
Malaspina College Opening Ceremonies 

Carl Opgaard: I'm Dr. Carl Opgaard, president of Malaspina College. A number of the members of 
the Malaspina College Council are gathered together on the occasion of the opening of Malaspina 
College. It's probably appropriate and quite normal at a time like this for us to do some reminiscing 
about the events leading up to the formation of the college and the coming of the college to the 
community. Many people in a number of communities had a great deal to do with the start of the 
college and our getting a college here. Probably Roy McMillan had as much to do as anyone. So, 
Roy, I wonder if you would mind reminiscing a bit and telling us something of the events which led 
up to the start of this college. 

Roy McMillan: I can certainly do that all right, because the history of Malaspina College's formation 
is a lengthy one, and was fraught with many problems on its way, but we managed to scrape 
through. In the beginning, it was a matter of the Nanaimo School District had the idea of forming a 
college in this area. And on this occasion, the school district representatives visited the Minister of 
Education, then Lester Peterson, to put the idea before him. He advised us to go back and make a 
survey of the area and include some of the other school districts in this area in the discussion. We 
did this. Came back and included nine school districts on Vancouver Island, north, down to Duncan 
and Lake Cowichan area. There were nine in all at the time. The discussions took place over a 
period of about two years, in which, at the time, Dr. Leonard Marsh was commissioned to do the 
survey. And it was concluded in a year and a half and then placed plebiscite for the people in all of 
the school districts in its large area. After the plebiscite came out from five of the original nine 
districts, and this composed, composed the nucleus of the Malaspina College Council. The 
Council was named by the government in July of last year, and at that time, Mr. Jack Whitlam was 
named Chairman of the Council. And many things were done after this. And in January of 1969, Dr. 
Opgaard was appointed President of the Council, in which capacity he still operates now, and we 
hope for a good long time from now. I think this is the whole history in a nutshell. There are many 
things I could say, and I could carry on much longer than this. But I think this, these are the high 
points of the history of the college. 

CO: Thanks, Roy. It's really a remarkable thing to me that in a democracy such as this, where so 
much depends on local initiative, that we actually come from a point where people are talking 
about what it would be like if we are going to have a college, and then what it will be like when we 
have a college. And now, what is it like now that we have a college. Roy McMillan is the 
representative appointed by the Nanaimo School Board to the College Council. The College 
Council consists of three government appointees as well as the appointees, one by each of the 
school boards to the participating districts. These people are the real links with the community that 
the college has. Mrs. Avis Mitchell has been appointed by the Parksville Qualicum School District to 
serve on the College Council. Avis, I wonder if you could comment a bit at this time as to the 
advantages you see to Parksville Qualicum, now that the college exists.  

Avis Mitchell: Well, School District 69 is going to reap a great benefit from the fact that the college is 
established, and it's within commuting district, distance of the students. And it will fill the much-
needed post high school educational requirements. We have a number of our secondary school 
graduates attending the college, and we have a number of our mature, mature adults. And I think 



this in itself proves that they were just looking for somewhere close to home that they could go to 
further their education. 

CO: Thanks Avis. Lake Cowichan is the community in Malaspina College region which is the 
farthest away geographically from the temporary campus of the college here in Nanaimo. It's a 
remarkable thing to me that in the Lake Cowichan community, we received in the plebiscite a 92% 
favorable vote, which was the highest in any district participating. This was, of course, due to a very 
large extent to the leadership of the people in that community. The school board in Lake Cowichan 
has appointed Bill Sutherland to represent that community on the College Council. Bill, would you 
like to comment similarly as to the benefits that you see to the Lake Cowichan student from 
Malaspina College? 

Bill Sutherland: Well, the biggest benefit that I think the people of Lake Cowichan can expect to get 
out of the college is that it will ensure our students the opportunity to further their post secondary 
education, irrespective of the financial position of the parents. And the college is providing, as you 
know, a housing subsidy for students from our area of $40 a month, which is quite significant. The 
other aspect of it is the polytechnical programs that the college will be offering. And I'm sure a lot of 
people working in industry will be using the polytechnical programs to upgrade themselves into 
better positions in industry. 

CO: Thanks Bill. Ladysmith Chemainus School District is also a very enthusiastic supporter of the 
college. We have a great deal of support for many citizens in that community, and a great number of 
students from the area are attending the college. The Ladysmith Chemainus School Board has 
appointed B.D. Davis as their representative on the College Council, and so B.D., would you like to 
make some comments as to the relationship with Malaspina College in your community? 

B.D. Davis: We of School District 67 feel that the college certainly is filling a gap that existed prior to 
the formation of the college. And this is significant, I believe, by the numbers that are coming out of 
the Chemainus Ladysmith district. I also believe, of course, that as time goes on, we will see more 
students and adults coming out of this district. And I also believe that as time goes on and as our 
facilities grow and we finally get our own college, I believe that Malaspina College is certainly going 
to be one of the leading colleges of British Columbia. 

CO: Thanks B.D. Those are certainly very encouraging remarks. The government, as I indicated 
earlier, has appointed three members of the College Council. They are Harley Abbott, who is the 
superintendent of schools here in Nanaimo, and Jack Whitlam, who is on holiday at this time, and 
Don Hammond, who is from Lake Cowichan, who is here this evening. I'm going to ask Don to say a 
few things regarding the advantages he sees so far as the relationship of the college to industry is 
concerned, because he is working very closely with a forest industry concern, which is, of course, 
one of the leading industries of the area. So, Don what, what could you say so far as the, the value 
of Malaspina College to the economic life of the community in which we live? 

Don Hammond: Well, Carl, I certainly can't speak for industry as a whole, but I can assure you that 
industry is most appreciative of what Malaspina College is doing for it. Too often, perhaps industry 
looks at a teacher in four walls who doesn't have the economic outlooks that industry must have. 
And perhaps too often, industry feels that what they want is a tailor-made student who can fit right 
into a nick. Now, you have said that courses will be offered as they are asked for, and if it's possible, 



to present them the way that the industry and people in the community would like them presented 
to them. And I feel that this is certainly a tremendous benefit, both to industry and to the 
communities as a whole. And I think Malaspina College has a tremendous amount to offer industry. 

CO: Thanks Don. I mentioned two members of the College Council are not with us this evening. I 
should also make reference to Mr. Dick Christmas, who represents the Cowichan School District 
and the community of Duncan on the College Council. These people who are gathered here this 
evening, I think, are a fine example of the kind of leadership that one can expect from a lay group 
who are interested and intelligent and devoted to the concern of higher education. I'm a very strong 
component of the lay control of policy making in education, and I think this group is a fine example 
of where this kind of control is placed responsibly can serve to make for a better educational 
institution than could otherwise occur. 

Narrator: Malaspina College opened this fall in temporary quarters. These quarters were created 
from a deserted hospital building which was remodeled to fit our specifications. We will show you 
the facilities at this time, starting with the library.  

Unknown speaker #1 (librarian Doug Bridges?): Malaspina College library, like the college itself, is in 
a growing process right now. We have at the present time, about 7,500 volumes on the shelf. We 
prefer to think of ourselves as more than a library. Hence, we have adopted the name "Learning 
Resources Center." This implies that we deal with not only books, but with all types of learning 
materials for faculty and students alike. It is our aim and desire to give the best possible service to 
both students and faculty, and this would include materials such as microfilm, eight-millimeter film 
loops, overhead transparencies, all types of learning materials. The library, at this time, subscribes 
to over 300 periodicals, and we have well over half of these periodicals on back file in the form of 
microfilm. These microfilm issues can be shown on microfilm readers. They can be printed out in 
hard copy form. We have tape recorders, film strips, loop projectors, and all this material is 
available for faculty and students alike. 

Narrator: Malaspina College is interested in providing as comprehensive a program as possible. 
Consequently, we offer not only academic and technical courses, but we also offer courses in the 
arts. Here we see one of our art classes. 

Unknown speaker #2 (art teacher): The total area of the face and the size of the hands and of the 
feet. Now we have a problem here which we must deal with, and that is in drawing from this 
particular pose, you're going to have to deal with foreshortening, both in the hands and the feet. The 
legs, the arms, are both extending out away from the main trunk or the main line of the body. This 
means that they are foreshortened or coming towards you. Now to allow for this, you're going to 
have to oversize both the hands and the feet. Usually, we can depend on oversizing them at least 
double size or perhaps even larger, to allow for this overemphasis or over foreshortening of these 
parts of the body. Now another thing that you really must work for today is to develop some line 
sensitivity in your drawings. Be sure that you're not working with just a steady, heavy pencil line and 
portraying the lines and the areas of the figure. Try to work for some light, sensitive line combined 
with some heavier line, but get some variety in your line, so that we're beginning to get some line 
quality that is interesting for the viewer to look at. Be sure that you are watching the relationship of 
the figure to the total page size that you're working from. Try to use as much of the space as 
possible so that you're not going to end up with the figure right in the middle of the page with a lot of 



void space around it, which is unusable to you. Try to watch out for excessive shading, so that the 
overall quality of the figure doesn't become too dark against the lighter white quality of the 
background that you're working with. 

Narrator: Classes in the humanities and social sciences form a very important part of our kind of a 
college. The building lends itself well to instruction in these areas. Here we see one of our large 
lecture halls which, by university standards, is not large, probably to the advantage of students. 
This seats about 80 people. Here we see our psychology teacher. 

Unknown speaker #3 (psychology teacher): I want to put all these areas together and talk about 
testing by itself. And first, I want to talk about the classification of tests, or the kinds of tests that 
psychologists use. Now you've had many of these tests yourselves, and there are a great variety that 
a psychologist can use. One of the things we have to learn is how to decide which test to use, which 
are the best available, which are the most practical and so on. So, besides telling you of the kinds of 
tests, I'll also tell you of the criteria we use in deciding which are the best. All right, the first kind of 
tests which you've all had are intelligence tests. And these are not designed to find out what you 
can do, but they're designed to find out what you're capable of doing, what your capacities are. 

Narrator: There are many things about the facility that lend themselves well to the kind of institution 
we want to be. In the first place, there were facilities easily made available for a lecture hall, such 
as the one we are now looking at, and also, similarly, for the laboratory needs of the college. We 
were able to provide for a rather large, well-equipped, well-designed physics lab, which you are now 
going to see. In addition to that, we have a lab that will serve for the life sciences. We offer, in 
addition to physics and biology, chemistry and electronics, which have also lab facilities provided 
for them. These labs are well equipped and well designed and able to handle very well the number 
of students which we have at this time. 

Much of the learning that goes on in this kind of a college goes on elsewhere other than in the 
classroom. This, being an old hospital building made it easy to provide for very fine faculty offices 
located here and there about the building to encourage the kind of contact between student and 
faculty member, which we think is important to this kind of an institution. In addition, we are very 
interested in things about the college which will help develop the student in ways other than the 
courses and classes which he are, which he is taking. We are interested in various kinds of activities 
about the college. Here we are concerned that the student develop activities and work in activities 
which he himself is interested in and concerned in so that he can not only have the recreation he 
needs, but also so that he can develop his organizational skill. Now we are going to look first at the 
student council meeting and then at the student newspaper. 

Unknown speaker #4 (Student Council President): Very good then. We've heard the minutes from 
Johnny Wright. Is there any questions on the minutes from last meeting? Very good. Then we'll move 
quickly on to the social director, as our treasurer isn't here right now. Roy Clark is away on a 
meeting, so we'll call on Kevin Storey. Kevin. 

Kevin Storey: Yes. Ticket sales have been picking up quite rapidly for the dance. We're happy to see 
now that the people are starting to come in, and I think we're going to have a good turnout at the 
dance, and we're gonna have a good turnout at the Donovan show. So, I don't think there's any 
worries there. Now, about the rock festival that we're planning this summer over in North 



Vancouver. We plan to bring in some of the top entertainment from Canada and the United States 
and putting on a three-day rock festival at the Park Royal Lanes in North Vancouver. This will be 
open to all college and university students in the province. We have to restrict it like this, because 
the lanes will not hold more than 20,000 people. The proceeds from this festival will go into the 
college activity funds of all the colleges that have sort of helped put it on. That's about all, really, I 
have to report at this time. 

Unknown speaker #4 (Student Council President): Good. Any questions to Kevin concerning this? 
Then we'll move quickly on to Ray Windecker, our sports director. Ray. 

Ray Windecker: Well, as everybody knows, we're part of this intercollegiate league in BC. We not 
only play junior colleges, but we're playing UBC, UVic, and BCIT. This Saturday, we have a soccer 
game against BCIT here in Nanaimo. Plans for the future. I'm in touch with University of Oregon and 
Oregon State University right now, and we plan on having an exhibition match down there within the 
near future, probably a month and a half. And other than curling club, etc., everything else that's 
starting, and our new uniform is finally arriving. Sports program is going good. 

Unknown speaker #4 (Student Council President): Good. That's about it then. Good. For the sports 
director, any questions aimed at Ray? And we'll move on to Dave Lawford, our Vice President, 
concerning the student rep elections that are coming up to provide our council with a full staff of 
five extra people representing the students. Dave? 

Dave Lawford: The elections seem to be running smoothly. Up to date. Their last meeting, there was 
nine people in on nomination forms, and we've added one more at the last minute, so there's 10 
people running, which is good representation. The Student Employment Service has just started up, 
and we started with students helping with the college opening. We've got a full staff of students 
there, and they're getting paid 2.20 an hour, so that's fine. 

Unknown speaker #4 (Student Council President): Good. Is that about it? Any questions to Dave 
Lawford? That seems to sum up old business here, so we'll move on quickly to some new business. 
And this is concerning the exchange of presidents to the conference in Vancouver. This will take 
place next week some time I suppose. This conference will consist of myself and the presidents 
from the six colleges in BC and the three universities known as SFU, UBC and UVic. 

Narrator: There are some advantages of starting a college in temporary quarters, in that it allows 
you time to determine what sorts of programs that the community in which you exist really need. 
One of the disadvantages, however, is that you do not have facilities for some of the kinds of 
activities and programs which you might want your college to be involved in. However, because of 
the splendid cooperation of the public schools in the community and other agencies, we have been 
able to use facilities away from our temporary facility in order to encourage some of these activities. 
Here you see pictured some of the Malaspina college students involved in the basketball game in 
one of the school gymnasiums in Nanaimo. In addition to basketball, we have badminton and 
certain other athletic activities, as well as activities of a variety of nature. Our college is very 
interested in catering to individuals in every way. An important part of a college also is a college 
newspaper. It's not only important to assist the communication process between students and 
between student faculty and student and community, but it's also important to help in the 
exchange of ideas and the formulating of intelligent points of view. 



[overlapping conversations, unintelligible] 

Unknown speaker #5 (student newspaper person): Oh, I guess everyone's heard. Paper's gone over 
real good. Pretty well 2,000 copies already in less than a day. 

Unknown speaker #6 (student newspaper person): Oh, that's really cool. 

Unknown speaker #5 (student newspaper person): And I guess everyone's heard the complaints 
that go with, you know, selling the paper. 

Unknown speaker #6 (student newspaper person): The major one is we forgot "Malaspina" on the 
front page. 

Unknown speaker #5 (student newspaper person): Yeah. Well, we can change that around. We can 
stick it out maybe in the first edition. The one that replaces the first edition. 

Unknown speaker #6 (student newspaper person): I think we should move "Navigator" up and put 
"Malaspina College" underneath it. 

Unknown speaker #7 (student newspaper person): Give you more room for news. 

Unknown speaker #6 (student newspaper person): Yeah. Because you know "Navigator" is. You 
know, we want people to see "The Navigator", not news. 

Unknown speaker #5 (student newspaper person): Well, I guess we can. Well, we'll throw out a 
rough copy, and there's doing some layout paper next week some time, I guess. 

Unknown speaker #6 (student newspaper person): Yeah. Are we [unintelligible]. 

Unknown speaker #5 (student newspaper person): Pretty well, I think. I guess all the other 
complaints are pretty well matching. We'll be making them ourselves. Like how the student should 
behave is a real good article, but it's pretty black. You know, it's pretty thick. If we broke up with 
cartoons, it might help a little bit. 

Unknown speaker #6 (student newspaper person): We should also try to get rid of that block layout. 

Unknown speaker #5 (student newspaper person): The editorial. 

Unknown speaker #6 (student newspaper person): Yeah. And rearrange the articles so that they're 
staggard. They go one into the other. Looks like a big cube. 

Unknown speaker #5 (student newspaper person): In the morning, if we tell you in advance, show 
you the stories you could sketch up some type of cartoon that could apply to it, I guess. Maybe 
Cheryl will try and chop these in some of these advertisements down a little bit. They're pretty big. 
Page four, they got a great big one on the gift gallery. At least it's artistic to go on the features page, 
but I'd still like to see them a little bit smaller. 

[music, singing, indistinct chatter] 

People sing "Sloop John B": So, hoist up the John B's sail. See how the mainsail sets. Call for the 
captain ashore, let me go home. Why don't you let me go home? Why don't you let me go home? Oh 
yeah. This is the worst trip I've ever been on. So, hoist up the John B's sail. See how the mainsail 



sets. Call for the captain ashore, let me go home. Let me go home. I wanna go home, oh yeah. This 
is the worst trip I've ever been on. 

RM: Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. Mr. Minister, honored guests, ladies and gentlemen. 
Before we give our official opening, I would like to introduce the stage guests. Starting on my right at 
the back row, we have Councillor Don Hammond of Lake Cowichan. 

[Applause] 

Would you please hold your applause until after I've introduced everybody. Next to Don Hammond 
is Mrs. Avis Mitchell from the Parksville Qualicum area. Harley Abbott, superintendent of the School 
District 68. Dr. Neil Parry from the Department of Education and Deputy Minister. Mr. Bill Reid, 
Assistant Superintendent of the department again. Next to him is Councillor Dick Christmas from 
Duncan. And Bill Sutherland from Lake Cowichan. Councillor again. Councillor B.D. Davis from 
Ladysmith, the Vice Chairman of the Council. And then we have the faculty representative, Mr. 
David Harrison. And the student council representative, Mr. David Kemp. In the front row on my 
right, we have MLA, Mr. Bob Strachan. Dean Chance. Everyone knows Dean Chance. I'll just, oh and 
Dr. Opgaard. Sorry, I thought I did it from my right. And on my left, at the far end, we have our MLA, 
Frank Ney. And next to him, Councillor Jack Whitlam. And next gentleman is Minister of Education, 
Mr. Brothers, who will be introduced in more detail. 

[Applause] 

Unknown Speaker #8: Our speaker today was born in Grand Forks but left for Trail at a very early 
age. He was born in 1923 and was educated in Trail and during the last war, served with the Royal 
Canadian Air Force. In 1949, he was called to the bar, and in 1958 won the by election in the Trail 
Rossland constituency. Since then, he has been elected in four separate elections. In 1964, he was 
named the Minister of Mines and Petroleums, Resources for the province of British Columbia. In 
1967, he was named Queen's counselor in the province of British Columbia, and in May this year, 
May the 27th he was named the Minister of Education for the province of British Columbia. Ladies 
and gentlemen, I have an honour and a pleasure in presenting to you and introducing to you the 
honourable Donald Brothers, QC, the Minister of Education for the province of British Columbia. 

[Applause] 

Donald Brothers: Mr. Chairman, my colleagues in the Legislature, distinguished guests, ladies and 
gentlemen. Regional colleges are a very bold concept in education. And while they're relatively new 
here in British Columbia, they've been in existence in the United States for some time. Prior to 1960, 
there was really no need for regional colleges of this type, since the Victoria College and the 
University of British Columbia were able to look after post-secondary education. But in the decades 
of the 1960s, British Columbia became alive, and it started to grow at a faster rate than any other 
part of Canada. And as a result, there was a great demand for post secondary educational facilities. 
And it was in those years of the 1960s that we went from two vocational schools in the province to 
eight vocational schools, with one nearly completed in Victoria, one under construction today in 
Kamloops. Today, we're opening the sixth regional college in the province. The history of regional 
colleges in British Columbia, as far as I'm concerned, dates back to 1963 when Dr. McDonald of the 
President of the UBC at that time, predicted that in the years ahead of us, that there would be great 



need for rapid expansion in our post secondary facilities. And the government immediately adopted 
the MacDonald report. We made it possible for the College of Victoria, the Victoria College, to 
become the University of Victoria. Also, we elevated Notre Dame College in Nelson to a full-fledged 
university status. We went even beyond the recommendations of Dr. MacDonald and constructed 
an instant university at Burnaby known as Simon Fraser. Dr. McDonald recommended that we 
immediately start on a network of regional colleges throughout the province for several reasons. 

One, to take the pressure off the universities, which would be bound to grow, and also as a major 
reason to provide the students from the interior and other parts of the province, offend from remote 
areas, the opportunity to get a post secondary education. He suggested that, among other things, 
these colleges should offer both academic and technical courses. Now, there are a number of 
areas where there might be differences of opinion regarding the establishment of regional colleges. 
One may ask the following questions: for example, how should colleges be financed? Should they 
begin with new campuses, or new campai as you will have it, or in makeshift quarters? Should they 
be predominantly academic or in nature? And are we proceeding quickly enough with the 
construction of regional colleges in the province? 

We've had now an opportunity, over the last five years to see the actual development of a system in 
the province, and we've reached certain conclusions in connection with regional colleges. For 
example, a MacDonald report recommended that these colleges be financed on a 50/50 basis, with 
the government's providing one half and the local taxpayers one half, with a part of the local 
taxpayers being provided from the students' entrance fees. The government accepted this 
recommendation, although it could have gone from one extreme to another. It could have paid the 
entire amount itself, or by following a scheme which we observed in California, where the state 
government paid as little as 12% and the local taxpayers paid the balance. But the experts advise 
us that a regional college must have local interest and active participation. And this can only be 
achieved, I think if the local taxpayers pay a portion of the cost. May I say that in the few hours that 
I've been here today, I can just feel the enthusiasm bubbling here in Nanaimo from the people 
involved in this regional college. We've had a good chance to take a look at the regional colleges in 
operation. We've also had a chance to look at the McDonald report and my recommendation to the 
government last fall, and in the legislature, I announced that I think that to make these regional 
colleges successful, the government should assume a larger percentage of the cost, and so today, 
the government is paying 60% of the cost, and the local district paying 40%, with a portion of this, 
12 to 15% being paid by the local, by the students enrolled in the college. And I subscribe to this 
theory that to be successful, a regional college must have local flavour and the local enthusiasm. If 
the government assumed 100% of the cost, there'd be no point in having a regional College 
Council. I think that the courses would probably become stereotyped and very limited in scope. 

In years gone by, whereas students used to have to go to Victoria or Vancouver for a higher 
education, regional colleges, the type that we're here today opening, have succeeded in their 
objective of bringing education to the people. Now, more students have an opportunity to proceed 
past Grade 12, because they can take the first several years of university education or technical 
planning at the facilities that have been provided near their homes, so that today we now have a 
college in Vancouver. We have one in North Vancouver. We have one in the Kootenays, the northern 
interior, and in the Okanagan. We now, today are opening one in the northern part of Vancouver 
Island, so that today, 50% of students in the province are within the commuting range or distance of 



regional college. We also have two more colleges that are actively underway, one in the Fraser 
Valley and one in the Kamloops area. 

Regarding the question of curriculum, or what goes on in a regional college, I think. And we have 
learned that today, many parents have what I call a "university syndrome." That is, they expect, and 
they demand that their children should obtain a university degree. And I think it has the unfortunate 
consequence that there is a fearful drop out, because many students are simply not cut out to be 
academics. In the state of coll, in California, we found that they were astounded at the number of 
students who, attending regional colleges were able to reorient themselves, rather than to drop out 
entirely. They are able to start off in the academic field and find that they were really not suited or 
this field, and they were able to transfer readily, over into a technical field where perhaps they 
should have been in the first place. I think that we will find that this is true in British Columbia as 
well. In fact, using my experience as a Minister of Mines, I think that there is a far greater need for 
technicians today than academics in this province, because our economy is based on a wide 
variety of resource industries. We're on the verge of a great economic boom, and we are more likely 
to experience a shortage of persons with technical skills than we are with those with a degree in the 
liberal arts. 

There's also a natural inclination midterm for people, whether they be students, faculty members, 
principals, or a member of the College Council, or an ordinary taxpayer to want to see that a new 
college comes into existence completely with a brand-new building and the most modern 
equipment available. Experience has shown us, however, that the ultimate development of a 
college cannot be predicted, projected, or even explained. There's no point, in my opinion, of 
investing millions of dollars in the campus for a new college, because there's no way of anticipating 
how your college will develop and what its physical needs will be. You don't know whether, what the 
proportion of academic students will be to technical students, and you don't know, you may end up 
and you may rush into building a very expensive building where you'll have too many classrooms 
and not enough labs, or conversely, too many expensive technical wings and not enough 
classrooms. We highly recommend that college councils do exactly as yours has done, to start off 
in temporary quarters until the trend has been established. This way you and we can assure the 
taxpayers that their construction dollars, when they are needed, will be wisely and well spent. And 
in addition, I think that today's building costs are so high that very careful thought should be given 
to utilizing some of the marvelous the technical equipment that is coming onto the market. You see 
one in existence here today in this television camera. 

Perhaps the classroom can be taken right into the community. For example, in Quebec today, an 
adult education program is using an electronic device where an instructor can write on a pad in the 
classroom and have the image transmitted automatically by telephone lines to classrooms many 
hundreds of miles away. We also, of course, have educational television, video tapes, whereby we 
can record and store TV programs until they're needed. And computers, which can work far fester, 
far faster than the men who have designed them. All of these devices will, in time, revolutionize 
teaching as we know it today. 

We have great expectations for the really, the regional colleges. It's important that individual 
colleges provide the first two years of higher education. It's immensely important, I believe, that 
they build up excellent technical courses as well, because, as I've already indicated, there's a great 



future here for people with technical training. We have great expectation that Malaspina College will 
gain an identity of its own. That through the years, it will develop courses and training methods 
which will make it different from the others and will help to meet the needs of this particular region. 

I'm confident myself that Malaspina College can and will win support of the residents of the 
northern Vancouver Island. And it will be able to prove its usefulness to the people of this region in 
the years which lie ahead of us. And it's with great pleasure indeed, that I represent your council, 
the people of this area, and to million British Columbians in celebrating the opening of Malaspina 
College. Thank you very much. 

[Applause] 

Unknown Speaker #8: At this time, I'd like to introduce our president of the Malaspina College, Dr. 
Carlton M. Opgaard.  

[Applause] 

CO: Mr. Minister, honoured guests, ladies and gentlemen. I want to thank you for the opportunity of 
being here. In fact, I want to thank you for the opportunity of Malaspina College's being here, 
because all you people here had a part in the starting of our college. We're deeply grateful to you. 
Mr. Minister, I want to assure you that the challenges which you mentioned in your address, we can 
accept with confidence at Malaspina College. I speak on behalf of the staff and students. I have 
every confidence in their ability to rise to the challenges which you suggest. We'll certainly do our 
best. 

[Applause] 

This occasion gives me many different feelings. First, I must say, I have a very feeling of, a great 
feeling of reassurance. A reassurance in our kind of a society. I say that because this college exists 
through individual initiative initially. There were individuals in this community, in the communities of 
our area and other parts of the island, individuals who felt very strongly the need for this kind of an 
institution. It was up to them. It was up to them to see that their ideas would come forth, and that 
their ideas would result in the reality of Malaspina College. These people acted first individually and 
then collectively, to see that we have now a college here. And I say, this is a reassuring feeling to me, 
because of the fact that in our kind of society, we often hear of the impersonal-ness of the society.  
We often hear of the inability of individuals to get things done. It's very, very reassuring to me to see 
that individuals can get things done. It's reassuring also to see the attitude of the Department of 
Education that it, as it has been shown, towards those who started the college, and to those who 
have come on the scene recently, in their interest in getting this kind of a college going. The 
direction they have given us, the concern they have expressed towards us, and the freedom which 
they have given the local group to see that we have the kind of college which we want to have. The 
kind of college which we think reflects the needs of the communities which we serve. The kind of 
college which we are sure will do what is necessary so far as the individuals in these communities, 
to be sure that they have the kind of education which will serve them well. And we are grateful to the 
department for their attitude towards colleges. 

People approved the stocking of Malaspina college through the ballot. Here again, I think it's a great 
tribute, because when they looked at that decision, I'm sure they had many questions in their mind. 



In the first place, many people voted yes, knowing that it would cost them money. It would cost 
them X numbers of dollars. Higher education is not free. It costs money. These people knew that. 
Many of them objected to the formula - the 50% government, the 50% local funds. Many still object. 
Yet many people voted yes. The majority in five school districts voted yes. Many people voted yes, 
knowing that the location of the main campus of the college would not be in their communities. 
And this takes something far beyond a narrow parochial view of things. To be able to vote yes, 
looking at the general good of society, knowing that the college itself, which every community might 
want would, could only be located in a main campus in one location. And yet, knowing that, many 
people voted for the college. Many people voted for Malaspina college, at a time when this sort of a 
college was still relatively unproven insofar as could it, in fact, do the job which it says it is going to 
do. Now we have considerable evidence to show that the colleges can do the kind of job which we 
claim we are going to do. But at the time these people voted, it was unproven, really, insofar as valid 
evidence was concerned. Yet despite these things, despite the cost factor, despite the location 
factor, despite the newness of the college, enough people voted yes in five school districts to 
assure us that today we have Malaspina College. And I say that gives me a very reassuring feeling to 
know that at this moment, there are that many people who are supporting the concept of this kind 
of a college, and who are in fact supporting our college. And as I say, this makes me feel very good 
that we live in this particular community and in the society. 

I also have a great deal of satisfaction feeling at this moment because of the fact that I am very 
confident with the kind of service that Malaspina College can give. It will benefit many people in this 
society, and as a result, society as a whole. It will benefit high school graduates just coming out of 
high school and older people. It will benefit those who are employed right at the moment and those 
who are not employed. It will benefit those who want to go to college during the day, or those who 
want to go at night. It will benefit those who want to go part time, or those who want to go full time. 

It will benefit those who want to go to the university or those who are not interested in going on to 
university. It will benefit those who can attend classes here on the main campus or attend classes 
in those locations away from the main campuses where we are now offering classes, and where we 
will offer more and more classes as our, as our resources permit us to do. And this we will be doing. 
We will be bringing education to the people at the time and the place where the people can use it. It 
will benefit those who are interested in training in a technical area, and those who are interested in 
retraining. Retraining and re-education and continuing education is going to become more and 
more significant in the whole scheme of education in British Columbia and across Canada. It's 
inevitable. More and more people are going to find that they no longer go to school for a period of 
time, then they're through, and from then on, they earn their livelihood and no longer have a 
connection with an institution of higher education. Malaspina College now exists in this 
community, and because of that existence, there is the opportunity for retraining and re-education 
and continuing education, which will be essential to the well-being, culturally, educationally, 
economically, of the community in which we exist. 

We are here, and we will benefit many people through courses and through means other than 
courses. We in education must think beyond the formal courses as ways to bring education to 
people. There are many ways to educate. Most of what you learned and most of what I have 
learned, we have learned through means other than formal courses. We must look to our creativity 
and imagination to develop ways to bring education to the people away from the formal structure of 



four-month or eight-month courses, meaning so many days a week at a certain place. We must look 
beyond that and think in terms of new and creative ways to bring education to the people of the 
community which we serve. We will do this. These are the things, the benefits, which we hope to 
bring to all the people who fit in these categories. We expect to provide new opportunities for 
education. So, I have feelings of satisfaction knowing that. 

I also have a feeling of a very seriousness of purpose. We have made a beginning, but it is only a 
beginning. We could not have made this beginning without the support of all you people here and 
those others in our communities who supported the college. Neither can we continue to advance 
without that support. We are strongly committed at Malaspina College, as they are in colleges 
across BC. Strongly committed to the point of view that all adults, all adults who can profit from 
additional education, must have that opportunity for additional education no matter where their 
formal education previously led them. They must have that advantage. Society cannot afford to 
deny education to any adult who can profit from further education. We at Malaspina College are 
dedicated to that point of view. Ours will be a dynamic institution. It will change. It will change as 
the needs of society changes. It will change as our students change. Ours will not be a set 
curriculum where we will be doing the same thing five or ten years from now or even next year that 
we are doing at this time. Were it not so, we would fail. Were it not so, we would cease to be relevant 
to the society in which we live and the society in which we want to live, the kind of society which we 
might set as ideal. Ours will be an institution where we will respect the essential freedom to inquire 
and to formulate opinions. We will investigate academic matters in an atmosphere of freedom. In 
an effort to arrive at the ultimate truth. To this, we are dedicated. And I suspect most of all, of all, we 
are dedicated to the fact that we will not be an institution where we'll be thinking in terms of the 
class of students, the number of students, the group of students, but we will be thinking in terms of 
individuals. No matter how large we get, we must bear in mind that each individual there is 
important. Not just that whole class sitting in front, but every individual is exceedingly important. 
And if we start saying, "well, this is good for the majority, so it's good," we cease to be the kind of 
institution which we want and which our College Council wants. We are dedicated that each 
individual who comes to our institution will be better for having been there. If it is not so, we have 
failed to the extent that it is not so. And to this, we are dedicated. 

We could go on and on and talk about the many things which we at Malaspina College hope to do 
for this community. I have said publicly many times, many of the objectives which we have, many of 
which we cannot achieve all at once. And we plead for patience, while on the other hand, we plead 
for alertness on the part of the public so that we can remain the kind of institution and become the 
kind of an institution which you people want Malaspina College to be. We started in temporary 
facilities. This was the decision of the College Council. And I must add parenthetically at this time, 
that I have not worked with a more dedicated and informed group of lay people than the College 
Council, which, which forms the Malaspina College group. They're very interested. They're very 
concerned. 

[Applause] 

We have the students. We have nearly 700 registered this fall. Initially, we expected 400, or some 
expected 400. This is what our budget expected at any rate. Others of us didn't know what to 
expect. We have almost 700. They're also a fine group. I am impressed with the responsibility which 



you alluded to, which has been exhibited by the students to this point. They are interested. They are 
intellectually curious. They are energetic, they are devoted, they are a good group. So, we have the 
staff, we have the students, we have the facility which will not hamper us in doing the kind of job at 
this point which we feel that we can accomplish with the resources we have available to us. So, 
with that in mind, again, I would like to say to the community that it's very, it's a happy moment for 
us at the college, now that we are having our official opening. We appreciate very much the support 
that has been given us. The enthusiastic support in Lake Cowichan, in Duncan, in Chemainus, in 
Ladysmith, in Nanaimo, in Parksville, Qualicum, and in other parts of the province. All the support 
has been what has enabled us to come to this momentous occasion today, when we have our 
official opening. Again, thank you. We appreciate your coming to, to us today. And I would like to 
add one further note of appreciation, and that is to the man who is responsible for all the activities 
surrounding our opening. Mr. Alan Fields. Mr. Fields, you have my deepest appreciation.  

[Applause] 

Narrator: Following the opening ceremonies held at the credit union auditorium, the crowd of 
dignitaries and interested citizens moved the several blocks to the Kennedy Street campus of the 
Malaspina College. The ribbon cutting ceremonies were held there with the honourable Donald L. 
Brothers cutting the ribbon. 

DB: Gentlemen, this is a very proud day for all of us in British Columbia, and especially people from 
this area who have supported this college. By cutting this ribbon, we're declaring it officially open. I 
hope that all the young people from this area will appreciate the college, what the people of this 
area have done for them, that in future years, they'll become community leaders, provincial 
leaders, and hopefully Canadian leaders. And if I can have my colleagues in legislature, Bob 
Strachan and Frank Ney join with me in holding the scissors, we'll cut the ribbon and declare 
Malaspina College officially open. 

[Applause & indistinct chatter] 

Narrator: Following the official ribbon cutting ceremony, the college was host to hundreds of 
visitors. Visiting dignitaries from other parts of the province, as well as local dignitaries and many 
interested local citizens. These people wandered freely about the college, looking at the 
classrooms, the laboratories and other facilities provided for the education of the adult population 
of our communities. And so ended a memorable day. A day memorable not only because it was the 
opening of the college, but also because it was the occasion for visits from representatives of all the 
universities of British Columbia and all the other colleges in the province. We were also visited by 
various political officials, MLAs, mayors, as well as school board members. 

Classes are held not only here at the campus in Nanaimo, but also this year in Duncan and Lake 
Cowichan, as the college strives to bring education to the people. The college serves students from 
a wide variety of backgrounds and in a wide variety of programs. This day not only represented an 
opening and as such a day that will live in our memory, but also an occasion for a restatement of 
objectives and a re-dedication. Through the years, the college will grow in size and stature and in 
the service it can provide. Providing the opportunity for education to a wide segment of the 
population of the communities which form the Malaspina College region. 


