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PIANNING CONFERENCES SCARE ME! By 
nature I'm not a gregarious person, so I greet the 
idea of mixing and mingling with fellow planners 
from across the country with some trepidation. I 
also wonder whether I'll take anything away from 
the conference-a nugget of planning goodness that 
I can employ in my day-to-day activities as a 
municipal planner. Invariably, I find that my 
concerns are unfounded. 

There is something about gathering and 
sharing with one's peers that is career­
affirming and reminds you why you got 
into the planning gig in the first place. I 
have always felt reinvigorated and 
recharged after attending a planning con­
ference, and this was certainly the case 
with the "2002: Making Waves" confer­
ence held May 26-29 in Burnaby, B.C. 

It is my pleasure to present this issue of 
Plan Canada as a sampling of the confer­
ence's content. Included are five articles 
based on presentations given under the 
following conference sub-themes: Nature 
in the City; Land Use and Transportation; 
New Media and Economic Transitions; 
City Soul; and Community Sustainability. 
Also featured is a special article that high­
lights a number of the mobile workshops 
enjoyed by conference delegates. 

This issue also contains articles based on a 
keynote presentation by Lloyd Axworthy 
and a plenary presentation by Peter 
Oberlander. 

Finally, two of Plan Canada's semi-regular 
departments, A&demic Nexus and Urban 
Design, make an appearance in this issue. 
Tony Darcey, director of UBC's School of 
Community and Regional Planning, 
reports on a recent workshop that 
explored new directions in planning edu­
cation. Sonny Tomich, Plan Canada's 
contributing editor for urban design, also 
weighs in with an argument for a more 
poetic approach to urban design. 

I wish to express my thanks to the numer­
ous contributors to this issue, and my 
hope that our readers will enjoy it. As 
always, the Plan Canada editorial board 
welcomes and encourages your feedback. 

Chris Sholberg, MCIP 
csholberg@city.nanaimo.bc.ca 

LES CONGRES DJURBANISTES m'intimident. 
Je n'ai pas !'instinct gregaire et l'idee de me 
me/anger a mes collegues canadiens m'effarouche. 
Chaque fois, je me demande si j' en retirerai quelque 
benefice, quelque conseil judicieux, que je pourrai 
appliquer dans ma pratique professionnelle. 
Toutefois, mes inquietudes se revelent invariable­
ment sans fondement. 
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Les echanges d'idees et les conversations 
avec mes collegues ont un effet stimulant 
et me rappellent pourquoi (ai embrasse la 
carriere d'urbaniste. Je ressors de chaque 
congres energise et ressource et ce fut 
assurement le cas /ors du dernier congres, 
On fait des vagues, qui a eu lieu du 26 au 
29 mai dernier a Burnaby, en Co/ombie­
Britannique. 

J'ai le plaisir de vous presenter ce numero 
de Plan Canada, qui offre un aperr;u du 
contenu du congres. Vous y trouverez cinq 
articles tires de presentations sur chacun 
des cinq themes du congres: la nature dans 
la ville, /'affectation des sots et le transport, 
/es nouveaux medias et les transitions 
economiques, /'a.me de la ville et les com­
munautes durables. Un article special 
decrit certains des ateliers mobiles 
auxquels les delegues ont pu s'inscrire. 

De plus, le present numero renferme des 
articles tires des discours d'ouverture de 
Lloyd Axworthy et du Dr Peter Oberlander. 

Entin, deux rubriques, Le lien Academique 
et Design Urbain, offrent le rapport du Dr 
Tony Darcey, diredeur du «UBC School of 
Community and Regional Planning,, qui 
decrit un atelier tenu recemment sur le 
theme des nouvel/es orientations dans 
l'enseignement de l'urbanisme, et une plai­
doirie de Sonny Tomich pour un urbanisme 
urbain plus poetique. 

Je tiens a remercier les nombreux col/abo­
rateurs du present numero et (espere que 
vous en apprecierez le contenu. Comme 
tou;ours, le comite de redaction de Plan 
Canada vous invite a lui faire part de tout 
commentaire. 
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