
Harmful Language Statement

VIUSpace contains material reflecting the socio-cultural norms and prejudices of its time.
Academic libraries are challenged to preserve contemporaneous expressions of ideas,
not to endorse or perpetuate them, but so they may be studied and challenged in service
of a more just, equitable and humane society. We recognize that VIU students,
employees and library workers will encounter discriminatory, offensive and hateful
representations of humanity within VIU Library collections, and that harms may occur as
a result, even as we seek to anticipate and mitigate those impacts through careful work.
We are committed to, and actively engaged in, ongoing and iterative work to reconcile
our responsibility to support scholarly inquiry with our commitment to the safety,
inclusion, equity and dignity of all persons engaging with VIU Library spaces, services
and collections.

The VIU Library is committed to

● Ongoing learning with humility from professional resources and projects to inform
approaches and to improve descriptive practices

● Centering care and awareness for library user communities in the ways we
approach descriptive practices

● Welcoming diverse perspectives by engaging and consulting library user
communities

● Perceiving VIUSpace as a “living” resource to be maintained and updated with
evolving changes to subject-based terminology and descriptive practices

● Removing inaccurate, outdated, biased, and offensive subject-based terminology
to be replaced with updated subject-based terminology that aims to accurately
describe library materials and provide subject-based access with consideration to
equitable and inclusive access and retrieval of library materials on Indigenous
topics

● Engaging with professional development opportunities and resources to inform
approaches and to continually improve descriptive practices

● Acknowledging the intersectionality of this work, and the harmful effects of LCSH
terminology upon diverse groups of library user communities. Future phases of
this work will consider and update subject-based terminology for describing
materials on topics such as, IBPOC, women, 2SLGBTQ+, neurodiverse people,
and people with disabilities.



I :. 

1910. .. ·- -~ 

AJ1d what did your :Parent::; do? ·--··;:­
.-~ . -, . .. "~·. 

· . .--.-:7-"'iiTY £a thcr'- waG a mincL:.., 
,-._:; >·'·-:_~/:· .: ' 
IIi::; fathCir came here in -- aroui1d 1803, . , 

·c- ."'_::·'-:,·:-~-~-: __ ·:r.~; ... ·::..-~!"·; • -:;-_, 

,. 

Scottish minero. Xhcy left ~cotland, ·.landed in Pennsylvania. 
~--'·t··· ; ~'. . .•• ,:::-, ... ;;·. ,· ...... ·-":- •• , ............ -_ 

were there about fi vc yeaJ,'S, and landed here in the spring ,of 1883, 

. I, believe. Six o; seven ~011ths la:~er, ;;~;···f~t~·e;_:; ~- f~th~·r '(:;~;~~) wa~'\ 
-- . .' . . . - . ·-'· . 

• > 

, killed in the Southfield mine. In South \'lellington. f;ly mother's ._.,. 

peo:r:le landed here· from Nova Scotia l88J. · They came· here v;i th quite a 

loJ;; more from Nova Scotia, for the opening of Number One .mine, rot too 

sure about thls,, but we \vere of .the opinion that the grand.fathz:r counc 

;,, 

f: to. help in the sinking of Number One shaft. But this is where :it goes 

i 

I , ' 

ali ttlc bi.t wrong .•. Cause Number One was sunk, started, in --. the shaft, 

:in 18tn.:'·And the ,air shaft, for rlumbr Oneair.~haft, v;as aoout 11302. 

. .' .'-' . 

·-'!'-"' . 

Ard they stru,ck coal in Number,Cne main shaft in 188J ... ,.This is \'lhcn ,; ' 

t~:~;· .we~:~ ~ci~v~ ~round 6~·0. f~et: 650 fde~.' ;. So ·~he stori .that 'v;e' ve ~ed 
~i;:/b~lle~::·~'tnat·h~;~~~e h·-:rP-,to. . <.·• .... alo.1~ .. 

M~/th~ linO/, Andq~:.:~~~~ Jirandfa~or' s P•aPlo his fat:O~ ''~' . tho· ... 

·~jr~:(~~_:·_]::~0irst manager of the: P~ince~·s coi·~iery ln Sydne~'~i.'nes, Nov~ Scotia·.· ' · 

... ~ I am from a coal minin~ family: Now in my' own family. there. wa::; SC,V0T! . 

I'·.· ;.,, 

of uG, 6 boys and a girl; but I was the only one that· worked.in 
;·_· 

, 
-r;nc m.ine.s. 

Tl)ey couldn't keep z~e ou·t, I nician, this is it, I \Vas bred a ·Coal miner, 
' 

and I guess this was it. ·so from 1925, iH:e I started in the \'lakcsi.c-!1, 

'!iS. ::Jauefliy l(;IIH3, I hacl 25 years of it, outside of layoff periods, 1·:i1<::n 

you • d have to work other places, in logging. cainps or in, savimills, o:c · 

ccnstrc;ction, .Practically all the·. time I worlced in tlle 1aines, . 
.·.:_-.. .- ·- ~---



Daughter:.·· Tell her . viiwn. he · 
0 l ~-

IA: . · r:ow, m~r father :..._ 'like his iathb:Z:. v;as killed there ::..:.. I think rny father 

was eight years old ~htm his' father vra::; killed.· l'rell he v;aa dicging co~l 
dow;i. rlurolber One whenht.'l: he was 11 years of age I 'He v;as l'iOrldn~ rit;h t on the 

face, And he worked in the mines here all his iife practically.. Practically 
', , , ' ,, ' l • ' , i. I , ~ ' _ 

1
, '_ ·'·· -• • 

-- -'· . 
the on]:y thing he did. He was on· the first Draeger team that's rainc rczcuc 

- .!r•,,, .. :. :r,_)_._: r~.[ , _, ,.",. .. • . ~ ;, -. .,{ -,._,.._.,_ 

team when they brouglYt i11 mine-rescue w~rk, he was on the first tcru:1 that - __ ; ;-_.,.- ~ :, ~-;·- _____ , ~-r /t, . .;:·~-!--

carne out of· the rescue station', and he had through his life, quite a~ .. · 
.~.:;- _;>_~.~-~: ;' .-";,":(t ,;:J :.·•:: -,,. ·:_·l i_;.:- -:··--·. :.-,,: ~ · .. ; ~-: -.--.. ,, ·~· ,- ; ._ . . .-. 

experience . w~ th , not only the fires down t!umber One, when him and the rr.ine 
. ':' :. . : ' . : : ' : : :_'; .: ' . ~ . . . . . '.' :. ,; . • . . t :- '.. .. : ;; t ) - :_: f i : • • . ' • • 

superintendent were i;he only two people left in the mine, and he had to· 
. - ,;·, __ :··,_i·'.j ~ '-'·!'·~--: ··~ .-, ·: .• :',--: .. ",. :.:·_.'. . _.-;,:_; ::-~ ... :1 ._i_ ... ~- ·::: .:; .i. '-

erintendent out; (cough) 
1'\ ,' 1£, ..... o. . . 
11.,. 1 During the big strike, he .was kep' <?ut of the mines for four 

[IM.,.\e~rs~ ~ •. ~~I~c~~~nt ~;;~is. ~~~i~~~~~ :· . And when ~~.e ·~~sc~e explosion too:: 
··~·} ···~··:··· r 1 ,... ~-

-. 

_,. .· 

r ~ l • ;_ ··. ,; 

place· in 1915, he was working for Kaiser at the time; paving Haliburton. 
. :_.-~'·1\·_.-, ~ · __ . __ :':_i;. ,-'{!_-.f:·:-_ i,._<.~- .. -.-._ 7_:: -~( ·. ~ · · -:-_:_ =_>·~: .. :_ :--:-_ !:-·fr·~ _ -~< ("·_-·_; -.. ·· 

Street; and they. sent for him, ·t;o go on the rescue tearn. and the old raan 
·.· .. -... -_rJ·:··.-::-:-~~-·,·.~.- :_,l·\_:..::.L.~~:r:-_ '{;.C ·.:-··-·.-:-;· ·::.:::- .. :· :· 0 -,>-·:>·.-.-;·_·_~:: ·:;-. '"i_; ·~ .. · .- .. ·· -~----· 

·· .. tells the· story that. after, the explosion he got a ·cheque.· from the company 
1 

.. .-~"'"' . -~·;-" ·: '- • ':.!_·; _i: ;· · r'" ~ :: ; -~ . · ~ .:-:~-;.-~ _,--p- ~-~ "i ::: 

and he'> Gays' Their. looks .VI.JU:i..d never balance,· C<o.usz ti.at cheque \'•aS never 
. ... . -:~·- .;,.. :::; '.·:···. --~-:- ; -~_":;"-~!~ 1.' . ' ':·· -·, ~:-_:t::'~ ;.. '·. 

cashed;' And in the 1915 explosion, my wife's father was one of the vi~tims. 
,;. . .f'.~};,',:':i :,_; .. :--·'f.·.~_-·.~=~: · _..., <!.~ ,.:rt.;:-.~~_f·-_·:.'_r;:: __ i.-_:; .. .>:\·-;f.:';:\'~;_:-:_;:_- . ·~:·· .,/-: 

So; basic of a coal mining. family! .. 
·•· r 

Question re brothers, , None wimt into mining ..... 
j':-~ .. :._";::.;i~·;·- :~-~--:.:-_; _.,·.. j .~: < _;: .. < 

- . ! '-. -

, :.-~:;.: ':;:~<': __ :~-~--~- ·:-·-
'·;:.; ·.r.-:r 

. ;_ 

At tne time I started to work, there's a lot of the felihows 'were· taken out 
. . . . . . ·-- :-

of schooi'tO' go'\o' w~fk:r 'I 'left' school 'or ,.hly ovm 'ac'cord !' . If I hadda v:;.~ted 
.to !cccp.going -·:>theyl:~anted'~e'to, but' I ::;ait ~o il.i~cl ,,;Ti)is'is the. '.'· .. 
•• • ; ,. ;- 1 • • • • '• I ' ' ' . \ '':. • -~ - . ' ' : ' '• · -, ; 0 • - " ' M ' ' * . • ~ 
:::urprisi:1g · theirig ,· 'yo·u know, 'there's s<lvc:-. of ·i;hcm l.n ''th9 J.ru<uly 1 anu 

father, he's worldn'· in the mines; ak makin' tllc gofni rate of ri2.;,< v:e 
! 

never missed a meal. And we always had· a new suit of clothes at ::':aster. . 

DauGhter: ~/hat happened to the nicl;:cl you go.t on the 24·th of 1·la~', that had 



. -~· 

,_ 

we 

Day, but· 
J, , •••• , • . ' 

That w s the bj_g· day here then, wa.c it? 
-! 

Ill. 1 The 24-th of r.:ay, yes. 
., . :. 

- ·-, 
;:m 1 \'/hat did you ufkd- to do then? 

., - ~ .. ' 

IA: Everything. You know, the big day, it was held up on the cricf.:ct 
... ·' . ''-

field. There 1 d be horse rae-in 1 
1 foot racin 1 

, b'aseball games, parad8 in 
; . ' •' :· --~-. ' . ' ·- . 

the morning, maybe a two 'day affair, we didn 1 t always have the foot racing 

on the cricl~:et field. _ You 1 d have it down on the green, dovm where the 

safev;ay is now.,- And they 1 d ·also -have w~terpole I ·arid ·whatnot ,,'you- know._ 

The 2!fth· of f-1ay; that· was 'a big day'-\ That was a ·day -vihen everybody came 

home_. ,._ :· ··.:. ' ,, 

r::E 1 Did the miners· have to •work that day? 

bonf-ire night ,1· :' • •-

-Daughte-r: c;:Oh·Guy::Fawkes· night---' .. I: can remembcr·thatl :_;,.- .. ";: <h',,-, 

IA1 That was ··a,_ big night ·for 'the kids.' -Dovm on -th·e-:daisy.field." '~ T11cre 
- ·-'' 

·used tci' .be-' a bonfire··practically• every ·back •yard·;r 
. ;-. 

Daugl1ter1 · lie· ·us~d to ·h" va Guys!- --·Yo.1.: know I' ·mean_: .• ..: ·more· ~than ·.Hallo·.-.-e' en 
. ' . . . 

-... ; •. 

·--,I ~thinlC, was bonfire night; ' :. --- .· 

. .: . 

>' - : • IA; _>1 e 11 Hallowe 'em i \~e used to go. ro·und, 
~)·" ._\- ;··· __ ... ·.-;;,\:..-

the ideh was; if ~you ccen a·_ . . , 

>fire 

--' 

· · [-'ill: Your brother s must have lmown- so much about· coal mining that they· 

.didn't want to go into th~ mines?-

Daughter: Gramma had a. job all lined up for him in a mank! And ·tr.en 

he started to run; 

Il'u ~I ell no 1 I think it was just the sy:ttem. . It was just the way it 

i1app.encd. . I was quite happy to go in the mines._ The other ones did>1' t v:::-.;1 t 

to go, so thcydidn 1 t go. 
?;":>. 'TI'!.-_ ......... , ............... .t.1....- ...l------- .£1, ____ --'~~"'-~--· 



/~?-8~/!~g;_{/-<:~\- ~ ~-..· ,-~ r::. '/ ;~3~ 1P:7~~~l~tt:t#~~.:}~~z~::~J!tjf.;~-t. '*~'%~~i'? ?~ ?~7-;{)~~ ::7.~;: ·:? ~~ .:~::?(::}::::t~~f~1~3f?&i~~J:,~'~s~~f_~::~:.:~ ·;_: 
-r-y" first job in the mine~ \vas·- on" tric- picking· table:::. Thic wa:::: the jalr wheic 

the coal wa::; dumpeci,or/;::'t~';-th"d';:hc'r~~:~G VIC;~ ~i~k the rocl: out of the ··cox:· 
:- ~ .. ' . . ,- ~. ·- - ~- .. 

find you worked. It v1as adirty job. It was a shaker, in thc.'flal:~siih. 
-· . '--'-. 

f·urdx±:h=:ci:CGt:iO:nxwh;v:d;h~x .. Tile coal caine off the cage and it went. ever the 

screen and it had to·be cle-aned. It was a different. cize·, thc,coal, the 

lump· coal- would g? into one car, and then the smaller coal v1ould iSO into 
~ .. 

another car, and the slack would go into the third .ca~_. J[cll bcfor2 it -

reached that :'ar it'd be about ~- well on,J/akesiah ti}er.' s only four , 2 on 

e8.ch side, plcldng -t~e rock out. There vmsjust a chart screen. find yo'; too}: 

the rock OUt and y~u''th~e~v it' On the· fl6or'8.nd then vrhen'ltG slack time you 

talce it in the wheelbarro•~l and you take it toth8_- dump~ ri.nd ge't-.rid o7 it. 
' ' • -~ •' - - , ' '• • ~ • • ; ) • ' ' ; • • • •- - I .· ' 

And then-- and this is pretty well ti1e systcm,·-_yo\(kriovr, a kid starting. 

r.Iaybe start on top·, on the picking th'oles. And then you' <l go underground. 
-.. 

\Clell the first job ·as a rule, when you go underground, would be 

running winch. Hoist. And then after being on the winch for sit=; months cr 

so, if th~: opening crune, you • d go riding r-ope. And then from ridin rope - · 

you.godri'llng m~ie. And then ~ventually, _if you stay there long enough, 

you ca!1 be workin~ 'on the __ · face, digging or -. It was a strange thing,· ;vou 

Jmow, like there was · some; very_ few, people liJ{e _me who were actually· ·.-;or kin.; 

" in' ;ch:zo: the face . The.native born/ the Canadian,. once ·you got- dri~ing r~ule, 
~:-:'• :·--.;: 

yeti _had a pretty hard job getting. away from it. They could co!he out from 
. ; . .·:·· 

t!le old country. you Jmow I' froril England. Scotland I or where I the Slavians. 
-.. --· 

come' here and start at- the_ face right away. But the man who was dri vin~ the 

mule, he vras pretty well kep at that. 

· \'lell you know, the old country boys were afraid of the mules. Like you J.--.now. 

You're here, you're running winch, _you'.re ridin rope, and you go drivin. :::t•s 

a.ll steps in the gar.~e .. - So by the time you got driving mule you lmcw v:i1:o.t it 

was all about. Like_ everything else, there was a system to it. 

r.8: r:ainly Canadians then who were mule dl'ivers. 



·::·: ··:2:e ~ :n.~: ·-:~]i~~:t·~·Ir~a,~~:~:;;c~:~:::n:i ::r~ -0

::: ·_ th ~ :~:;;::~!:3~:h :.u:::J .·-
Tnn, that W~ took a po;ition·'{hat anybody ~trirtin,:;.:hll'lbcr .Tr:-n, dic(:inc: for 

every r.mn starting diggin.:;, ther~. had, to .be, one :or.-two mel'} -.co,,off ,th!'! ho>.ulace. 

-'i'o r:-o b_ dl[';gJ.ng ... And tl').i~ ,is· /=he new rule we brought_ in., becaus<? ... ;the fdlows 

h:ow, they were.checl~ ~~) oJi.rthat. 
)' 

And you know, there v1as ·a . difference in 

wages . .. ' 
;su:t na~~urally, C:: ~~~n vanted, to get on~o the highest cpaY,ing job •. 

.. - - •,- ~- - - . 

. So • 'then. the. coai· -~arne up above, 
.. 

and was it \"leigh<Jd~; 

IA: 
· ---~:--.+~ ,.,: ·:~--. -.~, ·.-;-···- : .... : ... _1 -r _, __ 
Yes;. 'It w6rit either ~-· dovm in number one the scales .. wcrc at the sh:Iet . ' 

bottom. Now here's ari important part -- ln the Reserve, the ~;cales were on 
• '···· ,' .. ·rf .•.• ~---. ··-··-, :_~,-~-~-."., _ _._·-··:·-·- ;. ___ ,, .. ·- ·· •· ,.,_, ·' -·• ··· ,.......,., --. ·· 

the pi thead. · 'At Number Ten'th.ere- was no" \veigh _..:. we. were paid on a per car. 
,. _~.;,,_.·,~-- ,.1,,.-·.·--,,._o ., 1,.··, · ''····::·· 

It wasn't tonnage,·:.t was· bycar. But in iiumber One Protection,- the man 
•·r:·· \_:-~· ~"-t -~-- '., :•·,:. ' •.. f.:.,.,..~,_~ · ~---•- .;·. r-~..--. ·,'• ·' ·'' ... , .. · '';, ~-··, · ' 

loading coal \vould be 'lj._5 'cents a ~on. 'a long ton. vrhich. vrotild be' 22 hundred-
· ..• ~ '- ... : '••:_< ,. ::·~-'I-···---·:-' •... ! ••. ,_ •• • •. ~ --.··· • • • 

weight, not English. ton, I _guess. And there would be dockage. So many_--
. -·.; ·. '·· 

I ,m not sure just what the figures were for orders: But' there· 1·1ould be so 
• .! •• - ~ • . ! • ' --·: 

many,· a hundred pound, or tvio hundre.d ; knocked off the weight of that coal 
-'_·v~;- ---· ···- •. - . ,. ~ ....... -, >-~ -·-.··. • . :· '·' --·- ·. • -· 

ror rock. 'Now, in the :Re.seriie, "it was on contract .digging .• where you were 
;· •. . ~ .. . . 

pillar and stall work; the rate was -- 95 cents a ton", give. or take a cent. 
~- -~···~(~)!' -~·-.J. . • I ,. -.• ·: .. , , ,,,, , .. ,1;,•-o• , •, ;-• '-·'• ~·-··•, , , ,-,1;.~·-":-

. A long ton. JOO pound dockage. So 'actually, to ge·t paid for a ton of coal, 
;-~~--- _.!.. .. __ ·~_.._.:-.,., •.• .;.,"':'' ·--·=···· ········· .,- .. r.-:-~.r·•· 

_you know. we, co;;,sider 2000' pound. a ton,'' eh; 'you'd be loading B:t least 
~-i:·!·_f.;•-·:·,-:. ·r0:..: .. '' · .. ' .. -.~;: .. · - ~·;.~i.-·., 

.• f 

2500. 

weight. 2tii&ll 25 hundredweight. .-. ·. 

-:-.. ;· .. 
MB: .- That was standard, was· it ,like you just got that JOO pound dockage. 

,-;... 

IA: ·Yes; that was knocked off. Now, if we· had, what. they called the courtyard 

-then-periodically they knocked a couple of cars aside and they'd be dumped. 

And if there was over )00 pound of rock in it, the car, --JOO or 500, ·you 

lost the car. We called it the courtyard. They'd take one and be dumped, 

and they'd scrape all the rock out of it, and if it was -- I think it was 500 

pound, --there was JOO pound dockage, that was standard. That came off of 

every car. But if they dumped a km: car, and you know, they checked it right 

away. 500 pound of rock, the digger lost the car. And they got the coal! 



·: · (laughter) '>< •., •• - ... 
'· ·,__, ,·,_ 

. --- -~ --
"--~_--:-~ :·:~· ··/?~?;~}~·--·-· .~· 

·'--'-· --;,._.:: 

IAs Well, it~s all ·part of' the system. Now, there was no check weighmen.·) 

After.we organized, we put richeck w~ighman on the 'job, ·And the contract l
i 

digg r, he paid the· ~heck weighman's wages. Just what the rate was, I 
. ·~ . . . 

just forget now, it may h?-ve.peen two bits a day, Enough to cover his wages, 

But whether it made any_ difference to your tonnage'or not I .don't know . 
. . 

·. MB 1 · . Was there an;y: cheating? 
.. 

-- .·- "'.:. 

IA·, . (slowly) ·Wen; ,wealways fi~red there was. ·We always figured there 

~as short tonhage, B~t ther\ .I say., af'ter; they put a check weighman on, it 
. . '. . - . _., . ' . ~ . 

didn't semm to.make too much difference. 
'_., 

MBs What,was the check weighman's:job? 

···IAs,.Well hewouldstand.the~eJand just watch the scales. He couldn'tdo 
• _-. • •••• , •• , -·· • .1 

a dam thing.LHe'd checkthe.weighman. You kriow, ,the company weighman. 

·,.And he'd .fiddle around with the things, 22. hundredweight, 22 or whate.ver it 
. . .. . . . . 

was, And· all 'the ~heck weighman could do was stand :·theee and watch him. 
~ . "' . ~ . 

Make hi.m feel bad;!'. guess. 
.. ,_ .. ,_ .. _ 

'MB I •. : Was .there' any way; like; y~mr father, . .,.- I' suppose there was a.lot 
_-, ·. . --~· .. · . . . 

·. ~ore .o.f''that went 6ri :.in those real;Ji early days?. And .they'd have no. way of. 
. . . . ·. ; •. 

. :_ ' --. . .. - ' .-, - . . 
proving ~t e~ther; · ·. > >: .·,. , ..• ·. , . 

(-, . '·'· ... . _.' ·.' .,. 

·IDA i · No: . 'Oh no, · .. See ·li,ke the system down Number ·one, ·the scales were 
, .-. ·: .. . ··· · ·,, · · · · coal . . •·. . :·: · . , 

th·~·shaft'b6ttom;,_ Weli.; .. a.motor ..:-a trip of' ~~~:ax~would come out,· - . < .;.• - . . }. . - •' . - . . -

. they. d. go over .. the. s::iu: scale:s:. -:- 'well, the scale sheets. ,,;,_ and everybody 
. . .. had a tally, you .know, the .load of coal . . . ., 

•· . • ~:-. ... 'i • 

had a tally number, and you put · 

' ' the :tally· on the. car. So maybe we were coming .off ·shift or. that, and you 'd.: · 

··put· your hea.'d. in the· weigh 'house ·and look at the. tally. ~heet ,: they'd be· an· ' 
·,, 

1600, i6oO; 1600. ·(laugh) You know, there was no way they. could ka actually 

wei"ght them properly •. , . The cars were. just go§lng right over.·. · 

(Dau,.hted .-tell them about - like you used to work on- contract? And then 
0 . • . . . . . 

there were people that got paid straight. 

different svstems at work .... 

By the hour. 
\ . 

·- '·' . 

There were hio 



~· ,' •;- •' • -~'«'.: ., • (H-:-'-

[I.j' Y~s. · \i~:Ll·, .llke ~~ the pillar a~d stall' work again, which,I was star~i_'~g 
o go on about, the contract digger·was 95 r:ents a, ton. Less than four feet 

' . 

igh. you got a- dollar and eight cents a ton. 

B_1 And ·you were down on:your·knees, I guess. - . 

A 1 Yes, ;)(CHI ·they paid you 'more for it, but you worked a dam 
(come down?) 

;et·. it: And you never made the same amount of coaL/. But then 

' 

sight harder to 

in Number Ten they 

ad the system of--« it was by the'car, but Number Ten-opened up, started, 
' 

;heystart~d on the company_ s:b:iftx system. Six cars per man, in the place, two 
.. . . . 

1en v10rking together, be twelve cars, and they'd get the six dollars a day for . . 

ct, and this was·-- and then that kep on f~r a k.ll: certa~n period of time, then 
. . - . -· .. : '\ . . . . . 

they went contract. And the contract was a dollar a car, plus .timberin • and 

c-ock and I imagi~e at that time,· the mine average .for the contract diggers would 
. ,_ -

~e around nine dollars a d1W. Something like that. The highest they. got 
. . .- . -'-... . ' . . ' . 

- ,· 

then, during the war after. a couple of strikes, we went from·_:_ and wage increase 

1•1ere coming --· the · compa:ny me~. w~re ·getting increases.. The contract digger, 

instead of ha:.,ing (husband;arrives) --instead ofthe contract digger getting 
an increase on . . . · . . 

xhe.x«:tka~xka:kfxlilf/the contract,· _we got a bonus. . And 
7

it ·ended .up, we. were. getting 

about .five and. a quarter a day bonus •. So around that time, the mine . average . 
. . 

for Number ~en mine would be roughly (hil) a bit better than $16 a day. 

(Introduction &' ) ·. --Oh 'yes, we came .over just :after the Indians! 
- -. -.. 

Laughter I"'-- My sister's ihus':Ja:nd~ family came over on the Princess Roy~l' and be for 

J~inda. and Ray got married,· my grandmother was still alive, and Grandma co~ld go 

through all these ~e~y involv~d, coi1V6luted f~mi~~/~:~~tx~~~~;~;· But she. 
• < \ • • - • • • • • 

got. goingon and finally Ray said, ·W_ould you. just tell her to be ·quiet, we're ... 
~oing to find,outwe're'cousins;·'ir she keeps on a~· this. ratet·· 

.. _,--

.. 

---,_-

Really, when you get some of the families that have been around for a long time, .. 
:they were very stuck together •. 

learning ' . around·, and far .I've got the three i'•lB; This is what I'm when I go so 

Greenwells who. marri-:Jd three Bowaters ," -,... ' .· 
D 1 They • re . cousins, you see,· the · Ai tki:ms, My grandmother. his mother; was a 

~ ... -. 



,,,,':0~:{~~,~-lil'fXe(J"':J~>'s~'~'tn!r:;D'l.f'tere-'-~~s-'''if"'C'r,~,~h~er:r"~u·n.eFai~~botit'·-a:"'"IDont"h""~~~-:'·'-·,, 
Dad? : , ,''c,- {, .. ,,- ' < ~ 

•, .- .. -'~~;-;.::::.\::.· ~---. -· ·- .. -":-· .-. '· .. ·- _, -~-
. ·- . -~~ . 

MB r , Yes, we were,, there:. Ellen Greenwell. We've knovm her about, forty 

years, I guess: , , , -
Dr But ,anyway, it -ju_st goes on and on forever. 

1\lBr And now I go to ;Ladysmith and I find Mrs. Strang is related to 
' 1 

Joe \"lhite and Bill Loudon, and Mrs. Howarth, well it's Mrs. Howarth , 
- . _·. . -· • . ' . . .. . . ·_ . . ''· f· . -- . ·. ·• . . ·-. . 

, really·.'· :And gee, people are so related, a way back there~ Two Moores 

married.two Bowaters, I guess, maybe two generations ago. 
i 

Dr Yes, it•s·terrifically intertwined back there; 

IA• 
.. . ', •· ·. .. \ 

Mrs. Moore, she'd be Harriet Bowater. --See, there was Auntie Ellen, 

Ailmtie Sarah, Auntie Cal, · -- and Harriet, I think maybe Harriet came in 

there. .· She married a Moore. ,·She'd be Neely Moore's. nether. I think. · 

MB: Phoebe,·. she says she doesn't remember enough, and she. says she was 

the youngest, so she do.esn't want to be interviewed. 

IA: ·And then there_was Kitch Bowater,Bill.Bowater,· tl}ey were cousins 

to the Bo~ter~ at Cedar, and old Neely Bowater, and Billie ·nowater, 
. :c~ < ": • -;: . 

·they were brothers. 
.--.. ,.-. 

.-.,. 
. ';_·; ·. ~ . i . ·-

(End of inte:..-v·iew) • 
··-'-" .-. . .· .·. 
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