its one positive recommendation, the LeBlond report calls upon seen different fede
ral depytments to contribute to a 1 ightkeeper's salary. Now there's a paperwork
proposal that is bound for bureaucratic disaster!

^  All in all the Mulroney government review of staffing westcoast 1ightstations
IS rnadequate and its conclusions contrary to its own evidence. We deserve better
and I continue to press for improvements.

In a few weeks the Coast Guard wiTT~table its final plans for de-staffing west-
coast ightstations. All mariners will be watching closely in the hope that a fool-
} Sri nrv I ( -Pi i ••
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REVENGE OF THE RUSTED WRECKS

a Halloween story--by Roscoe

« w n

Cloud wraiths blurred the Hal loween moon as pale beams wisped down on Denman
Island, sending fl ickering shadows skulking through forest and meadow. Along Mac-
farlane, Lacon and other roads, in shoreline thickets, along brambled ridges and
in overgrown fields throughout the darkened island, errie movement began.

Blurred shapes shuddered, hesitatingly at first, then faster and faster.
Silent vibration shook loose clumps of dirt and ancient remains of bird-nests,
flecks of faded paint and tiny showers of rust, as abandoned vehicles slowly
crept free of entangling vines and thorned creepers.

Frayed, fl
staring hoi 1 ow-
lurched toward

zombies steered
Lacon Roads. S
bumper to rusti
sympathy for th
and total stil1

attened remnants of tires flapped soundlessly as the rusty wrecks,
eyed through shattered windshields and vacant drooping light sockets,
long-forgotten streets and roads. Gaining speed, the mechanical
bl indly for a common destination — the meeting of Denman and

lowly the crossroads filled as decrepit trucks and cars gathered,
ng bumper, fender to flapping fender, nuzzling in macabre mutual
eir heartless discard. At last no more came. Movement ceased,
ness wrapped them in a shroud-l ike murk as they waited--for what?

An owl hooted. In the ocean's gloom a tugboat shrieked hoarsely, but stil l
the wrecks waited, unmoving. Then a hollow chime—as from a grandfather clock--
echoed through Stygian meadows. Another chime, and yet another, until twelve had
tolled the hour of midnight. As one, the assembled wrecks turned, gathered speed
and raced silently furiously along their chosen lanes like avenging demons. Once
again the crossroads lay still beneath the leering moon.

in the pale dawn one driver, then another, hurrying to catch the first ferry,
screeched to a shuddering stop at the Denman and Lacon crossroads. Angrily at
first, suspecting a prank—then timorously—one person got out to investigate the
huddled forms sprawled across the intersection. Another and another joined the
first, until one —braver then most--approached the stil l figures and stopped down,
then recoiled screaming. They were bodies, lying face-down on the crossroads—each
with a twisted connecting-rod, a rusted camshaft, a gearshift lever or some similar
well-worn mechanical part through the heart.

Later, much later, when police had identified the victims, slowly people re
called that each one had at some time abandoned a vehicle—and had coarsely re
jected all suggestions that the once-trusty companion be awarded a fitting end
in the scrapyard. There, at least, it might have become part of a new automobile.

Strangely, no one noticed the l ittle heaps of rust by the verges of the cross
roads, and slowly--scattered by breezes and melted by rain—they became one with
the island.

On^Halloween—if you dare--wait near the crossroads at midnight. You may hear
an ancient car horn hoot hauntingly from the shadows. But be sure to tell someone
where you are going—just in case
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PADDED TRAP TESTING IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

by Barry P.

ABSTRACT

Saunders S- Harry C. Rowsell

Padded traps were tested In British
Columbia under normal trapping situations
during late fall and early winter. Foot
damage was assessed and compared to other
studies. Results Indicated that padded
traps cause less damage than unpadded
traps under these Canadian trapping con-
d11 Ions.

INTRODUCTION

British Columbia, for the past ten
years, has been Involved in the search
for better trapping systems. Public
pressure by various groups opposed to
trapping methods, initiated the search
by provincial, territorial and federal
governments through the Federal-Provincial
Committee for Humane Trapping (Neave,198l).
Many of their recommendations and reco
mmended traps are now In use, while other
traps^ have been field tested and some are
currently under field test programs. Most
of the recommendations and new traps,dealt
with ki l l ing trap systems.

Kil l ing traps, while appropriate In
many situations and for many species, are
not general ly suitable for fel ids and can-
ids. In British Columbia two fellds,lynx
(Lynx canadensis) and bobcat (Lync refus)
3re trapped. Three canlds, fox (Vulpes
vulpes), coyote (Can is latrans) and wolf
(Canis lupus) are also trapped. Most of
these five species are captured in leg-
hold traps, therefore the search for
better holding trap systems has led to this
study.

The padded trap appeared to have
more potential for reducing physical
damage to captured animals (Saunders,
in press) than other new holding trap
systems, therefore, our Investigation
has been directed to the padded trap.
We had previously encouraged the manu
facturer to make padded traps suitable
for fel ids and canlds, generally avail
able to British Columbia trappers because
of encouraging results with the trap In
the United States and requested that
they assist in this study.

The purpose of the study was to
evaluate the physical damage caused by
padded traps compared to standard un
padded traps In a Canadian trapping sit
uation.

We wish to acknowledge the contri
bution made by the trappers who col lect
ed the many samples for this study, the
British Columbia Provincial Museum staff,
especially Grant Hughes, and research
and development staff of Woodstream
Corporation, the trap's manufacturer.

Selected trappers were requested to
save the lower limbs of fel ids and canids,
trapped with padded traps, for examina
tion. All animals were trapped in the
normal trapping seasons.

Padded coil spring traps of two types
and two sizes were used to capture fox and
coyote. The trap types consisted of ex
perimental prototypes and regular product-
Ion mode Is. The two t rap si zes we re ' s
and no. 3 coil spring foot traps, both
with center mounted short chains, complete
with swivels at the distal and proximal
portion of the trap chain.

All traps were rendered odour
less by boiling and dying. Both dirt
hole and flat sets were used in captur
ing fox and coyote. All trapsets were
visited at Zk to 72 hour intervals, A
variety of home-made trapping lures and
fermented egg lures were used to attract
the coyote and fox to the trap site.

Trapped limbs were wrapped in plas
tic to prevent dessication, preserved by
freezing and picked up at the end of the
trapping season. All specimens were la
bel led.

X-ray analysis and post mortem ex
amination of the trapped limbs were con
ducted at the British Columbia Provin
cial Museum

Physical damage to fox and coyote
feet were assessed based on the foot
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damage scoring system described by
Tullar (In Press). Necropsy scores and
tabulated for each foot. X-rays were
used as an aid to the post mortem ex
amination.

No examination of trap captured
damage caused by standard leg-hold traps
was undertaken as standard leg-hold trap
use is i l legal in British Columbia for
fel ids and canids. We chose to examine

the damage caused by padded leg-hold
traps under Canadian trapping conditions,
as these traps appeared to have consid
erable humane potential as a holding de
vice while being effective in capturing
target species as noted In other studies
(Linhart, 1983, (Tullar, In Press).

Prototypes and production model in
formation were summarized together for
both the fox and coyote traps to increase
our sample size.

of 30 cm., while the ground was bare to
snow covered to a depth of about 15 cm.
The trap performed well under these vary
ing climatic conditions.

Of interest, several other fox were
captured in padded traps prior to the com
mencement of this study. These fox were
captured alive to provide breeding stock
for a fur farm. The fur farmer indicated
that all fox appeared normal when released
from the padded traps.

CONCLUS ION

Padded leg-hold traps reduce physi
cal injury by 80-85 percent compared to
steel-jawed or unpadded leg-hold traps.
Further studies should be done to assess

the padded trap in capturing felids under
Canadian trapping conditions.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The most common tissue problem was
edema, followed by sl ight (less than 2
cm) cutaneous lacerations. Unfortunately,
the scoring system used in previous studies
did not al low for an assessment of the
amount of edema present. in this study,
edema was varied from sl ight to extreme.
The foxes or coyotes which exhibited ed
ema and/or cutaneous lacerations. If re
leased, would have receovered within a
couple of days.

The results of our findings, compared
to other studies examining the padded jaw
leg-hold trap and standard steel jawed leg-
hold trap, fs illustrated in Figure 1,

Our study shows the same general amount
of physical damage using padded traps as
studies conducted in United States. We be-
1 ieve that we would have had similar physi
cal damage scores if we had tested the un
padded stell-jawed leg-hold traps here
under our trapping conditions, but unmodi
fied traps for felids and canids are illegal
for use in British Columbia.

During the study period, temperatures
normally ranged from sl ightly above freez
ing to -22C. The ground was frozen, vary
ing from a sl ight frozen layer to a depth
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$2.00 per Issue

LET IT BEE HONEY

available al l year round
500 gr./ 1 kg./ 3 kg./ 15 kg

335 - 0114

directory

UPHOLSTERY "

Complete furniture service,all styles. Re
covering, custom frames,re-buIIding, re-
styl ing as^wel l as auto,truck 5- boat seats.
Bob French 335-2461

JUNE DIVER - ALL SEASONS
RFAI TY

TINA WALKER '

HORNBY ISLAND - 335 0833

ACTIVE BLASTING OFFERS;

Backhoe hire service, Blasting,
Skidder work.

Contact: John Kirk

Licensed Blaster 335-2h62

JOHN ISBISTER BACKHOE SERVICE

335 - 2565

ROGER SMITH CONSTRUCTION

CUSTOM HOMES

ADDITIONS - RENOVATIONS

335-Oif35

BLOCK BROS. -REALTY

For al l your Real Estate requirements

in the Comox Val ley, and especial ly
the islands, please contact

ALLAN MATHER

Your island realtor

bus: 334-3111 - Courtenay
res: 335-2505 - Denman
pager: 1-979-3344

LLEYBALL
TUE6MV5

c4 4lv«. Sti-ilofkt, HALL

RABBIT MEAT

$ 2.25 lb.
FOR SALE; WATERFORD AIR-TIGHT

COOK STOVE

Ha r1ene 335-2774 $ 750.00 o.b.o. 339 - 5221

Deadeye Hhotography

'•'port ra i ts "da rkroom instruction
"historic photos reproduced "framing

Paul Bai ley 335-2774

J. MATHER TRUCKING

READY-MIX CONCRETE

"sand "'•gravel '•drain rock, etc

335-0243

COPY AND PRINT
ENLARGE 0 reduce
black .blue .red
brown

VARIEXy OF PAPERS

POSTERS & FLYERS
Business cards & Forms
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