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Royal Roads University 
ACADEMIC COUNCIL 

July 16, 2003 
 

Minutes 
PRESENT COUNCIL MEMBERS EX OFFICIO 
 Danielle Flath-Smith 

Cindy Goodman  
Doug Hamilton 
George Irani 
Carl Jensen 
Ken Stratford 

Ron Bordessa (Chair) 
Tony Boydell 
Steve Grundy 
Chris Duff (for Stephen Long) 
Dana McFarland 
Ann Nightingale 
Gerry Nixon 
 
Bette Kosmolak, Recording 
 

REGRETS Ryan Brochez 
Zoë Broom 
JT Brown 
Greg Cran 
John Dowler 
Ken Hynes 
Ron Schwartz 
 

Jim Bayer 
Mary Bernard 
Rick Skinner 
Dan Tulip 
 
 
  

GUEST Eric West  
 
1. Call to Order 

 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 3:05 pm and welcomed Carl 
Jensen, graduate learner representative for the School of Business. On 
behalf of Council, the Chair also expressed thanks for their participation to 
Ian Harper, Elizabeth Cull and Ann Dale, members who have recently left. 

 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

 
By consensus, the agenda was accepted with no additions or modifications. 

 

3. Approval of Minutes 
 
Motion:  It was moved by Doug Hamilton, seconded by Danielle Flath-Smith 
 
THAT THE MINUTES OF JUNE 18, 2003 BE APPROVED AS DISTRIBUTED. 

    MOTION CARRIED 
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4. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 
  

a) Academic Council Membership 
 

The Registrar provided background information regarding Academic 
Council membership, and noted that: 

- the Registrar is mandated under The Royal Roads Act to 
determine Academic Council membership, 

- the act requires that half of the members, excepting the 
presidential appointees, be professors, 

- the recent reorganization and new program initiatives have 
resulted in the creation of five academic areas,  

- additions to membership under the former structure would result 
in an overly large council (38 members). 

 
The Registrar asked for feedback and advice in response to her 
proposal to keep Academic Council membership to a maximum of 
30 members. During the discussion, Eric West, by a two-thirds 
majority, was granted permission to speak. 
Feedback included: 

- retaining defined positions for undergraduate and graduate 
learner representation in consideration of the different issues 
affecting these groups, 

- defining elections so that only nominees from academic 
divisions not already represented could stand for election/ 

Support was also offered for the inclusion of the position of Director 
of the Teaching and Learning Centre as an ex officio member on 
Council, although to do so would reduce the staff complement. 
 
The Registrar stated she would take the counsel and advice offered 
into her deliberations. 

 
5. STANDING ITEMS 
 
 a)  Approval of Graduands  
 
Motion: It was moved by Gerry Nixon, seconded by Doug Hamilton 
 
THAT THE SEVEN LEARNERS WHOSE NAMES WERE PRESENTED FOR 
THE MASTER OF ARTS IN LEADERSHIP AND TRAINING BE APPROVED AS 
ACADEMICALLY ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE THIS DEGREE. 

MOTION CARRIED 
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Motion: It was moved by Gerry Nixon, seconded by Doug Hamilton 
 
THAT THE THREE LEARNERS WHOSE NAMES WERE PRESENTED FOR 
THE MASTER OF ARTS IN DISTRIBUTED LEARNING BE APPROVED AS 
ACADEMICALLY ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE THIS DEGREE. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

Motion: It was moved by Chris Duff, seconded by Doug Hamilton 
 
THAT THE FOUR LEARNERS WHOSE NAMES WERE PRESENTED FOR 
THE BACHELOR OF COMMERCE IN ENTREPRENEURIAL MANAGEMENT 
BE APPROVED AS ACADEMICALLY ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE THIS DEGREE. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

 

6. Information 
 
a) Governor General’s Gold and Silver Medals 

 
The Governor General’s awards, initiated in 1873, are a high academic 
honour.  Cindy Goodman informed members that Royal Roads University 
began awarding Governor General’s medals in 2000 and that the 
recipients to date have included three MACAM, two BSc and one BCom 
learner. In the undergraduate courses, the medals are awarded to 
learners with the highest academic standing, while among graduate 
learners, upon nomination by the Deans, the awards are based on the 
best thesis presented.  

 
7. New Business. 

a) Notice of Motion – Technical Support Analyst 
 
MOTION:  It was moved by Steve Grundy, seconded by Tony Boydell 
 
THAT THE REQUEST FOR ROYAL ROADS UNIVERSITY TO APPROVE 
CREDIT UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE STATUS FOR THE TECHNICAL 
SUPPORT ANALYST BE GRANTED.   
 

Discussion: In response to questions as to whether or not this program 
was a change in the university’s target market and more like a private 
school model than that currently used by Royal Roads University, Eric 
West noted that about half of this program is already being delivered in 
undergraduate level certificate courses and therefore, that the Technical 
Support Analyst program could be viewed as a ‘rebundling’ of current 
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courses.  He also stated that the program responds to market needs and 
that several positive responses had been received regarding the course, 
particularly with respect to the inclusion of a mandatory work term. Public 
responses also stressed a need for greater emphasis on customer relation 
management. 

MOTION CARRIED 
8. Adjournment. 
 

On a motion by Gerry Nixon, seconded by Steven Grundy, the meeting 
adjourned at 3:25 pm. 
 
 
 
 

Next meeting:  Wed, August 20, 2003; 3 pm;  
Mews Lounge 


